; 


— 


Engliſh Proverbs, 


WITH 


Moral Reflexions; 


[In Imitation of Sir Roger L'Eftrang**s:£ſop.] 


FAMILIARLY 


Accommodated to the Humour 
and Panners of the pen: Aze. 


The Third Edition. To which is added, 


The Union-Proverb, occaſion' d by the 
late French Expedition to Scotland; and ſe- 
veral other Pn never before printed. 


— = 


1 By OSWALD DYKES, Gent. formerly 


of Queen 's-College, Oz , Oxon. and Amaniienſis 
to Un Roger L Eſtrange. 


and alium, þ te hie faſtidit. Virgil. 


If one will not, another will; or, why 
was the Enos made ? 


———_c_____ 


London, Printed for G. * and ſold 
by Jonas Browne at the Black Swan and 
Bible without Temple- Bar. 1713. 
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PRE FACE 


READER: 


An Ess upon the Na- 
ture and Uſe of Pꝛoberbs. 


L. the writing of Books was of 


no more Benefit and Service to " 
Publick, than it i of Reput ati 
or Advantage to the Aurhox, I be- 
lieve there would hardly be ſo many 
good Volumes put forth, purely to 
oblige People. — s very little En- 
couragement, nom a- days, for Learn- 
a 2 ing 
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ing in EXGLAND, more than the Sa- 
tisfaction of communicating a May's 
own private Knowledge, or Senſe of 
Things, in Print, that others may be 
the better fort. One ſows, and ano- 
ther reaps the Profit of his Labour. 
Now, this u the only Way of {peaking 


to a whole KixcDoM at once, and of 


publithing one's Thoughts to all Man- 
kind, either with Authority, Privi- 


lege, or Perſwaſion : But as for the 
Succeſs of the Work at laſt, it de- 


pends entirely upon the READER's Fudg- 
went and Approbation; for every Man 

will be his own Carver at ſuch a 
 'Frtart as this u, and taſte for him- 
ſelf upon ſo Sen an Entertain- 
ment. 

However, let the Fortune of the 
Performance be what it will, I have 
drels'd up theſe dry Pꝛoverbs wit 
as much Variety, and as little Coſt 
as I could, to pleaſe both the Palate 
and the Pocket, without being too 


ſawcy, 


— om wy — "© 
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ſawey, nice, or impertinent on the 
one Hand, and too dull, heavy, or 
inſipid on the other: Having à Re- 
gard ſtill to the gratifying of my 
Gueſts above all Things, for fear of 
falling under the Reflexion of vending 
more Sawce than Pig; more Bone, 
than Meat or Marrow ; more Liver 
than Lights, and more Dirt or Traſh, 
in the End, than good wholeſome 
Diet. In ſhort, the Proof of the 
Pudding will be in the Eating ont ; 
and Applauſe, if there be any due, 
muſt come after Dinner : if none, 
let 'em keep their Thanks to feed 
their Chickens ; for ſome churliſh 
Cxrricxs are never to be oblig'd by 
the greateſs Complaiſance or Fai air- 
Dealing in the World. 
This Collection of Pꝛoberbs then 
#u exquifitely new and unborrow'd, 
upon the whole Order and Method of 
the Undertaking ; and JI have alſo 
ad; _ them, in the Choice, as ex- 
iv 3 attlz 
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attly as I could to the preſent Times; 
with Morar, RExLEXIONS over and 
above, as ſuitable and agreeable to 
the Humour of the Age, as it was 
poſſible to anſwer all Guſts, in a Coun- 
try, where one Man's Meat is ano- 
ther Man's Poiſon, and Minds differ 
as much as Faces or Features in 4 
medly-mix'd Engliſh Conſtitution. 
I have likewiſe purſu'd the Deſign, 
with all Frankneſs of Obſervation, 
Juſtneſs of Remark, and Clearneſs 
of Stile. The Language is plain and 
perſpicuous; and, I hope, will be 
obvious alſo to the meaneſt Capacity. 
Give me leave to add farther, that J 
bave couch'd under every Proverbial 
Head, ſome Story or other, either an- 
cient or modern, with ſuch private 
Paſlages or publick Hints, as might 


make it worth the Reading : And I 
have frequently introduc'd phanciful 
Alluſions, poetical Fictions, and Fa- 
bles all MoRALIZ D, to render my 
| RE» 
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REFLEXIONS tſeful and inſtructive, as 
well as plaufible and diverting upon 
the Peruſal. However, at leaſt, I 
thought 1 could not ſet forth the Man- 
ners of the Age better, than by gi- 
ving the trueſt Characters of Things 
and Perſons, in the daily Prattices 
of Vanity and Vice, of Licentiof. 
neſs, Immorality, and Prophaneneſs; 
which generally ſpring from the Source 
of our own extravagant Crotchets, or 
our own 1elfiſh Humours, as well as 
the common FASHION of the World : 
And this is the ſole Reaſon, why J 
have ſo often us'd the Terms of Own 
and SELF throughout the whole Work. 

In fine, this is the Sum and Subs 
ſtance of what ¶ propoſe in deſcanting 
upon the following Pꝛoberbs: Save 
only that I am to tell the Reader in- 
geuuouſſy one Thing more by the By; 
that, having conſulted few Books, 
and had tew Books to conſult, I thought 
fit to adhere chiefly to the Learned 

ERASMus, 
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ERASMUS, in his ADacts, as the 
beſt Guide I could follow through the 
various Mazes of Opinion and Inter- 
pretation upon this Subject. As for 
the Application of any Part, or the 
Menage of the Whole, I muſt anſwer 
fort. If there be any Miſconſtru- 
Gpons and exceptionable Remarks, I 
ought, in common Fuſtice, to / uffer 
for my own Faults ; and I acquit that 
famous Author of all Cenſure, Re- 
flexion, or Calumny. The Miſtake 
is my OwN ; and the Pardon, Yours, 
if you pleaſe. 

To preſs on therefore in his Steps 
towards an ESSAY, upon the Nature,” 
Uſe, and Excellency of this Sort of 
LEARNING, in the Praiſe of Pꝛo- 


verbs; 1 may preſume, with ven 
good Authority, 10 aſſert, that 4 


Pꝛoverb # 4 vulgar Saying accom- 
modated to THINS and Times ; 
which imports more, or fignifies 
ſomething elſe than the Words ex- 

prels ; 
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preſs ; according to the Definition of 
it by DonaTus and DIOMEDES, 4s 
Ekasuus quotes them to thu Purpoſe. 
The GREEKs alſo have defin'd it ſe- 
veral Ways, but all to the ſame End 
and Purport ; that it is an Expreſ- 
ſion directing the Conpuct of hu- 
man Life, couch'd under a DakK 
Cover, and containing in it ſelf 
great Profit and Advantage of Ix- 
STRUCTION : Or, that it is a SHORT 
SpxtEcH overſhadowing a manifeſt 
Thing, or a naked Truth in Terms 
of Obſcurity. But with Submiſſion 
to the Judgment of both, the LATIN 
and the GR EEK Grammarians, I aus 
clearly of my AvuTaoR's Opinion, 
that a Pꝛoberb © 4 celebrated Say- 
No, famous for its remarkable Ele- 
gancy, Wit, and Novelty. a Now, 
this is the moſt exact and complete 
Locical Definition, I have met 
with, of a Pꝛoberb: For the Nzw- 
xss, or Novelty, mention'd here, i 
not 
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not inconſiſtent with the Nature of it, 
though it be never ſo Old; but at firſt 
gave it Life, Birth, and Growth, 
and tranſmitted it at laſt to all Poſte- 
tity. 4 Pꝛoverb 7 renew'd daily 
in every Body's Mouth ; grows freſh 
and frelh ſtill under the Decays of 
Time ; and flouriſhes, when all other 
Things fade into Infignificancy or Ob- 
liuion. It becomes young again in 
its old Days, recovers Strength by 
Age, and gets Vigour by ANTIQUITY 5 
and it never dotes or dies, when 
mortal Men, perhaps, have outlivd 
themielves © aha - 
As for the above-cited Definitions, 
they ſeem rather to be imperfect De- 
Eriptions of the Uſe: and End of 4 
Pꝛoverb; giving uw to underſtand 
only, that it may conduce to the lead- 
ing of a good Life: But this is no 
eſſential, in the leaſt, to the Conſti- 
tution of it; for tis a meer Acci- 
dent, out of its Power to regulate 
our 
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our MANNERS; | and muſt wait. fer 
the favourable Concurrence of our 
Wuls; which have the ſole Liberty 
of practiſing, or not, according to its 
Dictates, at our own Choice and Diſ- 
eretion. Befides, when a Pꝛoberb 
4 defin'd to be a Lacoxick Sentence, 
or a Dark Speech, thi gives us on 
a faint glimmering 108A Aar Man- 
ner of w it, or the Mode af 
Expreſſion; but none at all of its 
ESSENCE: For the wrapping: of it 
up in Obſcurity, under à VL, 
alters the Property, and confounds it 
with à METAPHOR, an ALLEGORY, Of 
an ENIGMA. | In 4 Word, there are 
many Pꝛoverbs 4. foot, which neither 


are ertain to an 


obſcure, nor app 
Way of living in the World ; and 
therefore this Notion does not anſwer 

the Nature of an univerſal Truth: 
Neither do 1 take MORAL. SENTENCES, 
after all, to be within the VEROE of 


my Delign, or 10 haue the Privilege 
5 and 
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and Quality: of Pꝛoberbs. 5 
that I conclude; upon the Main, Ex As- 
Mus Detwition: it he beſt accommo- 
dated to ny preſent Purpoſe, as well 


4s "the moſt perfect, adequate, and 
Aeccmplind 5. in it ſelf, according - to 


the-exatie Rules of n or N 


Tosopfr. 13 ANY fi | 

"A Pꝛoberb then is 4 common 
Saying, or à famous Expreſſion, re- 
markable for ſome peculiar Queint- 
mels and Elegancy. Thus I take to 


be the moſt proper Character of a - 


true 2 back, to diſtinguiſb it 
from: falſe Counterfeits; which were 
never coin di good Authority, and 
"cannot ſtand the TEST H A fair En- 
quiry: For beides that metaphori- 
cal or figurative Expreſſions are ex- 
cluded ont of thit Definition; ſhort 
Setences alſo, Aroloduks, or Morals 
to Fables, &rOrTHTOM s, or brief pithy 


Speeches, Scoums, or ſalt and ſaty- 
ical Sayings „ Are no P2overbs 3 


—2 1 ſtrictly 


pt and. ti... tas Te. 
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„ erictiy ſpeaking, though chey carry 4 
| Proverbial Face along with em, and 
have ſome Reſemblance of . Voice, 
Shape, and Figure, as well as of 
Countenance and Beauty. But eve- 
ry Like is not the ſame; and beſides, 
their Affinity or Relation is no Argu- 
ment neither of their THENTITY : For 
the MoTHER and ber. DAUGHTER are 
different Perſons til, Ry 
they are ſo. near a-kin.. 
From the Definition laſt lemmas 
ion d, it appears plain, that there are 
two Things neceſſarily requir d to the 
conftituting of a Pzoverb. Fik$T, 
it muſt be a celebrated and common 
Saying, as trite as univerſal, in eve» 
ry Body's Mouth that walks the Streets, 
frequents the Market, or follows the 
Court, in City, Town, and Coun- 
try. SECONDLY, it ought to be 4 
queint and an elegant Expreſſion, to 
diſtinguiſh it from the vulgar Way of 
Speaking: For tis not ſufficient 10 
b 2 intitle 
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intitle any Saying to the Honour of 4 
Pzoverb, becauſe it is commonly 
usd ; and à popular, or à figur:- 
tive Speech, unleſs it be alſo lauda- 
ble and famoui, as well for its Anti- 
quity, Inſtruction, and Learning. 
Fixsr then, hom Pꝛoberbs come 
to be ſo celebrated, and ſo frequently 
made Uſe of in common Speech, wil 
appear from this Poſition; that they 
chiefly owe their Riſe, their Authori- 
ty, and their Reputation, either to 
the Okacl ks of the - Heathen Gods, 
the Savincs of wiſe Men, or the witty 
Alluſions of the ancient Poets. Not 
90 mention Hiſtories, Stage-Plays, Fa- 
bles, Apologues ; to ſay nothing of 
he Manners of Men, he Cuſtoms 
ef Countries, or the natural Diſpo- 
ſitions of Auimals; and to paſs by 
vven Chancè # ſelf, or a lucky Word 
dropped at Random From all which, 
ſeveral Pꝛoberbs derive their Fame, 
ws from the original Fountains of 
BTL) Wit 


* 
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Wit and Learning; and ſo they are 


induſtriouſly adopted into common 
Diſcourſe, or | ſpread Abroud in vul- 
ar Langnape pon all Occaſions, un- 
2 the Thy Character of being 
Ornaments of Speech, Beauties of 
— Rules of INSTRUCTION, 
uments of Wispou, and und- 
MaxiMs of Erzxxat ITKurk. 

as to the Queintneſs of 
P2overbs, # ariſes ſometimes from 
the Novelty of an Expreſſion, which 
ſtrikes the Phancy of the Hearer, and 
engages him to convey it down 10 
ApTER-AcEs. Sometimes, the Thing 
it ſelf diſcovers its own Elegancy, and 
charms Men into an univerſal Re- 
ception of it. But 4 Figure, or 4 
Trope in RuRETOkIcx, moſt” commonly 
renders a P2overb / ueint, und re- 
markable for its — Smart - 
neſs, and Conviction: For 4 Mr- 
TAPHOR, an AL LECORT, or an Hr- 


PERBOLE, makes an Expreſſion elegant 
5 10 


7 


xiv The PR EFA E. 


to the laſt Degree, and taking to Ad- 
miration, by the wording ont, over 
and above the moral Inſtruction of it, 
couch'd under ſuch a figurative Allu- 
ſion. It is alſo frequently beholden to 
the Propriety, or the Ambiguity of 
a ſingle Word, for its pleafing Queint- 
nels, and raviſbing Approbation. In, 
ſhort, J find, that Brevity , without 
Obſcurity, is the very Soul of 4 
Pꝛoberb: where Truth appears, 
like the Sun in the Wood, or à Flaſh 
of Lightening breaking through a 
——_ | 
Moreover, befides that Pꝛoberbs 
are of noble Extract, generou Edu- 
cation, and good Breeding, and as 

plauſible tao, as: popular, in their 
Progr 7 and Promotion, they ought to 
be eſteem d alſo as honourable and 
as uſeful, either in Converſation, or 
in Buſineſs, as Antiquity, Learning, 
and Veracity can make them, in 4 
fcandploys: Age of ill Manners, groſs 
br 8 Follies, 
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Follies, and extravagant Humours 
Where IMMORALITY leads VERTUE in 
Triumph, and defies all the PowERS 
f Prudence to reſcue, or redeem the 
unfortunate Captive. 
Fut, therefore, for the Done of 
Pꝛoberbs, it is as clear as the Sun. 
They are not to be reckon'd infignifi- 
cant Trifles, or contemptible SAWs, 
only fit for School-Boys ; fince learned 
Men, of the firſt Magnitude among 
the Ancients, ſtudy'd them, recorded 
'em in laſting Monuments of Fam, 
and tranſmitted em to Poſterity, a- 
the moſt memorable Inſtructions of 
human Life, either in Point of à re- 
gular Conduct, or of common Pru- 
dence. . The Great ARISTOTLE bim- 
ſelf thought it worth his While to write 
a Book concerning Pꝛoberbs. 45 
LAERTIUS reports. CHRYSIPPUS, CLE- 
ANTHES, ZENODOTUS , with many o- 
. thers ; not to mention more, befides 
Prurakcn, THEOPHRASTUS, PLATO, La- 
« > tins, 
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tins, (Greeks, and Hebrews ; but not 
forgetting; yet our indefatig able Exas- 
Mus, the moſt accompliſh'd modern 
Author of ADAGES ; Theſe: have all 
look'd upon the Knowledge of 
verbs 10 le an honourable Study; 4 
rovince worthy of a Scholar, and 4s 
well deſerving their laborious Perfor- 
mances, ar the Imitation of ſucceed- 
ng. Ages. To Jay wothing of the 
erbs ſcatter'd- — all the 
Works of the LEARNED, lite Salt, 20 
7 4 Reliſh, and to wake them 
keep ſtale; or, as Jewels, to beauti- 
2 aud ſet them off to. future Admi- 
ration. I need 2 quote the Holy 
_ Scriptures, for the ation and 
. of P2overbs : 4s, The 
Parents have eaten ſowre Grapes, 
and the; QMildren's Teeth are ſet on 
Edge : Ihe Tree is known by its 
3 :; Neither do Men gather Figs 
of 'Phiſtles.; with many _— ſacred 
Oracles made Uſe af thy. our BLESSED 


Sa- 
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Savioun himſelf, which muſt needs be 
eternal Credit and Commemora- 
tion among CHRISTIANS 3 with thus 
ſevere: Reflexion upon the Whole, We 
have pip d unto you, and ye have 
not dancd. And beſides * 2, 80- 
LOMON's Pꝛoberbs il be admir d 
unto the End of the World, far their 
Wisnom:, their - INSTRUCTION, and 
their AuTHORITY. Bus I have in- 
 duſtriouſly omitted all ſuch Proverbaal 
Speeches of à divine, or à heavenly 
Nature, ſanctifyd by INSPIRATION 
above the Reach of Heathen Mora - 
lit; reckoning upon them as tao re- 
ligious, too ſpiritual and ſublime jr 
the Undertaking of 4 LAr- MAN. 
However, Secondly, the Uaurui⸗ 
VEGAS f Pꝛoverbs will appear in 10 
wiſe inſcrior to their Dioxrrr, if we 
confider- .bow much the Knowledge of 
em conduces to the underſtanding of 
Phil osophx, to the Faculty of Per · 
1 waſion, to the:Qrace of Speech, and 


C 10 


o the Reading the beſt * 
with Advantage,” either in the Engliſh, 
Greek, or Latin Tongue. 
In the firſt Place, Proverbs muſt 
needs © contribute mightily to the un- 
derſtanding of PRLOSO HTN for 
they ure the very REmains of that an- 
— Philofophy it ſelf; which was 
A loſt, and all the Lights of it 
but we finds left unextinguiſh'd in 
the common Deſtruction of human 
Things. Nor, theſe ſententious 
Snatches - of Turk were preſerv d 
from Oblivion, the Fate of other 
Learning at large, purtly upon the 
Acrount of their Compendiouſneſs or 
Brevity, and partiy for their profita- 
ble Inſtruction, as well as Pleaſant- 
neſs and Elegant y of Speaking; 'as 

the 10ſ} notable and uſeful LISssONsS 
10 All Aſanſind, for ſquaring their 
Lives to the beſt © Advantage.” Aud 
rherefore they are not to be ſſubber d 
over, with Mirth and Ridicule, bup 
T ſeriouſly 
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ſeriouſly weigh'd with judgment, 
ſearch'd into with Nicety ef. Obſerva- 
tion, and ſifted to the Bottom of their 
MokALITY,: For we ſball ſind, upon 
a ſober Enquiry, many glorious Sparks 
of the ancient Wiſdom couch d under. 
SHORT SAYINGS, enflaming our Minds 
with a Deſire to be. as. wile as they; 
when we reflect upon their Excellen» 
cies, and diſcqver how. Much is cans 
tain d in à LITTLE, and that whole 
Volumes are epitomig{d- into ſingle 
Expreſſions. As for Inſtance, thay 
Saying f Prruacohas ; namely, All 
Things are common among Friends; 
being rightly underſtood, is the Susi 
of all Society, F riendſhip, and Haps 
pineſs in the Morld, and the very 
COMPENDIUM of. all, human Duty. 
In ſhort, tu Puato's large volumi- 
nous Community in ABSTRACT--\And 
beſides, what does it import leſs, than 
CHRISTIAN, CHARITY. ? To love one 


mother, as we ought to do; appich 
71 SY 7 
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z the fulfilling of the Law, and the 
laſt e of our bleſſed 
SAVIOUR' Divinity. 

In the next Place, Pꝛoberbs over 
| and above their facilitating the Know- 
ledge of PRTLosOHT, do very much 
5 alſo to the Facul x of Per- 
ſwaſion; for what can perſwade more 
effectually, than an W Expreſ- 
fron of univerſal Truth wol ply'd 
to 4 Point in Queſtion, which drives 
the Nail Home in Diſcourſe, and 
elmches it with the ſtrongeſt Con- 
nation ? Beſdes, it oftemimes pins 
the Baſket upon an Adverſary,/ and 
there s no more to be ſaid of the Mat- 
ter in Diſpute | 4 againſ ſuch an irre- 
fragable Argument: Inſomuch, that 
ene . in hos Fe prong often 
reckons Pꝛoberbs among the unde- 
Biable- Teſtimonies of Truth, upon the 
Accbun of their perſwaſive Influence, 
and their convincin g Power. QuIN- 
deb alſo, in many Places of his 
IN. 
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Irsrirurtovs, makes mention of 
Pꝛoverbs, as mainly conducive to 
the Akr of ſpeaking well, of moving 
the Paſſions, and of perſwading the 
Judgment to 4 Belief of what is ſpo- 
ken with ſo much Eloquence and Au- 
thortty. For indeed they are of uni- 
verſal Credit, and ſo well known 
every where for their Veracity, that 
they need not a Juſtice of Peace bis 
Pass, to carry them through the whole 
World. They have paſsd through ſo 
many Ages already, had the Conſent 
of ſo many Nations, and are ſtill the 
SAME in ſo many Languages, without 
Contradittion, that they are allow'd 
on all Hands, and confirm'd by a 
GENERAL. Voice, to be everlaſt- 
ing Standards of 'TRUTHK: And if 
TRUTH it ſelf now has not the Pow- 
er of Perſwaſion, what an incredu · 
lous Age do we live in ! But however 
yet, if Probability be any Argument 
to perſwade the Minds of Men 0 be- 

1 JeVe 
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lieve 4 Pꝛoberb, what is more pro- 
bably true, than that which every 
Body ſays; which in every one's CHAT 
in Private, or the common ToOowWN- 
TaLk in Publick. 

Bur Thirdly, befides the natural 
Force, and genuine Efficacy of. Pkk- 
$WASION,' which Pꝛoperbs carry a- 
long with them, in Spite of Incredu- 
lity, they are likewiſe great Orna- 


ments of ' SPEECH, and add à certain 


Luſtre or Grace to the Train of our 
Diſcourſe.; 3. eſpecialh, if the Appli- 
cation of em be proper, ſeaſonable, 
and juſt, either to the Matter of De- 
bate, the Circumſtances of Action, or 
the Deſign of winning Admirers. Wha 
does not ſee with half an Eye, hom 


much Majeſty ariſes to our SPEECH 


from Antiquity i ſelf, where the Ex- 
preſſion ij as old as ADAM, - and as. 
ſimple or nakedly true, as ORIGINAL 
INNOCENCE ?. Who can deny the Digni- 
ty, and the Beauty of a luciy Word 

in 
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in Seaſon; which charms the Phancy 
upon the firſt Hearing, engages the 
Mind upon Sight in Reading, and cap- 
tivates all the Powers of the Soul 
with PERSWASION and Love ꝰ In fine, 
who will diſapprove, at laſt, the Wit, 
Queintneſs, and Elegancy of P26 
verbs; which fill our SpEkcH with 
the fine} Flowers in the Garden of 
Eloquence, make it run as ſmooth as 
the Surface of the ſtill Deep, and ren- 
der it as {mart yet upon a quick Turn 
of Diſcourſe, as the Solar Rays dart 
upon the World with their dazling In- 

fluence ? Over and above the Plea- 
ſantneſs of the Plain, the Beauties of 
the Valley, and the Height of the 
Mountain in View, which Pꝛoberbs 
all challenge, either to aggrandize, or 
adorn our SPEECH ; for their Scope 10 
large, their Drift lofty, and their De- 
lign glorious at the Bottom. But, in 
ſhort, when Pyoverbs are fignificant- 
ly made Uſe of, to ſome witty Purpoſe 
I or 
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or other, and in their proper Place 
tao, they always carry 4 Sting in their 
Tail, and leave a laſting Impreſſion 
bahind them upon the Mad: gry 
fades, they ford both tho "THYME and 
and the. Honey 10 the induſtrious 
Biz I mean the diligent Searcher 
after Wiſdom and I — to reward 
bu Labour. They alſo male our 
Diſcourſe ſhine, as it were, with the 
brighteſt Stars of Antiquity, ſparkle 
with the moſt precious Gems of Mora- 
lity, pleaſe — the moſt plaufible 
Flourithes' of Rhetorick, oblige with 
the moſt. agreeable Graces — good 
Language, or pleaſant Say ings, — 
; raviſh, in the End, — the moſt 
charming Delicacies of Wit and Beau- 
ty : So OT. Pꝛoberbs never fail, 
in fine, of exciting by their QUEINT- 
NESS, of delighting by their SHORTNEss, 
of pexhwading by their AUTHORITY, 
Frarther yet, Founthly ; but ſup- 
poſe now 4 laſt, that Pzovervs 


were 
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were of no other Advantage in the 
Buſineſs of LEARNING, they certain- 
ly contribute very much to the under- 
ſtanding of the beſt Ancient Au- 
THORS : And the Knowledge of em 17 
not only profitable, but alſo neceſſa- 
ry, to enlighten any dark Paſſage, or 
Anigmatical Obſcurity, which we 
frequently meet with in reading old 
Books. Ii like cracking the Nut to 
come at the Kernel ; diving under 
Water, to fetch any Thing of Va- 
lue from the Bottom; or climbing up 
to the Top af a Hill, to take à better 
View of the Country. We are but 
ſhort - ſighted at the beſt, and live al- 
ways, as it were, in a Wood, for 
want of a clear Underſtanding of 
Things. But inſuperable Difficulties 
would occur ſtill, more and more, in 
the reading of Authors, without 4 
competent Knowledge of Pꝛoberbs, 
to make the Interpretation of an ab- 
rupt Expreſſion I to clear up 

the 


xxvi The PRE PACE. 


the true Senſe and Meaning of an 
obſcure Word, or a dark Hint: For 
otherwiſe, bond ſhould we perfectly 

underſtand an Aurhox's Drift at 
large, when he only alludes, perhaps, 
#0 4 Pꝛoberb by thort and ſenten- 
tious INNUENDO's ? And if we cannot 
recollect the Pꝛoberb it ſel f ſo alluded 
to, in the full Force of its Significa- 
tion, we loſe both the Spirit of the 
Work, and the Intention of the 
Writer, in the Clouds of our own 
Ignorance. Licnt came firſt out of 
DARKNEsS 3 and when obſcure Pro- 
verbial Speeches are well known, 
they brighten the Underſtanding, drive 
off the Shadows of LEARNING, and 
make it as clear as Neon-Day. 
However, yet farther, the Knowledge 
of Pꝛoverbs 7s of the greateſt Ser- 
vice imaginable in the Tranſlation 
of Books, as they contribute to the 
right Underſtanding of the very ID10M 
of the Tongue .in which they are 
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written, and prevent the groſs Blun- 
ders, or ridiculous Miſtakes, that are 
often committed in transferring one 
Language into another, for want of 
knowing well the natural Signification 
of Words, Phraſes, or Proverbaal .. 
Snatches of Expreſſion in both. But 
what needs more ? Our UNDERTSAND= 
ING would be miſerably puxxl d, and 
cramp'd within the narrow Compaſs 
of one fingle old Author, without 4 
ſuffictent Knowledge of Pꝛoberbs; 
which require the whole World for 
their Purlue, and their Importance. 

I might purſue the Praiſe of P20- 
verbs 4 great Way farther yet, and 
commend the Uſe of them for their 
own innate Significancy, as well as 
their additional Ornament in Diſ- 
courle, when they are ingeniouſiy ap- 
ply'd to the Purpoſe, and appear, like 
DIAMONDS well ſet to the Eye, with 
greater Luſtre, by being elegantly 
plac d according to Axr: But for 
d 2 fear 
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fear of being thought too tedious, or 
elaborate bon the Excellency of 
Pꝛoverbs, I /hall rather nom pro- 
ceed to ſhew how they may properly be 
made Ule of, either in private Talk, 
or in Print, with Succeſs, and by what 
Means they may be ſet off to Per- 
fection. The underſtanding of Ab- 
ks, is not half ſo difficult, as the 
Knack of applying them decently to 
the beſt Advantage. And therefore we 
muſt not uſe them as Meat, but as 
Sauce or Seaſoning ; not to clog or 
ſtuff, but to grace our SPEECH 3 not 
to {urfeit or cloy, but to ſatisfy or 
whet the Appetite for more: For if 
we uſe too many of em, or repeat 
em too often bon all Occaſions, we 
manifeſily abuſe them to the Diltaſte 
and Averſion, either of the Hearer, 
or the Reader, who love nothing like 
VaRIETY and Change of Diet, with- 
bur cramming too much of any one 
Thing to Sav1try. Beſides, the ful: 


{ome 
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ſome Repetition of 4 Novelty it ſelf. 
may ſoon turn a full Stomach, and 
create an everlaſting Dillike of that 
Entertainment for the Future : For 
a Tautology of Pzoverbs, ſerv'd 
up over and over in a Diſh of Diſ- 
courle, muſt needs be as diſagreeable 
as a CRAMBE in our Fare. 

After all, we ought to make Uſe 
of Pꝛoverbs onh upon a conveni- 
ent Opportunity, pat to the Pur- 
poſe, or in à proper Place, not miſ- 
apply d, not impertinent, not too pert, 
like bold Intruders, nor brought in by 
Head and Shoulders : For as it would 
look ridiculous to put a JEWEL or 4 
PATCH upon ſome Parts of the Body; 
ſo it would be very abſurd to uſe a 


Pꝛoberb # an improper Place, fo- 


reign to the Faſhion, and diſſonant to 
the Harmony of Diſcourſe. _ If Pꝛo- 
verbs /tand too thick, and be crow- 
ded, they darken one another, and 
loſe a great deal of their Luſtre. As 
es a Pi- 
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cure does not appear well, in which 
there is nothing of Ornament or 
Shade drawn about it, to ſet it off to 
the Life; ſo Axrisrs, when they 
have a Mind 10 paint ſeveral Things 
in one and the ſame Landikip, diſtin- 
guiſb them by proper Diſtances, left 
- SHaDows, ſhould fall in upon the 
Bodies, and either hinder the Emi- 
nence, or hide the Light of the PIECE, | 
Farther het, as too many Colours in 
our wearing Apparel, would look 
gawdy and affected, if not foppiſh 
alſe, to the laſt Degree of 4 Fool's 
Coat; ſo we ought only to adorn our 
Diſcourſe with P2overbs here and 
there, and not patch it up with thoſe 
golden Expreſſion, all over Beauty- 
Spots and Spangles, 20 be laugh'd at 
in Company, either for the Extrava- 
gance of a ſuperfluous Attire, or the 
Affectation of a fantaſtical -Drels. 
Befides, he that — it his Buſmeſs 
to be blurting of. Pꝛoberbs at every 


Turn, 
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Turn, muſt of Neceſſity fail often both 
in the Timing, and in the Choice of 
them For where a Man affetts 4 
MvrTiTuDE, without any Regard to 
a ſelect Diſtinction of Pꝛoberbs, be 
will inevitably make Ule of ſome that 
are good for Nothing; perhaps, ei- 
ther foro d, or impertinent in the 
CrowD : As whoſoever 17 in Love 
with Numbers, he muſt needs fre. 
quently mix with ill Company, and 
comply with many diſagreeable Impor- 
tunities , or improper Applications. 
In fine, whatſoever is immoderate 
and un ſeaſonable, loſes all its Grace 
or Agreeableneſs, and grows con- 
temptible by its Frequency, as well 
as infipid by its being out of Seaſon ; 
too great a Familiarity expoſing it to 
Slight on the one Hand; and a pal. 
pable Impropriety of TIx or Prack, 
to Averſion on the other. 
However yet, in (ſhort, the Uſe of 
Abacs may be varyd ſeveral Ways, 
IEEE. 
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and one ſingle Pꝛoverb 7 capable of 
divers ſignificant Applications: As 


for Inſtance ; Ts eG ri, dolium 
pertuſum ; chat 1 a broken leaky Vei- 
ſel, that runs, or is full of Holes. Now, 
this Saying, both in the Greek and 
the Latin Intention of it, equally re- 
flects either upon a forgetful, or a 
profuſe, or 4 covetous, or à fooliſh, 

or an ungrateful Perſon : For what- 
ever is pour'd into the Mind of a for- 
getful Man, runs out as faſt as it 
fills ; nothing laſts with the Prodigal; 
the MiskR's Covetouſneſs © never to 
be ſatisfy d; the Blab cannot contain, 
or keep a Secret ; and it 1 Labour 
loſt to do an INRA TE a Kindnels, as 
much as to draw Water with a Sieve, 
or to fill a broken Ciſtern. But theſe 
different Acceptations now, for the 
Purpoſe, are all appoſite, and well- 
adjuſted to the comprehenſive Senſe 
and Meaning of the aforeſaid Self- 
Fane Pzoverb. There are many 


more 
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more Examples of the like Quality; 
but this one may ſerve for all, 10 
juſtify the Liberty I have taken in the 
following REPLEXIoNvs upon ENG- 
LI$H Pꝛovberbs, where the Matter 
would bear 4 Variety of Alluſion, 
without prejudicing the Nature of the 
Thing, or ſtraining the Expreſſion 
beyond its due Length, juſt Propor- 
tion, and important Signification. 
In the mean Time, by the Way, ſome 
Pꝛoverbs 7# this Work may ſeem, 
at firſt'S! ht, to be ſynonimous: But 
| finding em, upon ſecond Thoughts, 
to couch a double Entendre, I have 
treated of em diſtinctly, to anſwer 
the full r I propounded, of Va- 
RIETY 3 and, I preſume, without of- 
fending the Ckrricxs byt. 

T might now, in the laſt Place, 
pretend to make ſome AroLocy for 
the ordinary Performance of this Un- 
dertaking, according to Cusreu, 


with Submiſſion to better Pens, and 
0 more 
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more learned Writers, alledge the 
Want of Time and Retirement, under 
the flavith Employment of GxRUuxpD- 
GRINDING, to think as ſeriouſly and 
ſedately as the moſt famous Authors 
of the Age ; and modeſtly, at laſt, ex- 
cuſe my Diſabilities or Blunders to the 
captious READER, for a favourable 
Interpretation, upon à thouſand other 
Inconveniences and Diſappointments. 
But all Ceremony apart; if what 
was written off at Random, in 4 
Hurry, and. by Snatches of Time too, 
may have the good Fortune to pleaſe 
or divert People in ſome Meaſure, I 
Hall have nothing to crack on farther 
in the Accompliſhment of this Work, 
more than an entire Inclination to 
wear out at the Elbows in the Service 
of my native Country; and to ſpin out 
my Days, as Silk-Worms do their 
Bowels, to provide other Perſons fine 
Purſes, and better Cloaths. Poor 
PaDacogues ſeldom grow rich them- 
100 | ſelves, 


i 
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ſelves, or get Eſtates by their Wits 
and good Offices in the Common- 
wealth. But Proverbs, in hort, 
are the beſt Leſſons of human Life, 
that CHILDREN can learn; and T hope, 
at leaſt, this will male a tolerable- 
School-Boox, for want of a bet- 
ter. g 

As to the Pꝛoberbs, which I have 
made Choice of here to compleat this 
VoLuuE, they are as ſelect as T 
could poſſibly imagine, to oblige all 
Parties, and hit all' Humours in 4 
new UNITED KINGDOM. The Col- 
lection confiſts of Pꝛoverbs, which 
are moſt entirely EX611SH, from the 
Beginning to the End ; daily us'd in 
common Converſation, from the Court 
to the Cottage; and the GENERAL 
LANGUAGE of Rich and Poor, Great 


and Small, Old and Voung, which 


we ſuck in with our Mother's Milk, 
as naturally'as the burnt Child dreads 
the Fire. But ] have conſin d my 


e 2 ſelf 
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ſelf, however, in the Choice of em, 
to thus PuncTiLIo of Nicety, that 
they are all entire Propoſitions , 
which affirm or deny ſomething towards 
the Regulation of our Manners, or 
the Inſtruction of our Lives: Nei- 
ther do I look upon ſuch Scraps, as, 
LATrTER Lammas; Luck IN A 
Ba; Tom TELLI-TROTH; COME 
Cyr, Comt Loxe Tait ; A Cock- 
NEY ; and forty abrupt Snatches more, 
to be fit for my Purpole, or to have 
the Face of Proverbs, eil they are 
handſomly reſolv/d into perfect Aſ- 
ſertions, whereof vulgar People may 
frame an eaſy plain Iora n the 
firft Hearing. 

And nom I ſhall addy: preface one 
Thing more to the candid READ ER, 
for a Concluſion ; that the beſt Sa- 
TYR t in Proſe, and more inſtructive, 
than moſt, if not all the jingling Poetry 
that was ever yet in Print: And fince 
G greateſt MORALITY would 2 ue 

u 
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dull and heavy without Sa xx, I need 
not excuſe my ſelf (T hope) from a lit- 
tle Gall and Invective againſt Vice. 
TI love Pickles, and have exercis'd 
the Laſh a long Time; and So.omox 
himſelf had a Rop for. the Fool's 
Back. However, give me Leave to 
obſ, erve at laſt, that this Book was, 

= of it, written in the laſt Reign, 
and frequently looks back upon the 
rat Tranſactions, as well as for- 
ward upon the preſent Affairs o # the 
World, or what may happen for the 
FuTuRE. But it is hop d in the Main, 
that theſe Pꝛoberbs moraliz d, will 
ſtill keep ſtale, and laſt as long as 


VERTUE or GOODNESS endures. 


Farewel. 
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Moral Reflexions 
UPON 
PROVERBS. 
PIO V L © 
Well begun, is half done. 


Reflexion. 

Could heartily wiſh, that my Book 
might have the good Fortune of this 
Pꝛoverb. Every Thing under the 
Sun has a Beginning, and as certain- 

ly tends to ſome End or other, ei- 

ther of Satisfaction and Diverſion, or of 

Inſtruction and Benefit, All the Actions 

and Enterprizes of Mankind, labour un- 
der the Reflexion of this queint moral Sen- 
tence, whether they be prudent or impru- 

dent in the Undertaking, and good or bad 


in the Accompliſhment : But it more par- 
| B ticularly 
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ticularly ſtrikes at the common Buſineſs of 
the World. A Porter has as much Pri- 
vilege to this Pꝛouerb, as a Peer; and a 
Cabler underſtands the Truth on't, as well 
as a. Courtier. We all know, our Work's 
half done, if we have once hegun it ell; 
let our Calling, Quality, and Converſation 
be never ſo vaſtly different and diſpropor- 
tionable: Tis no Matter what the Under- 
zakers are, or who bears the Burden. 


As for moral Afions, a good Beginning 


is a great Sign of a good End; but it can- 
not juſtify a had one, upon any Attempt: 


For there's many a holy Cheat in the | 


World; and many an Iniquity, counte- 
nanc'd with Religion and Self-Preſerua- 
tion, which is carry'd on under that 
Mask, to Rebellion and Murder. The 
Goodneſs of the Intention cannot ſanttify 
the Work neither, if the Means be un- 
lawful ; for it is only a fair Preface to 


foul Practices. Some ,leud Rebels, in 


Arms for their Liberty againſt a lawfi! 
Prince, have carry d the Bible in their Co- 
hure, to juſtify their Proceedings. But 
who does not know, that a fine Inſcrip- 
tion may be put upon an infamous Baw- 
dy-Houſe, and the Place, or the People 
itt, never the better or the ſounder all the 
Flile, either in Body, or in Mind 2 


However, 
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However, to begin well, is the only 
Way to quicken and diſpatch the End, let 
it be what it will. It is like Gun-Powder, 
that carries a great Way upotr the Diſ- 
charge, and gains its Point in an Inſtant. 
It ſhortens the Diſtance upon a Journey; 
ſupports under the Fatigue ont, and helps 
to maſter all Difficulties in the Way: And 
a Traveller, in ſhort, well-mounted, and 
ſet forward once, thinks himlſelt half-way 
at Home. Take any Mechanick whatſo- 
ever, from the Garret, to the Stall; at the 
Plough, the Loom, or the Anvil; and a 
good Beginning encourages the Man; im- 
proves the Fancy, and preſently accom- 
pliſnes the Fort. There are a thouſand 
Inftances of this Truth in all the Under- 


takings, Inventions, and Project, great or 


little, of the World ; but nothing con- 
firms it more than Experience and Pra- 
ice. 


Now, all the Difficulty is, how to be- 


gin well, "Tis an eaſy Matter to make 


Way, when the Ice is once broken; but 
the Hardſhip and Danger is in breaking 
on't, The Work does not coſt half ſo 
much Trauble, as the Deſign of it; and 
the building of a fine Houle, is nothing to 
the Difficulty of drawing the Model. A 
falſe Step at firſt Start, is hardly ever to 
de recover'd afterwards, throughout the 
| B 2 whole 
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whole Courſe. An Error in the Begin- 
ning, has colt many an Author his Kepu- 
tation; many a Lawyer, his Cauſe ;, and 
many a Client, his Eſtate. In this Senſe, 
ſtumbling at the Threſhold, is ominous and 
unlucky. Shed 1 

In ſhort, this Pꝛoverb turns N 
upon the Beginning of Things, which 
ſhall never have an End, and building of 
Houſes or Churches, that are never like 
to be finiſb d. It reflects alſo upon falſe 
Foundations, and fooliſh. Projects; build- 
ing of Caſtles in the Air, and undertaking 
to do what's impracticable. It is a Satyr 
upon perpetual Motion, and ſquaring the 
Circle, There's no End of ſtudying ſuch 
Whimſizsz and it is ridiculous ever to be- 
gin em at all. A mechanical Impoſſibilt 
is not to be attempted againſt this Truth, 
either with Approbation or Succeſs. 

This Maxim holds good yet, from Mo- 
rality and worldly Affairs, to Religion, A 
good Beginning, is a fair Step to a great, as 
well as a good End; and he's as wile as 
SOLOMON can make him, who remem- 
bers his Creator in the Days of his Tout h; 
and will hardly ever forget his Leſſon, or 
his Duty afterwards, to the End of the 
Chapter, Gooa Education is the making 
of a Man for ever. 'Tis the ready Way 
to Preferment and good Fortune: And Pa- 

rents, 


/ 


upon PROVERBS. 5 
rents, that do not bring their Children up 
to't, loſe the Benefit and Inſtruction of 
this Dꝛoverb, and are quite out of Solomon's 
Books. . 15 


e - 
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When the Steed's ſtolbn, ſhut the 
Stable-Door. _ gy 


Reflexion. 


THIS is all the Wiſdom of the 

World. When the Thing is -ver, 

we are as wiſe as Experience can make us. 
Who would have thought it, ſays the care- 
leſs Fool? And who would have lipp'd 
ſo fair an Opportunity, ſays the Felon ? 
Here's both the Nuave and the Fool under 
this Sentence. When the Steed is ftolF'n, 
the Groom never reflects upon his own Neg- 
ligence, but falls foul upon the bold . 
venture of the Thief'; as if the Impudence 
and Knavery of the one, upon fo inviting 
a Temptation, could excule the Sottithneſs 
and Folly ot the other. The filly People 
of Colchos began to look about them, when 
Jaſon had carry'd off the Golden Fleece, 
Engliſh-men alſo have been often found as 
tardy as the Phrygians, in this Reſpect. 
B 3 All 


_— both as to 1 and Place, before 
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All the Miſcarriages of Mankind, are 
for want of Ibinting. The Nurſe did not 
think the Child would have fallen into the 
Fire; the Mother did not think the Nurſe 
would have ſtarv'd her Child; the Wench 
did not think the ſhould have had a Ba- 
ſtard. But there's no unt hinking a Miſ- 
fortune, after it has Lefallen us for want 
of Precaution. and Foreſight, Tis too late 
to thint of the Doctor after Death. There's 
no Remedy in the Graue; and the beſt 
Way, is, to bury the Alfliction and the 
Remembrance of it both together in Ob- 
livion. After-Wit is commonly dear 
bought; and we always pay for t, either 


with Misfortune, Anxiety, or Sorrow z 5 


either with the Loſs of a Limb, or of 
Life, or ſomething elſe that is dearer to 
us, than the Purchaſe of Experience can 
counterva il. How many\ unfortunate Ac- 
cidents, through the whole Courſe of hu- 
man Life, are owing to the Want of Con- 


Aderation, and of thinking | beforehand, 


towards the preventing of 7// Conſequences, 
and unlucky Events? What can be more 


ridiculous, than to be recalling an Arrom, 


a Stone, or a Aue, when the Miſchief 
is done? 

'Tis a mighty Inprudence to neglect the 
weizhing of all the Circumſtances of an 


we 


upon PROVERBS. 7 
we venture upon doing that which we 
may perhaps repent of in the Event, to our 
great Shame, Damage, and Diſgrace. The 
mnconſiderate Humour, Diverſion, or Plea- 
ſure of a Moment, has coſt many an ho- 
neſt Man his Peace, and his Honour all 
his Life long. An After-Ibaught may 
enhance our Trouble, but cannot relieve 
our Diſtreſs : It may prevent the like In- 
temperance for the future, but it cannot 
make us any Satisfaction for what is peſt z 
whetlier it be an Injury or Grievance to 
our ſelves, or to others; whether it be 
Loſs of Fame, or of Fortune; Trouble 
of Mind, or of Body, or any other Caſu- 
alty, that afflicts beyond . Recovery and 
Redreſs. In fine, an After-Thought can- 
not zinmarry ; it cannot ſet a broken Leg 3 
it cannot extinguiſh the Fire, when a 
Houſe is all in a Flame; it cannot repair 
any Loſs, nor make Amends for an Injury 
done: But only puts us upon the Conrem- 
lation of our own Miſery, or Imprudence, 
and lays us under the Laſh and Remorle 
of this Pꝛoverb. | 


B 4 PRO. 
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PROV. Ul. 


\Naught is never in Danger. 


Reflexion. 


OW many People are ſav'd by this 
I P2overb ! And indeed, it is not to 
tell how many Dangers and Difficulties an 
Man goes through, for one that a good 
Man eſcapes. But we muſt not judge 
rathly neither, nor lay the Fault upon 
Providence. Jo fall out with Heaven for 
a Flea-bite, is not the Way to prevent Af- 
fliftions and Tyyals, Raſh Cenfures and 
Detractiont, are in every Body's Mouth; 
and this Pꝛoverb is too vulgar, and too 
frequently made uſe of among the com- 
mon People, upon any providential Deli- 
verance. If be had been good for any 
Thing, they cry, he had broke a Leg or 
an Arm And, in ſhort, if he had broke 
his Neck, perhaps he had dy'd a better 
Chriſtian in their Opinion. But at this 
rate of Reaſoning, a Man had almoſt as 
good be a Knave, as not unfortunatęe; and 
yet who can believe a Perſon to be an 100 
Liver, becauſe Providence takes Care of 
him? It paſſes for a 7% alſo, but too 
often among People of better Rank and 
48 „„ 
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uality; One was within an Inch of being 
kill'd : Another had like to have had his 
Brains daſh'd out: Why, ſays a third, 
they were both ſav'd by the Pꝛoberb: And 
ſo looſe Men are apt to make a Banter of 
God's Mercy, and to laugh at their own 
Preſervation or Security under the Prote- 
lion of Heaven. 

Tis true, however, in all other Caſes, 
ſetting aſide providential Deliverances and 
Eſcapes, that Naught's in no great Danger. 
What Danger is a Filt in of being deluded, 
that has nothing to loſe? Who'd run away 
with a naughty or wanton Woman, that's a 
very Antidote to Deſigns and has neither 
Modeſty nor Shame to put her in Danger 
of an Intrigue £ But to deſcend now from 
the Whore, to the Rogue, He's in no 
Danger of the Gallows, he'll tell ye, un- 
der the Comfort and Confidence of this 
Pꝛoverb; and indeed he's not worth the 
hanging, if the Law could punith him eb 
fectually any other way, without Death. 
A Houſe of Office is in no Danger of being 
riff'd by a Rogue, upon the moſt preſſing 
or neceflary Occaſion ; and Thieves do not 
rob us of our Dung or our Gew-gaws, but of 
our Money and Fewels. '1hey are Things of 
Worth and Value, that endanger a Gentle- 
man either at Home or Abroad. Stealing 
of the Crown, was a bold Adventure in- 
© pai 9 a 
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deed ; but the Prize was as great as the 
Attempt was difficult or dangerous. Lit- 
tle Things are ſafe under the Contempt of 
the World; for their Inſignificancy ſecures 
them againſt all Apprehenſion, Danger, 
and Violence. There are many terrible 
Storms at Court, which never reach the 
Cottage, nor touch Diogenes's Tub. Mon- 
rains often ſuffer, while Mole- hills are 
not ſo much as ruffl'd by Tempeſts of 
oy — and Thunder. . 

n ſhort, this Pꝛoverb ſecures many a 
Bird from the Fowler, and many a Beaſt 
from the Hunter, which are not rf 
either the catching, or the killing: And it 
does not only ſave the Life, but the Li- 
berty of many a poor Creature too, that 
deſerves neither a Cage, nor a Chain. 
The Matter's plain; whatſoever is deſpi- 
cable, uſeleſs, and good for nothing, is ſafe 
under the Security of this old Saying, to 
all Intents and Purpoſes, 


PROV. 
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PRO v. Iv. 
Hungry Dogs will eat dirty Puddings. 


Reflexion. 


AAny a Man has been as hungry as a- 
ny Dog in the Pꝛoberb, and very 
well ſatisfy'd too, with as ordinary Fare. 
Hunger is Sawce for an Emperor, and it 
gives a Reliſh to the pooreſt Entertainment 
in the World, How many Great Men 
have had an Appetite for their own Ex- 
crements, in a ſtarving Condition? The 
Puddle has ſometimes been ſweet to the 
Thirſty; and People a-dvy, have quaff d up 
worſe Potions too, with a pleaſant Guſt. 
Dak1vus might well prefer the quench- 
ing of his Drought, to any other V7&ory or 
Conqueſt, The Power of Thirſt is next to 
the Miracle of turning Water into Wine : 
And Hunger is ſo ſtrong, that it changes 
Dirt into a Dainty, and makes a D#licacy 
out of a Dung-Hill. So that if we muſt eat 
a Peck f Dirt before we die, it muſt cer- 
tainly go down when we are 4 hungry, and 
do not ſtand upon Niceties. Tis certain, 
dirty Water will quench Fire, and ſatisfy 
or cool a burning Luft, 


But 
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deed ; but the Prize was as great as the 
Attempt was difficult or dangerous. Lit- 
tle Things are ſafe under the Contempt of 
the World ; for their I»/;gnificancy ſecures 
them againſt all Apprehenſion, Danger, 
and Violence. There are many terrible 
Storms at Court, which never reach the 
Cottage, nor touch Diogenes's Tub. Moun- 
zains often ſuffer, while Mole-hills are 
not ſo much as ruffl'd by Tempeſts of 
893 — and Thunder. . 
n ſhort, this Pꝛoverb ſecures many a 
Bird from the Fowler, and many a Beaſt 
from the Hunter, which are not worth 
either the catching, or the filling: And it 
does not only ſave the Life, but the Li- 
berty of many a poor Creature too, that 
deſerves neither a Cage, nor a Chain. 
The Matter's plain; whatſoever 1s-deſpi- 
cable, uſeleſs, and good for nothing, is ſafe 
under the Security of this old Saying, to 
all Intents and Purpoſes, zue 
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PRO v. .. 
Hungry Dogs will eat dirty Puddings. 


Reflexion. 


ff Any a Man has been as hungry as a- 
ny Dog in the Pꝛoberb, and very 
well ſatisfy'd too, with as ordinary Fare. 
Hunger is Sawce for an Emperor, and it 
gives a Reliſh to the pooreſt Entertainment 
in the World, How many Great Men 
have had an Appetite for their own Ex- 
crements, in a ſtarving Condition? The 
Puddle has ſometimes been ſweet to the 
Thirſty; and People a-dry, have quaff d up 
worſe Potions too, with a pleaſant Guſt, 
Dak1vUs might well prefer the quench- 
ing of his Drought, to any other Vicłory or 
Conqueſt, The Power of Thirſt is next to 
the Miracle of turning Vater into Wine : 
And Hunger is ſo ſtrong, that it changes 
Dirt into a Dainty, and makes a Delicacy 
out of a Dung-hill. So that if we muſt eat 
a Peck Dirt before we die, it muſt cer- 
tainly go down when we are 4 hungry, and 
do not ſtand upon Niceties. Tis certain, 
dirty Water will quench Fire, and fatisfy 
or cool a burning Luft. 


But 
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But of late Days, our Stomachs are 
grown wonderfully nice, curious, and 
dainty, Nothing will pleaſe my Lady in a 
Morning, but her Chocolate, her Gellies, 
and her Sweet-meats ; or ſuch like liquo- 
riſh Slap-ſawces, which pall the Appetite, 
and diſreliſb the Palate for the whole Day. 
Gluttony and Pampering deſtroy as many 
People, as drinking to Exceſs : And they 
are happy that indulge themſelves in nei- 
ther, to a Diftemper. Every Merſel above 
Meaſure, preys upon Nature likea Vulture; 
and every Cup too much, is like opening Pan- 
dora s Box, and letting out all the Diſeaſes 
upon a Man's own Body. One ſingle In- 
temperance has coſt mayy a luſcious Gen- 
tleman either his Liberty, his Limbs, or 
his Life; his Eaſe, or his Health for ever. 

Tis ſtrange how {ar the Humour of Feaſt- 
ing, Guttling, and Gugsling is ſpread ; 
and how much it has debauch d Mankind l. 
Drinking of Healths is as notorious as the; 
Deluge, and as certainly drowns and de- 
ſtroys the Senſes of all ſottith Drunkards. 
But Fuddling and Carouſing, are fo much 
in Faſhion, that it may call a Man's So- 
. briety in Queſtion, perhaps, to reflect up- 
on thoſe modiſh Exceſſes. However, both 
Vices may ſhake Hands for this ſcandalous 
Fruth ; that the very Rump of a Gooſe 
has created a thouſand mortal drinking 

Bouts, 
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Bout. No Bufmnefs is to be done now-a- 
days, but over a Bottle; as if People dealt 
upon a Tryal of Skill, and he that had the 
ſtrongeſt Brain, ſhould make the beſt Bar- 
gain: So that Guzzling is become a kind 
of Traffick or Commerce, and the whole 
Trade of the Town does in a great meaſure 
depend upon t. And as for Gormondizing, 
there's no End ont, till Peoples Belhes 
are full, and they can eat no more, for 
fear of a Fever, a Funeral, or the Under- 
taker, There are Victuals enough in Lon- 
don to ſerve a foreign Kingdom ; but for 
all that, Hoſpitality is quite loſt, and poor 
Folks do as it were ſtarve in a Cook's Shop. 
Let any Man look into Leaden-Hall- 
Market, and tell me what he thinks of an 
Engliſh Stomach. We are the greateſt 
Fleſb-pots that ever liv d, out of Egypt. 
And how comes it to paſs, that a French- 
man ſhould make you as good a Dinner 
upon one ſingle Sallad, a Turnep, or a 
Potatoe, as we can do upon Sir Loins and 
Ragou's, or Pig, Gooſe, and Capon? 
However, there's another Extream yet 
of ſome abſtemious Churls, Enemies to 
their own Carcaſles, either out of a nig- 
gardly, baſe, pinching Temper, or an En- 
thuſraſtick, preſumptuous Mortification 5, 
who fall under the Reflexion of this 
Truth, tor denying themſelves * 
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and baulking their Stomachs : For a Man 
may faſt ſo long, till he cannot eat at all; 
and whoſe Fault is that? Not the Þ20- 
verbs. "Ts over-doing a Duty; and the 
Appetite may as ſoon be loſt for want of 
Eating, to ſupport Nature, as upon the 
moſt cloying Exceſs of eating tos much. 
But, in thort, this P2overb is a ſevere 
Satyr againſt all our unneceſſary Varieties 
and Delicacies of Food; and it dictates the 
beſt Way of Living in the World, with 
an Inſtruction of Temperance, Health, and 
Frugality, only to drink when we are dry, 
and to eat when we are hungry; for there 
is nothing ſo wholeſome, reliſhing, or nous 
riſoing, as a true Hunger. It reflects alſo 
upon all the ſtudy'd Niceties of Dyer, as 
coſtly Kick-ſhaws, and ſavoury Sateces 3 
which are as unmholeſome, as they areextra- 
vagant, and ſerve only either to feed Diſea- 
ſes, or to fatten the Body for the Church- 
Tard. It is the Nature of Luxury, to make 
the Conſtitution languiſh 3 ſometimes by 
bloating it up to ap/unwieldy Bulk, or 
infupportable Burden; and fometimes by 
waſting it away to an Anatomy or a Sha- 
dow of meer Skin and Bones. For how 
many People eat and drink to a Surfeit, 
and loſe both the Bleſſing of Health, and 
the Benefit of the Pꝛoverb at laſt, for 
Want of good Stomachs 2 Tis notoriouſly 
8 3 . true 
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true to a fatal Conviction; or elſe the Bills 
of Mortality would hardly run fo high, 
upon Fevers, Calentures, and Conſumpti- 
ons. 


PROV. V. 


Cut your Cloak according to your 
Cloth. 


Reflexion. 


HIS Direction is not only Tay. 
lors Work, but a good Leſſon over 
and above to all Mankind ; and it takes 
an exact Meaſure of their Actions, as well 
as of their Shape, Subſtance, and Bodies. 
It is the beſt Advice can be given to 
People of all Ranks and Degrees, whe- 
ther of the Nobility, Gentry, or Commo- 
nalty of the Kingdom; from the higheſt 
to the lameſt; to ballance Accompts be- 
twixt their Expence, and their Income ; to 
adjuſt their Lives and Liberties ro the 
real Worth of their Eſtates ; and never to 
let their Fortune become ſo much indebt- 
ed to their Extravagances, for a Shew, a 
Figure, or fine Cloaths ; which it is not 
able either to pay off upon Sight, or diſ- 
charge upon Demand, both with _— 
an 
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and Reputation. The Cloak owes its 
Length, Goodneſs, and every Thing elſe, 
but the Cur and the Make, to the Cloath ; 
and it muſt be ſtill providently manag'd 
according to that Scantling So that this 
Pꝛoverb, well practis d, might have ſav'd 
many a proſuſe Gentleman a plentiful E- 
ſtate, and preſerv d many a prodigal Tradeſ- 
man from breaking. There never were 
more Statutes of Bankrupt a-foot at one 
Time in the Kingdom. But he that lives 
above the Allowance of his Fortune, is as 
much in Danger of Ruin, as a Dabbler, 
that launches out of his Depth in the 
Thames, is of Drowning : And nothing 
can ſave him, but a providential Delive- 
n h | 
This good old Saying is ſo great a Mar- 
im of Prudence and Frugality in all Fami- 
lies, that People would do well to carry 
it always about with them in their Minds, 
as a cautionary Guard upon their Pockets 
in the lay ing out of Money, for Fear of 
out- running the Conſtable. They ought 
never to go to Market without it; nor 


4 


buy more than they can really afford, be- 
yond Neceſſity. They ſhould eat and 
drink, and cloth themſelves according to 
the Diſcretion of it. Parents, by the wiſe 
Inſtruction of this Doctrine, are only o- 
klig'd to give their Children ſuch an Edu. 


cation 
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cation, as is anſwerable to their Birth and 
Quality. It would look ridiculous fox 
Mot her Huff, that keeps a little Ale-Houſe, 
at the Sign of the Laſt-ſhift, to put her 
Daughter Damnable, either to a Board- 
ing- School for Breeding, or to a Dancing- 
School for Carriage and Conrt-Qualifica- 
tions when perhaps, after all, the gaw- 
dy Figure the poor Girl makes there, ſhe 
ſhall not have above a Pot of Drink ta 
her Portion. A prodigal conceited Bar- 
ber would be laughed at, if he ſhould pre- 
tend to ſet up his Son for a topping Beau, 
or a Gentleman, upon the Advantages 
of Powder and curd Locks For al- 
though he can, perhaps, afford it as well 
as his Neighbours, it is yet but Vanity 
and Ambition at the beſt, and an Affront 
to a Miller, or a Man in the Meal- Tub. 
But there are ten thouſand Inſtances of 
Pride, Foppery, and Extravagance, in all 
Trades and Profeſſions, where the Cloak 
is not cut according to the Cloath ; and 
People pay dear at laſt, for tranſgreſſing 
this frugal Pꝛoverb. | | 

I believe the Nation was never ſo ex- 
travagantly fine, and ſo ſenſibly poor, at 
the ſame ; Fermi The Splendor of our 
Equipage and Apparel, is as dazling as the 
Sun, in Spite of all Clouds, but thoſe that 
threaten a Shower of Rain, People are 

| C clad 
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chad in Gayety and Glory, under the worſt 
of Fortunes. We put all the Finery of 
the Indies upon our Backs, let the Fear 
2nd the Fate of a War be what it will 
in the Vyſbot. But, in ſhort, what with 


Modes and Commodes, Silks and Sattins, 


Ribbons and Laces, fulſom Faſbions and 
Furbelo s, Diamonds, Pearls, and precious 
Stones, the whole World almoſt goes to 
the dreſling of one of our ſwaggering Gal. 
lants : So that at this Rate, England in a 
little Time, will become the uniuerſal 


Wardrobe of Foppery. However, it is plain 


how far this moral Sentence, upon the 
leading of a zhrifty Life, is concern d both 
for the Profuſeneſs and the Folly ont. 

Tis true, Prodigality is a jolly Vice, and 
of the moſt Jha Ve ogue in the World ʒ 
for ſome or other ſtill muſt needs be the 
better fort. But let any Man look at 


Home, and conſider it in his own Boſom, 


and he will find nothing but vain Glo 
in the Beginning, Trouble in the Progreſs, 
and Beggary in the End of a pradigal Life. 
Give me the Man, therefore, that knows 
how to be generous, and yet frugal ; that 
is merry and wiſe upon all Occaſions: A 
Men that knows better Things than to ſa- 
facrifice an Eſtate for vulgar Applauſe and 
Popularity; or to run out All, for the 


too, 


upon PrRoverts 19 
tov, only out of the Mouths. of thoſe ve- 
ry People, who are made by his Ruin. 
ow many good-natur d eaſy Fools have 
been meerly flatter d out of their Money 
Honour d out of their Fortunes ; and wor- 
ae out of their Senſes at laſt, upon the 

orlorn Hope of a prodigal e 2 
But he that governs his Purſe by this Pꝛo- 
verb, knows better how to ve, and how 
to lay out his Money to the beſt Advan= 
tage of his Credit and Character in the 
Common-wealth, keeping himſelf till 
irs the juſt Bounds of ati honeſt Abi- 
1 
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PRO V. VI. 
It is a good Horſe that never ſtum- 


bles $7 | 


Reflexion. 

H HIS P}overb holds true from the 

Brute, to the Man. A lame Horſe, 

and a lame Chriſtian upon the Back of 
him, is no falſe Heraldry : But the Rider 
has the leſs Reaſon of the two, however, 
to commit ſo many groſs Blunders in. all 


the Aﬀions of his Life. There is no 


Creature that ever went upon four Legs, 
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but has made ſome falſe Step or other; 
and every Mother's Son of us upon two, 
hath his Slips and his Imperfections. In 
ſhort, every Jockey will eaſily grant me, 
that he's the beſt Horſe which ſtumbles 
leaſt: And not to run too far, upon the 
Compariſon of the Beaſt, hes the perfecteſt 
Man, that has the feweſt Faults, either of 
Mind or of Boay ;, and ſbe's the moſt; ac- 
compliſh'd Woman, that is the fartheſt 
a ©. EN Go oe; 
The greateſt Beauty hath its Blemiſhes 3 
and the be/? of us all, have our ,Fazlmps. 
He's the wiſeſt Man now-a-days, that is 
the leaſt a Fool; and the honeſteſt (gene- 
rally ſpeaking) that is the leaſt a Knave ? 
For Self is a great Rogue; and where is 
that incomparable Perſon in the World, 
without his W-2k-/ide, either of a Self- 
Intereſt that blinds him, or a Self-Con- 
ceit that betrays him into a thouſand Er- 
rors, throughout the whole Courſe of his 
Affairs. TIT ATTY: 

But this Truth is to be interpreted ra- 
ther according to its main Deſign, in Fa- 
vour of human Frailties,, whether in 
Thong ht, Word, or Deæd. The Govern- 
ment of the Thought, beyond Paſſion, Pre- 
Judice, cr Revenge, upon ſome Occaſion 
or another, either of Injury or Affront, is 
ſuch a Conqueſt (I believe) as never Man 
1 yer 
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yet made under the Infirmities of Fleſh 
and Blood. Thought is the moſt ungover- 
nable Thing in the World, except we are 
Maſters of it within our own Boſoms : . 
For the Liberty of it cannot be cramp d or 
reſtrain d by any external Power whatſo- 
ever, though it have never ſo great a Lafs 
over our Words and Actions, But, in 
ſhort, the Hypocriſy of the Age 1s become 
ſo notorious, that there's no taking a Man's 

Word now for what he thinks. 
And then, for the Tongue, it eſtabli- 
thed this very Pꝛoverb upon its own 
blundering Miſtakes, and extravagant Rail- 
leries. It is the great Inſtrument of Error 
and Iniquity, Lying, Swearing, and Re- 
proach ; and it gives Life, Noiſe, and 
Vigor, to all the Vices upon Earth. Di- 
vers Tongue was tormented inthe Flame; 
and ſome unthinking Wyretches on Earth, 
talk nothing but Hell, Fire, and Brim- 
ſtone, whole Tonguesare never tobe cool d, 
neither in this World, nor the next. How- 
ever, this Pꝛoverb pleads a Pardon for 
all innocent Miſtakes in Converſation and 
Diſcourſe ; and it puts a Check upon all 
intemperate Mockery and Laughter, when 
a well-meaning Perſon is guilty of an 7g- 
norant Expreſſion or Blunder in Company. 
Fleering, and Feſting, and Banter, are the 
Faculties of Buffoons, the Froth of Folh, 
n C3 and 
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and the Scum of Conceit ; and to ridicule 


an honeſt Man's 2 or Weakneſs, is 
againſt the Rules of Urbanity, common Ci- 
vility, and good Breeding, inall the Schools 
of Vertue and Knowledge. 

But every Man has a #lind Side alſo in 
his Actions; for we all act as if we did 
not believe our own Eyes. How many 


Mi fortunes and Miſcarriages in this Age, 


are owing to human Overſight and Inad- 
yertency | There's a mighty Byaſs in all 
Buſineſs, that runs People foul upon Er- 
ror, Intereſt, or Injuſtice; and it holds as 
{trong too, upon the Compariſon, in all 
the Tranſactions of our Lives, as it does 
in the Bowling-Green, whether the Di- 
verſion coſts us either Shame, Loſs, or Diſ- 


advantage. Men are only Slaves to their 


Paſſions ; not excepting Princes, and the 
Great MoGuUL himſelf. One ſingle Pre- 
judice is powerful enough to put the poor 
Mortal out of Tune ; to conquer the 
whole World, and to carry the War far- 
ther too. But as for Intereſt, it has eſta- 
bliſh'd an univerſal Monarchy already, and 


makes both the Indies truckle. 


However, with a Regard to this Pꝛo- 
verb, let a Man ſfumble never ſo often, 
we ought to be merciful and tender, as 
well as ju#, in cenfuring his Actions un- 
der the Force of 20 Cuſtoms, bad * 

. ples, 
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ples, and a deprav d State of Nature. We 
ought to be kind and compaſlionate in our 
Refiexions upon all human Miſcarriages 
and Tranſgreſhons, either of a pooliſi 
Word, or a filly Action. An impudent Fact 
indeed, is the more unpardonable of the 
7w9 ; but perhaps no Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghott, Some Actions of the very Mar- 
tyrs, require a favourable Interpretation. 
But as to the grumbling Wife, which is 
commonly made the Burden of the good 
Horſe that never ſtumbles, there will be 
Scolding, Caterwawling, and Quarrelling, 
among Men and Women to the World's 
End, let the good old Pꝛoperb ſay what 


it will. 


— 


hd _——— 


PROV. VII. 
A Fool's Bolt is ſoon bot. 


Reflexion, 


VERY Man ought to have this Pꝛo- 
E. verb in his Mind, before any Vord 
comes out of his Mouth. He that never 
takes Aim, my Life fort, will never hit 
the Mark. Where is the Scope of ſcatter- 
ing #11 Words or rude Petraeus as thick 
as Hail-ſoor, among civil People that have 

C4 left. 
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left off their Pop-Guns 2 Talking at Ran. 
dom, is like ſbooting in the Air, which does 
nothing but make a Noiſe. The Crack 
ont only diſturbs the Neighbourhood, and 
frightens Children. A little Frorh and 
Banter, breaks no Bones, and is only a 
BRUTUM FULMEN out of a Fool's 
—_— ke... 
But there is a 4b Expreſſion yet of e- 
dun Danger with a Ihunder-clap, which 
pares no Body in its Way. It flies like 
Lightening, and its ſudden Flaſhes com- 
monly either blaſt a Man's Reputation 
hurts his Perſon, ot ſtrikes at his Life: And 
it is none of the SPEAKER's, Fault nei- 
ther, if it does not kill dead too. A Word 
dropt by a goſſipping Fellow, for Want of 
due Thinking, Secrecy, or Civility, may 
ſometimes do as much Miſchief as a Dag- 
ger, and bring it Home alſo to his ow 1 
Door. The Mouths of ſome Blunderbuſ- 
ſer are always charg'd with Deſtruction a- 
gainſt others; which, when they are moſt 
full, and the fouleſt, are moſt apt to re- 
coil upon themſelves in the Diſchar 6. 
But there's no Dart fo quick, or Io deadly, 
as the Tongue of a loud, tattling, leaky 
A flaſhy Foot will be {till prating in 
 7viſe Men; Company, to no Manner of 
Purpoſe ; ſave, only to ſhew his Imperti- 
"28 23-44 4 +4 3 om „won nence, 
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nence, 23 and the Vanity of be- 
tray ing bimſelf; which is ſuch a Piece of 
Treachery, as none but a filly ſelf-conceit- 
ed Fop would be guilty of in common Con- 
verſation. But when his Bolt is orice ſhot, 
(which ſeldom does any great Miſchief ) 
he has no more to do, than to put on his 
Cap, get a new Coar, and take his Place 
in Paradice. His own Confidence, and a 
little Flattery of other Folks, is ſufficient 
to make him a Peer of the Realm there: 
For an Affectation of Applauſe, and an 
Ambition to be thought wiſe, is a Fool's 
Character drawn in proper Colours. 

The Inſtruction of this Pꝛoverb, lies 
in governing the Tongue with Diſcretion 
a, Prudence. Tis a Lecture of Delibe- 
ration, Curteſy, and Afﬀability in Compa- 
ny ; of Fidelity and Secrecy in Affairs. 
It is alſo a Satyr againſt fooling, blabbing, 
or blurting out a raſh unlucky Word to 
the Prejudice of a Perſon, and ſpeaking 
whatever comes uppermoſt, without any 
Regard to good Manners or common Sobri- 
ety. It excludes bantering the Benefit of 
good Converſation, and condemns all foo- 
Iiſh Teſts, forward Raptures, and un- 
thinking Railleries of Language upon a- 
ny Subject: For it is Raſhneſs alone that 
diſcharges every Fool's Bolt. 

1  PROY, 
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PRO V. VIII. 
Out of Sight, out of Mind. 


Reflexion. 


HIS is the common Complaint of all 
Lovers. Tis certain, that we ge- 
nerally love moſt in at our Eyes; for the 
deareſt Object is ſoon forgotten, when we 
are once deprivd of the Advantage and 
_ Happineſs of ſeeing it: Neither does this 
argue the Shortneſs of the Memory, but the 
Falſeneſs of the Paſſion. Our Memories do 
not depend upon our Eyes; and yet we 
are n beholden to Sight, for the 
Impreſſion of all thoſe fair Ideas, which 
charm and captivate Admirers, But the 
Minds of Men are grown ſo fickle, falſe, 
and forgetful, that it is become a Pꝛo- 
verb; and perhaps of the Womens making 
too; though borb Sexes have been equal- 
ly guilty of Inconſtancy. However, all 
ace-Love is like the Reflexion of a Look- 
ing-Glaſs; for it goes off with the Perſon, 
and laſts no longer than the Party is pre- 

ent. 5 
f This wniverſal Oracle of Truth has a 
farther Drift yet, upon - greater Things 
than a paultry Paſſion, and is . 
"4 


% 


upon PROVERBS. 


And, as the World goes now, Diſtance is 
the greateſt Tryal of Friendſbip, and Ab- 


ſence the trueſt Teſt of Love : But to for. 


get one's Friend, whoſe good Offices ought 
to behad in rr a ac e up- 
on a Pretence either of the ons or the o- 
tber, is a baſe Treachery, and a notorious 


Ingratitude; as if our Affections were no 


longer a-cooling, than our Broth, and ex+ 
pir d with the laſt Breath of a FAREWEI. 
We ought to love beyond the Grave, 


and remember the Dead, as well as the- 


Living. True Love paſles the River Lethe, 
and knows no Oblivion on either Side, I 
do not mean that People ſhould go to Hell 
for Company, or follow their Friends thi- 
ther in a Frolick; as THESEVUS and P- 
KITHOUS did out of Friendſbip, and be- 
came everlaſting Monuments, rather than 
good Examples of Fidelity : Though the 
2 of the Fable is well worthy of our 

mitation and Practice, which is not ta 
love one another to Self-murder or Damna- 


tion ; but be that loves no farther than he 


can ſee, may in Time be marry'd perhaps; 
if a Mountain, a Mile or two of Ground, 
E | or a 


27 | 
for better People than little treacherous 
Sweet-Hearts, and inconſtant humble Ser- 
vants, It laſhes the Unkindneſs and Falſe- 
hood of Friends, as well as Lovers, upon a 
mutual 2 of their Affections; 
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or a Day's Abſence, do not break off the 
Match. However, for a FRIEND it: - 
ny Corner of the World, his He d 
Welfare ought to be Part of our Deuten; 
and it is our Duty to relieve him effe- 
ctually too, every where on this Side 
Heaven, in Spite of any Diſtance or Di 
ficulty, either of Time or Place For the 
 Pertue is ſtill more glorious for breaking 
through all Impediments, Oppoſitions, 
and Dangers, with greater Influence, as well 
as Luſtre, Truc Love, and real Friend- 
ſhip, are never to be cramp'd within the 
narrow Compaſs of the Eye-lids ; but chal- 
lenge the whole Univerſe for their: Purlieu, 
their Memory, and their Fame. "The O- 
LJigation is not local, nor bounded by 2 Seg. 
or a Gulyp bd. 18 Wt 
' Adear Friend, one would think, ſhould. 
never be forſaken upon a Point of Honour 
and Intereſt ; and much leſs ſhould he e- 
ver be forgotten, out of Gratitude and 
Admiration, His happy Memory ought 
to be conſtantly diſplay'd in our Minds ;, 
and as daily and duly repeated in our 
Thoughts, as the Sun riſes, to form the love- 
Iy Image of his Beauties and Glories upon 
the Face of the Earth; with this Diffe- 
rence only, that the continual Commemna-. 
ration of his Kindneſs, ſhould never ſet in 
our Hearts, diſappear in our Company, uf 
TAN IE RN RI Sikh & 90, be 
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be benightedin our Solitudes, What ought 
we not to do in a thankful Rememberance 
of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, that 
FRIEND of Friends? Or can we remem- 
ber him too often, in his never to be for- 
gotten Paſſion and Redemption of the World? 
Oh, memorable Redemption ] 

But People are become ſo unkind and 
inconſtant now-a-days, that they doat up- 
on nothing ſo much as Variety and Novel- 
ty; and that's the Miſchief ont, in all 
the modern Changes of Love and Friend- 
ſvip. We are as fond of new Faces and 
new Acquaintance, as Children are of new 
Cloths, or Courtiers of new Faſhions in 
Turns of State, and Revolutions of Go- 
vernment. The Affections of Teſterday, 
are old and out of Date with ſome 2 
Folks, and an Almanach can hardly pleaſe 
the Year out. The ſame Thing two Days 
together, cloys, and even furfeits our fan- 
ciful Sparks. So that there's ſcarce any 
reliſhing Eetertainment in this Age, but 
what's as new as a Muſhroom, that hardly 
ever liv'd to ſee the Sun. And I make no 
Queſtion at all, but this Book will fall 
under the Fate of this Pꝛoverb, as well 
as the BIBLE, or The whole Duty of Man; 
for Ballads of late Days, are commmonly 
remember d longeſt. | 


PROV. 
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PROV. IX. 
Like Father, like Son. 


Refl exion. 


E are all 2. kin to ADAM, and his 
| Fall ſeems to be entail d upon 
Mankind. How many Sons inherit their 
Fathers Failings, as well as Eftates e And 


| how many ah nv have ſomething of 


their Mothers Vanities both in Dreſs and 
Humour? A great Part of us, is cer- 
tainly traduc d from our Parents, Chil- 
dren are generally like either the Father 
or the Mother, in their Minds, as well as 
their Bodies, The Faculties of the for- 
mer commonly run in a Blood; and forthe 
Features or the Complexion of the latter, 
they often look as if they were caſt in the 


fame Mould : Inſomuch, that Likeneſs is 


now reckon'd a Mark of Legitimacy. 

This Saying ſets forth the Force both of 
Nature and —__ 5 as well by the vio- 
lent Bent of Inclination in the one, as the 
Strength of Imitation and Practice in the 
other. A Chip of the old Block, is the 
vulgar Nick-name of a Father-like Boy, 
that is look d upon to be no Baftard, How- 
ever, no Man can deny, but the good Pre- 


ge pt 
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eps of an honeſt Father, will go a great 
Way towards the making of a vertuous 
Son; but one ill Example, has ten times 
the Power to make him vitious, and plead 
Authority for t. The beſt Inſtructions are 
only ſo much Breath loſt, where looſe Pra- 
ices diſcredit them, and ſtagger the Be- 
lief. And, for this Reaſon, Children 
ſhould never hear nor ſee any Thing that 
they may be the worſe for Knowing': So 
that Parents ought to have a ſtrict Regard 
both to their Words and their Actions, in 
the Preſence of their little Ones; and to 
bring them up, without ever having the 
Liberty of i Sights, idle Stories, and q- 
ther corrupt Language, in the Company of 
lewd-tengu'd Men, or immodeſt Maids. For 
buman Nature (we know) is originally 
tainted ; fond of hiſcious Diſcourſe, and 
eaſily tickl a by a Bawdy Word, either in- 
to i Thoughts, filt 3 or de- 

he Tetter ſpreads by 


bauch d Practices. 
rubbing. Lewdneſs grows by Degrees, 
from a Wart toa Wen. The very Breath 
of Sin, is dangerous, and catching where- 
ver it is tall d of, and infects like a Plague. 
Tis natural for looſe Perſons to give their 
Tails the ſame Liberty they allow their 


Tongues ;, for they all ſpeak in that Dialect 
from below. , Pp | 


But 


32 Moral Reflexions 

But if the Vices of tlie Parents are got 
within the Skin, and lie deeper in their 
Children, than Example, there's no Way 
like training them up in the Fear of their 
Maker," to work off thoſe evil Impreſſions 
and gver-growmn Habits ; for nothing leſs 
than an Almighty Power Gan: cancel a wic- 
ted Conſtitution, either in Toung or Old, 
and reſtore their depraud Nature, to its 
former Liberty of Reaſon, ' Vertue, and 
Religion. A liberal and a learned Educa- 
tion, may do great Things towards the re- 
covering of a ficken'd Mind ; and though it 
cannot cure the Blood, yet it may govern 
the Niſings and Intemperances. of it. Tis 
certain, that both Univerſties have often 
mended the Matter by hard Study and 
good Diſcipline and many young Gentle- 
men bred up there, have provid ſoberer and 
wiſer than their Anceſtors; But there are 
{ome natural Liłeneſſes after all, between 
the Father and the Son, either in Fancy, 
Humour, er, Diſpoſition 3 which are ſtill 
as unalterable as the Pꝛoverb; and all 
the-Art of Man cannot amntench them. 
This P2overb, however, is true, yet 
in too many Families, for the worſæ; but 
there are ſome glorious Inſtances of it ſtill 
in the Kingdom for the herter. The Force 
of it appears farther in all Nurſeries of 
Learning, where Likeneſs is in a Manner 


2 
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fludyd with Earneſineſs and Affectation. 
A School-maſter has a great deal to anſwer 
for in the Inſiruftion of his Scholar. He 
ought to be as nice and d ſcreet in his 
Cyuduct, as in his Method of Teaching. He 
meets with a thouſand Provocations to rut- 
fle his Paſſions, diſorder his Judgment, 
and try his Patience; for, I believe, J 0B 
was no Schookmaſler... His Lite thould be 
as moral, vertuous, and exemplary, as the 
Leſſons he ſets his Scholars out of CATO, 
or CULMAN's: Sentences ; for his Pra- 
ctice is their Pattern; and Boys will c 
after their Maſter's Example, whether it 
be good or bad, as well as his Precept. 
'Twas a witty Saying of a noble Child, 
who, upon a certain Occaſion, counter- 
feiting a mighty Reſpect and Concern for 
his PRACEPTOR, that was no honefter 
than he ſhould be, fanid for his Hypocri- 
and Diſſimulation, and whom be loyd 
no farther than he could ſee him; Was 
alk'd, How he could diſſemble ſo Why, 
lay'd the Child, would you have me learn 
nothing of him ? | 

It holds good alſo, betwixt the Maſter 
and the Man. Servants are but Gentle- 
mens Apes, Monkeys of Faſhion and Gri- 
mace ; for they live only by Example, V. 
mitation, and Preſumption, Is there a 
Foot-man about Town, * does not n 
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and powder, and look big, upon the Ad- 
vantages of a neu- lac d Livery 2 But no- 
thing makes him more lite his Maſter, 
than a Sword by his Side too ; a Mark of 
more Vanity than Yalouy 5 which diſho- 
nours the very Weapon, and brings the 
Cuſtom of wearing it in Diſgrace. Howe- 
ver, to deſcend now from thoſe foppiſh 
Peoples Habit and Drapery, to their Actłi- 
ons They owe moſt of their Vices and 
Vertues too, (if they have any) to the 
Power of Example, for Want of better E- 
ducation ; ſave only, that Pride, Impu- 
dence, and Ignorance, are purely their 
own, without being beholden to their Ber- 
ters for thoſe Qualifications. Servants are 
the greateſt Mimicks in Nature, and they 
copy all the Qualities of their Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes to the Life, without any | 
Diſtinctiun of Good and Evil, No Man 
ever yet queſtion'd a Debauchee's Servant, 
for a lewd or a laſcivious Fellow ; a Drun- 
. kard's, for a Tipler or a boon Companion; 
a Gameſter's, for a Pack of Cards or falſe 
Dice in his Pocket; and the like in all o- 
ther the reſpective Services of Mankind. 
They glory in imitating the Iniquities of 
their Berters, and honour their Superiors 
in the fouleſt Intrigues. Tis but Trim- 
tram; tight or wrong, they II follow the 
Faſhion, and do their Duty. But nothing 
44 4 15 
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is ſo intollerable, as when their Imitation 


runs too cloſe upon the Heels of Gentili- 
zy 3 and theſe little Vaſſals grow ſo ambi- 


tious to be like their Maſters, that at laſt, 
they ſet up for Gentlemen themſelves. 

Tn fine, the Morality of this Pzoverh 
extends it ſelf to the giving of a good Ex- 
ample, from a King, to his People; a Fa- 
ther, to his Children, and a Ma hy to his 
* or Servants. The «formation 

gp * begin at the Palace 

and then e. Legs Families 

ers, or ſtrive at 

leaſt to be like their Superiors. But till 

then, the World will be no better, than 

it has been under the Influence of il Ex- 

amples, and the popular Blindneſs of Imi- 

tation, in all publick Relations, Practices, 
and Profeſſions. 


LEA 
One Man had better ſteal a Horſe, 
than another look over the Hedge. 


4 A 2 1 1 — — 


Reflexion. 
74 HIS does not juſtify Stealing at 


The P2overb means very ho- 


neſtly, 1 Pon, a ſmart Turn upon all 
D's partial 


= 


- 
0-4. & go > rocks 9 


Former, there's no 
nocent Perſon has held up his Hand at the 


bring em to condigu Puniſhment, and diſ- 
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partial Proceedings in public Tryals, as 


well as in private "bg; Ire As to the 
oubt but many an in- 


Bar, and been ſent as far out of Town too, 
as the guilty, by Subornat ion, Prejudice, 
and Corruption: But for the latter, there's 
nothing more ordinary and common, than 
for a poor Man to be condemn'd for a Pec- 
cadillo, out of Envy or Malice, or for 
Want of Money ; while the proſperous Vil- 
lain ſhall eſcape ſo much as an Aſperſion 
for the groſſeſt Crimes and Enormities. 
When great Rogues are in Authority, and 
have the Laws againſt e, and Rob- 
bery in their own Hands, little Thieves 
5517 go to Pot fort; and inferior Pirates 
are puniſnd with Death at the Gallows, 
while thoſe of a ſuperior Orb, or firſt Rate 
Ogfenders, live fafe and fuccefsful at the 
Helm of Government. When MERcU- 
R, the Patron of Thieves, ſtole King A p- 
METUS'S Cattel, leaſt he ſhould be puni- 


fed for the Theft, he cunningly robb'd 


APOLLo (the Heber) of the Arrows 
that ſhould have ſhot him for't : So that 
ſuch mighty Sharpers, either by Sea or 
Land, are too politick to be. call d to an 
Account for Piracy or Pilfering, leaft they 
mould attempt the Throne that would 


arm 
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arm it of Prerogative, as well as Power, to 
do the World Fuſtice. The Place of Exe 
ecution has been frequently loaded with 
the juſteſt Reproaches upon this Account 
and 'tis bard, that «ne Man ſhould be 
hang d out of the Way, to fave anatber 
Man's Bacon. But large Fiſves eaſily ſwal- 
low up the ſinall Shrimps, and grow fat 
upon't. Pikes prey upon Gudgeons. Great 
Men lord it over the Commons. Some 
Robbers thrive in their Iniquities, and 
triumph in their Deprædations, while the 
melancholy Lookers on, are as poor as Job; 
oppreſs'd by Rapine; and, as it were, pu- 
_ niſh'd for being guilty of Honeſty : And this 
is true, from the Horſe-Stealer, to the Fe- 
lon of Quality. 

What is this then, but the Partiality of 
the World? That /ome Men had better 

ſteal, than others look out of their He- 
ide; and yet winking at the Crime, would 
be a great deal more capital and unpardo- 
nable, Laws are like Cov-webs, ſaid the 
ingenious ANACHARIS, which eaſily 
catch little Flies, but"are not ſtrong e- 
nough to hold Waſps, or entangle Hor- 
nets. Poor Offenders ſuffer, but rich Ones 
never ſmart fort. There is nothing ſo 
unequal under the Cope of Heaven, as 3 
Reſpet of Perſons in the partial Diſtribu- 
tion either of Rewards or Puniſhments + 
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where one is ſeverely hamper'd, perſecu- 
ted, martyr'd in the State upon a fatal 
Rencounter, and another eſcapes Scot-free, 
with a Pardon, Penſion, and Protection 
for the next Miſchief; where one is pro- 
moted to Honour for the ſame Villany, 
that another has his Quarters ſtuck upon 
the Gates for, to terry ſuch audacious 
Bravo's for the Future; and where one 
again is put to the Diſgrace of a publick 
Scandal, or an ignominious Death in the 
Face of the Sun, while another ſcarce ſuf- 
fers a Scar in his Reputation: And both 
yet perhaps equally concern d, faulty, and 
undeſerving, either of Preferment or Mer- 
y ʒ but only that the Perſon who is ſav'd, 
often proves to be the blacker and un- 
worthier Devil of the tion. And, in ſhort, 
it is a Pity that ſuch Malefactors, by what 
Names or Titles ſoever they be dignify'd, 
whether for Murdey, 1 or Rebeli. 


on, ſhould not all fare alike under an e- 


qual Guilt; without any particular Diſtin- 


eons of Royal Favour, . politick Clemency, 
or popular Aﬀettion, = 
What has heighten'd the Contempt of the 
Clergy more, than an Inequality of Cen- 
fare, Detraction, and Calumny? A Sport 
is ſoon ſeen in Blach; but Religion does 
not conſiſt in the Coat, nor in Colours, The 
Gown and Caſſock do not make the Man, 
HH 2 4 | „ nor 
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nor diſtinguiſh the Saint from the Sinner. 
However, there's more Notice taken of 
ſome Perſons for an Imprudence, than of o- 
thers for a ſolemn Iniquity. If a Clergy- 
man commits a Fault, ſome venial Slip or 
other, either in Practice or Example, it 
ſhall be preſently magnify'd, and make a 
greater Noiſe in the Pari, than a Church- 
Warden's SACRILEGE, or an Overſeer's 
RoBBiNG TRE Pook; and it will 
not fail neither perhaps of being proclaim'd 
to the whole World for a horrid Impiety 
in the Perſon, an abominable Scandal to 
the Church, and an unpardonable Offence 
to all Poſterity: As if the Pariſhioners were 
not oblig d to be good Chriſtians, unleſs 
their PARSON were ſo too. At this 
partial Rate of Things, a Divine is the 
moſt unreaſonably liable to vulgar Slander 
and Miſconſtruction, of all Mankind, even 
from a Word, a Countenance, a Motion, 
a Geſture, or his common Carriage, to a 
downright Reproach of his very Thoughts 
and Actions. But we ought net to judge 
of Men by their Mien, their Looks, or 
their outward Imperfections; for tis cer- 
tain, that Yertue and Vice do not lie ſo 
near the Skin. 

However, this Pꝛoverb is for doin 
all People Juſtice alike, from the highe/ 
to the loweſt; and in a Caſes whatſoe- 

D 4 yer, 
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ver, either of Deſert, or Demerit; where 
our Conſtructions ought to be indifferent, 
our Reflexions equal, and our Judgments 
impartial, An unprejudic d Looker-on, at- 
ter all, is the moſt faithful Interpreter, ei- 
ther of the Divinity, the Conſcience, or 
the Law of the Matter, and knows beſt 
how to ſet the Saddle upon the right Horſe, 
both in Church and State; let the Felons 
or the Malefa&ors be who they will, ei- 
ther in the one, or the other, But the old 
Saying is verity'd ſtill in this Ræſpect of 
Perſons ; ſo that on? Man had better rob 
a Kingdom, than another pretend to rule 
it, and there's an End on't. We live in a 
thieving, cheating, and plundering Age, 
from the Crown, to the Cottage ; and our 
very Altars are not ſecure. Cozening is 
become a topping Trade; only we have 
got a genteeler Way of Stealing now, than 
to take a Man's Horſe from him. upon the 


High-way.z and our Rapparees are Men 


of better Breeding and Faſhion, But the 
Mob is not always juſt in this Point; for 
one Pick=pocket delerves a Horſe-pond, as 
well as another, without any Regard to 
Luality or fine. Cloths. | J 


on 
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RO V. XI. 
A cat may look at a King. 


Reflexion. 


TIS very true, KI Ns do not uſe 

to call Cats to an Account for their 
Looks, or their undiſtinguiſhing Boldneſs : 
But there are many Cats of this Kind, 
which are too much made of, indulg'd, 
and encourag d, till they fly at laſt in the 
Face of ſacred Majeſty. In this Senſe, it 
is a true- blue Proteſtant-Wyoverb, I do 
not know whether it was calculated for 
the Rabble, or not; to pur and mew like 
Cats about a Throne, till at Length they 


ſcratch the Hand that ſtrokes them, and 


mob their Protectur. However, there has 
been i Uſe made ont; and it has often 
been extravagantly miſapply'd to Outrage 
and Violence upon a Amng's Perſon, as 
well in Print, as in ſome Peoples Moths. 
It has alſo been ſometimes wire-drawn in- 
to a Field of Battel againſt a lawful Mo- 
narch, and thed the Blood of an innocent 
Prince, Fd LIE 
But to take this Saying by the right 
Handle; Princes are not ſuch proud, arbi- 
trary, and imperious Perſons, as ſome Cai- 


riffs 
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ziffs would inſinuate. Their Subjects may 
lock at em, and welcome, without any 
Danger of the Gallows. But too curious 
an Inſpection, argues an evil Eye, and kills 
like a Baſiliſt. The People may adareſs to 
their King for a juſt Liberty of Conſcience ;, 
but then they are always oblig'd to make 
a Conſcience of that Liberty, when it is once 
granted: For otherwiſe it is only beggin 
a favourable Opportunity to do him a Mzſ- 
chief, and ſhake his Prerogative for his 


| Kindneſs. The moſt popular Clamours of 


Right, Property, and Religion, are little 
leis than Libels againſt the Government or 
Adminiſtration, and only a.genteeler Way 
of Rehelling; which, like the Grudges of 
an Ague, forebode greater Miſery and Diſ- 
aſter in a trembling State. Religion has 
been made a mighty Sralling-Horſe to Vil- 
lany and Murder ; but it would be the 
ſame Thing, whether a King was knock d 
on the Head with a Bible, or diſpatch'd 


with a Muſtet-Bullet; and all the reveal d 


Word of Gad, would not ſanctiſy the 
Work. 8 
. We are miferably divided in Politicks, 
both Fccleſiaſtical and Civil; and no Won- 
der then, if we differ about the Interpre- 
zation of a Pꝛaverb, when the very TEXT 
cannot reconcile us, either in Church or 
State: But the Truth af it lies * 
the 
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the Whig and the Tory, as well as the Cat 
and the King, through a palbable Miſun- 
derſtanding of both Parties. However, 
there are [veral Sorts of Cats in the World, 
and we ought not to condemn 4 for one. 
Now, WHITTINGToON's was a good ho- 
neſt Cat, for any Thing I know to the 
contrary, and minded her own Game on- 
ly among the Rats and the Mice: But a 
fanatical Puſs in her Majeſty, 1s a dange- 
rous Creature, and fit for nothing but DON 
Q EVE DOs Parliament of Cats ; and 
then they are all of a Litter, quoth Lam- 
bert. But ſhall any puritannick Poll-cat 
come in Competition with our Queen, to 
corrupt the Breath of our Noſtrils, lift a 
Foot againſt her Perſon, ſtand in Defiance 
of her Commands, claw her Prerogative, 
or grumble at her Power and Supremacy ? 
Such Approaches are too bold to be tolera- 
ted. GooD GoD! what wicked and 
audacious Conſpiracies have been underta- 
ken? And what horrid Barbarities have 
been practis d upon Chriſtian Princes? Bloo- 
dy Aſſaſſmations ! Proteſtant, as well as 
Popiſh Plots ! Not to mention the R A- 
VILLIACs, MAsSSANELLOs, WAT 
TiLER's, and other Murderers of the 
World. The beheading of one King, and 
the baniſbing of another, hath blacken'd 
our Chronicles, What 1s an evil Councel- 


| bor 
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lors ſticking a Feather in his Prince's Cap, 
to take the Crown off his Head, but kic- 
king him up Stairs, or flattering and cajo- 
ling him out of his Kingdom £ What is 
the Inſurredion of Subjects againſt their 
Sovereign, upon the moſt plauſible Pre- 
tenſions of doing GOD Service, but a 
meer Inſtigation and Sham of the DEvir 2 
And therefore ſuch CATS as theſe, in a 
Common-wealth, are intolerable ; who 
make no more than a Mouſe of a KING. 
A gracious and a merciful King, 1s cer- 
tainly one of the greatef? Bleſſings Heaven 
can beſtow upon a People on Earth ; but 
3 Uſage, and cramping his Prerogative, 
may change his Temper,. and turn the Ta- 
bles: For Reſiſtance, Inſolence, and Pre- 
ſumption, will never make a good One the 
better; but ſuch wundutiful Practices may 
eaſily provoke an 2/7 One to be worſe. We 
might learn better Manners, and more Po- 
licy of an old Woman, than to confront 
Majeſty, or controul our Sovereign. She 
us'd to pray for the Life of DIONISIUs, 
as great a Tyrant as he was, when all other 
People were weary of his Government, and 
wiſh'd him dead. For why? She ſaid, 
they had exchang'd their Kings ſo often for 
the worſe, that ſhe was afraid the Devil 
would come next to be his Succeſſor. 
There's no tampering with Power and Ty- 
4 rann, 
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ranny, but by Patience, Humility, and 
Submiſſion. Little People are allow'd to 
honour and admire GREAT MEN, PA- 
TRIOTS, or POTENTATEs, but not to 
ſpit in their Faces: And fo let the Cat be 
winking. But when Poss in the Pꝛo- 
verb grows too ſawcy and familiar; diſ- 
obeys Authority, or diſobliges a Prince 3 
there 1s only one Way in the World left 
to humble her Ambition, and bring her 
again to her Duty : And that 1s, to make 
her keep off, and know her Diſtance. 


PROYV. XII. 
He ſets the Fox to keep his Geeſe. 


| | Reflex ion. | | 
Do not know who this Man is in par- 
ricular ; but he's the greateſt: Gooſe in 
the whole World. He had as good have 
ſet a Kite to keep his Chickens, a Wolf 
his Lambs, or a Hawk his Pigeons. And 
et moſt People are ſo ſottiſhly filly in one 
Senſe or another, as to be gull'd by noted 
Impoſtors, wheedF'd by known Sweeteners, 
and zmpos'd upon by profeſs d Rakes. Lis 
a general Imprudence to truſt a ſworn E- 
nemy; though a Man is no ſafer in 2 
n 


46 Moral Reflexion 
Confidence of his Friendſbip, than Geeſs 
are under the Cuſtody and Care of the 
Fox. | bs 

What can be a greater Folly, than to em- 
ploy a Traytor in the Service of any Go- 
vernment, to court a Treachery, and com- 
miſſion a Miſchief ? State-Foxes will be 
ſtill playing the ſame Game over again: 
They'll — make a Prey of the People, 
though it coſts them a Chain, and a Len- 
nel at laſt for their Pains, Let Reynard 
looſe after five or ſix Years taming, ci- 
vilizing, or Confinement, and I would 
not be a Goofe in his Way, for the King- 
dom. | 

This Pꝛoverb reflects upon the ill Con- 
duct of Men, in the Menage of their Af- 
fairs, by intruſting either Sharpers with 
their Money, Blabs with their Secrets, 
or Enemies and Informers, with their Lives. 
Theſe Things, how dear ſoever, are all 
thrown away upon lirtle Creatures, Para- 
ſites, Pimps, and Goſſips, who either muſt, 
out of Neceſſity, or will, out of Cowardice, 
Falſhood, and Knavery, live upon what is 
committed to their Keeping. All's Carri- 
on, that comes in the Way of hungry 
Rooks. Ravenous Appetites are afraid of 
no Bones. No Obligation can bind againſt 
Nature. A Fox will love a Gooſe ſtill, 

though his Skin is to be ſtript over 5 
, 18 
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Ears fort: And a common Cheat will al- 
ways follow his old Trade of tricking his 
Friend, in Spite of all Promiſes and Prin- 
ciples of Honour, Honeſty, and good Faith. 
This may ſerve for the Guardian's Inſtru- 
ction, that he ought not to defraud his 
Pupil ; but it is a far better Leſſon to the 
Pupil, to conſider, with the utmoſt Diſ- 
cretion he 1s Maſter of, what Guardian he 
chooſes, for Fear of committing his Sheep 
to the Keeping of a Wolf in Diſguiſe, or 
his Vineyard to the Care of a wild Boar in 
Maſquerade. In ſhort, ſome Raſcally Knaves 
in Grain (I believe) would renounce their 
CREED, to prey upon an eaſy, good-na- 
tur d Culy ; notwithſtanding the greateſt 
Proteſtations, and moſt ſolemn Aſſurances 
of Fidelity, fair Dealing, and Fuſtice. 
I take it for granted, tis not ſafe to truſt 
a fair Lady with a notorious Letcher, or 
a lewd Gallant, for Fear of ſpoiling her 
Fortune, as well as cracking her Reputa- 
tron, A young Heireſs ought to be kept 
under a ſtricter Guard, than an old Bawd, 
or a mercenary Match-maker, for Fear of 
being trepann'd into unwarrantable Em- 
braces. And as the Comedian very well 
obſerves to this Purpoſe, it is dangerous 
truſting an EUNUCH with a beautiful Maid, 
for Fear of Treachery and Intrigue among 
diflolute Admirers in a W ng 
28 
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Age: For Impotence it ſelf is no Security 
againſt PI HIN, Waich advanc'd this 
very Proverb. 
Who can confide in a falſe Courtier, a 
fairiieſs Ihpocrite, or a cunning Fox at 
laſt, in Sheep's Clothing, that wants no- 
thing but a Commiſſion to do your Buſmeſs 
effectually, dettroy your Poultry with Au- 
thoricy, and not leave you ſo. much as a 
Gooſe oat of the whole Flock, though it 
had ſavd the CAPITOL? Who can put 
any Confidence in a profeſs d Enemy, or 
a flattering Sycophant £ The late immortal 
Sik RO GEK UESTRANGE, would not 
truſt FATHER PETERS with his Re- 
ligion, or the Affairs of his Soul, who had 
ſo often decciud him in his 7 ordly Buſe- 
neſs. The Story is wellknown, ang needs 
no other Remark, but that it came from 
his own Mouth: When he whiſper'd that 
Gentleman with the aforeſaid ge 0" 
tion, [A LOUD) once in the Lobby; 
who, after many fair Promiſes to do him 
a conſiderable Favour at Court, about. an 
Arrear due from the Crown,.as often diſ- 
appointed his Expectations 5 and told him 
at laſt, that it depended wholly upon his 
n and coming over to the Church 
Rome. But he was no {ſuch Gooſe-Ca 1 
owever, he that nour iſhes a Snake in his 


Boſom, may thank Hin elf for being 177 
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Who then, but a Fool of a Maſter, would 
entertain a Servant, that ſhould: betray 
him ; 4 Prentice, that ſhould mb Hs 
Goods; à Stetoard, that ſhould grow rich 
upon his Ruin; or even a Roguy Cur at 
laſt, that ſhould worry his Mutton, and after- 
wards my at his own Throat? This is the 
Man in the Pꝛoverb, that knows no bet- 
ter, than to ſer the Fox to keep his Geeſe: 


0 FRY; eee 
Old Birds are not caught with Chf. 


Neem. 


HIS Pꝛoverb has more in't, than 
of Bird-catching- only. It holds 
from the Diverſion of ſpreading a Net for 
LARkSs, Ropins, or GOLDFINCHES, to the 
Intrigues of enſnaring MEN : But old Peo- 
ple are not eaſily impos d upon, either by 
Slight, Artifice, or Invention. The Tric 
45 the Town, are only CHAFF to old Age, 
iſdom, and Experience; for you ſhall 
ſeldom or never ſee the GUINEA-DKRoP- 
PEKS of London attempt upon a Man in 
Years, for Fear of the Worſt 3 under an 
Apprehenſion either of PDiſappointment or 
Diſcovery, or eatching a Tartar. Old Birds 
id 13% == know 
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know better Things, than to ſcrape Ac- 
quaintance with the Fowler ; to give him 
an Opportunity, or to take an Invitation, 
However, there will be laying of Snares, 
and ſetting of Gins for People, as long as 
there are any WooDpcocks in the World, 
But young Men and Women are the 
Fools, that are eaſily play d upon by the 
falſe 2 of Things; deluded with 
meer Shadows, and drawn into an Incon- 
nenience by every glaring Lure: For any 
Thing that can make a e 18 
ſufficient to ſtrike the Senſe of a giddy 
Tourh ; to engage his Mind, and turn him 
out of his ay. Young People are mighti- 
ly pleasd with G. + 5g Fugglers, and 
ountebanks ; fond of having their For- 
times told, or Ho IE ent by 
a Hocus ; and wonderfully well pleas d 
with the Deception: If their Purſes do not 
really ſuffer too by the. Legerdemain. 
Wung ſters are as ſoon taken, as Trouts, by 
ticiling their Phancier; ſoon ſet agog for 
an enticing Fralich, and willingly inveighd 
into a charming Misfortune. They wilt 
be ſtill gaping up at every Impo/ior, and 
thruſting their Noſes into every Crowd ; 
being equally tranſported with Spectacle, 
Novelty, and Error, into Exceſſes of Foy 
and Admration. A Ballad, a Raree-ſhow, 
2 Play, a Ball, or a Muſuk-mecting, are 
| q catching 
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Catching Temptations; and they court 
their own. Captivity, where the Scene is 
delightful, and the Mifake-admir'd ; till 
at laſt perhaps they are fore d to compound 
for their Liberty, with the Loſs of their 
Money, their Modeſiy, or their Honour c 
Beſides that, ſuch alluring Engagements as 
theſe, have many times, without Doubt, 
colt ſome ſparkifb Captives their Lives too, 
by being rivel'd- only in their Lewdneſs 
and Deſtruction. A fond Tounker, ena- 
mour d with a flattering fair One, has 
little or no Government againſt Deſire; but 
eagerly purſues the belov'd Object to En- 
joyment ʒ to a Snare, through all the In- 
pes ments of Prudence, and Obſtruttians of 

ertue ; and he never ſtops in the Career 
bf his Amour, like the Lovers of Old, but 
at the Monument of a raviſhing Beauty, or 
the Meramorphoſe of his Aﬀettons. When 
Mas grew effeminate, he was by VUL- 
CAN cunningly caught in Bed with VE- 
xus, and eaſily expos d to the View, the 
Deriſion, and Contempt af all the won- 
dering Gobs, The Fiction will bear this 
Moral; That it is the greateſt Scandal 
and Shame for a SOLDIER, of all ochers 
of the Maſeuline Gender, to unman him- 
ſelf ſo, as to fall in Love with every 
Punk he meets; to be a , hore-maſter in 
the wrong Senſe ; to forſake a Camp, Tye 
2 | tne 
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the Company of Women ; to be blinded with 
ſuch” CHAFF, and to ſink altogether into 
Effeminacy, Cowardice, and Diſgrace. Thus 
VENs's General will certainly fall at laſt 
into VULCAaN's Net, and come off with 
public Scorn, ' for making no better Uſe 
of the noble Neęapom that is put into his 
Hand; while the ſneaking Daſtard quits 
the Field of Valour, with the brave Ex- 
ploits of the Sword, for the bloodlefs Va- 
nities of the Perricaptr. 
How many forward Beaux have been 
nun by il Company, before ever they had 
-Beards on their Faces? Hou many eaſy 
-Fops have been ſacrifie'd to Paint and Hy- 
porrify, before they livd to fee Twenty ? 
How many  Iufcious Gabants have been 
caught with worſe CHa too, and cut off 
in the Bloom of their Truth'2- But not to 
 deſeant any farther upon this melancholy 
and utitempting Topic; of all Foots, the 
old One is the leaſt to be pity d, whether 
he be a Prodigal; à Gameſter, a Druntard, 
a Letober, a Only; or a Cuckold in his pld 
Days. What Relief or Compaſſion can a 
Man even on the right fide of Fourſtore, 
expect, for entering into the fatal Nooſe 
off Matrimony, upon an unequal and un- 
happy Match, or for keeping a gay Mi- 
fireſs, that ſends Him to his Grave with a 
Pox to him? Have not old Men livd too 
9017 C 4d long, 
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long, when ny dote of Deſtruction? On 
the contrary, their Lives ſhould be free 
from any Reflexion, and their Age vene- 
rable for Gravity, good Example, and Au- 
thority. They ſhould be ſolid: in their 
Judgment, prudent in their Conduct, diſ 
creet in their Inclination, impragnable in 
their Vertue, and Proof againſt Impaſition, 
Flattery, and Deluſion : So that all their 
Actions might aſſert their Character, from 
the common Aſperſion of being twice Chil- 
dren, Tis no Diſparagement for a Child 
to part with an Inheritance, as much as 
in him ly es, for a Play-Thing, or a Sugar- 
Plumb : But, generally ſpeaking, there's 
no putting of Tricks upon old Travellers; 
no fobbing of gawdy Fallacies, or glitter- 
ing Counterfeits, upon aged Perſons ; who 
are deaf to the molt charming Rattles, and 
blind to the moſt ſplendid, tempting, fair 
Appearances, without any natural Infir- 
mity or Imperfection. However, the 
World is grown a great Cheat, and there's 
hardly any Thing but CHaFF ſtirring 
Int. 200 6 

But the old Birds in the Pꝛoverb, me- 
thinks, might teach all youthful People a 
better Leſſon, than to be chows'd, cozen'd, 
and trepann d, either out of Life, Liberty, 
and Eſtate 5 Peace, and Tranquility of 
Mind; or - Health, Honour, and Vertusa, 

| E 3 upon 
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upon the moſt ſpecious Pretexts, plauſible 
Cheats, and inviting Snares whatſoevever, 
of Sharpers, Bullies, Bawds, Pimps, Match- 
makers, Fortune-ſtealers, and the common 
Seducers of Mankind: Eſpecially after a 
thouſand palpable Examples, either of ut- 
ter Ruin on the one Hand, or a happy De- 
liverance on the other, through al the 
Miſcarriages of human Life, 
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I talk of Chalk, and you of Cheeſe. 
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Navin. 
THIS was the Confiiſion of BAB EIL. 
1 One calld for Brick, and t'other 
brough him Mortar, by the Rule of Con- 
zraries ſtill, and croſs Purpoſes. All the 
[mpertinence in Converſation, Commerce, 
_ or- Buſineſs, are couch'd under this Say- 
ing, where the Company do not make a 
Harmony in their Diſcourſe, nor keep to 
the Point in —— For a Man had 
better hold his Tongue, than talk out of 
Tune, and not ſpeak to the Purpoſe. But, 
in ſhort, this is a mighty Fault; whether 
it falls out upon a Blunder, or a Miſtake 
for want of Attention, or happens out of 
Ignorance 
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Ignorance Point-blank, for want of more 
Underſtanding. However, nothing can 
aggravate the Offence to a greater Degree 
of Incivilitꝭ, beyond the Bounds even of 
an Apology, or a Pardon, than the Spirit 
of Contraaittion ; which is the moſt reign- 
ing Devi upon Earth in all Converſation 
within Doors ; ſets People together by the 
Ears without, and diſturbs the Peace of 
the whole World, | 
Some People are ſo poſſeſs d with an 
eternal Clack of Noiſe and Nonſenſe, that 
they never ſtick at interrupting a ſerious 
Diſcourſe upon the greateſt Subject of the 
Creation, with ſome frivolous Story or 
other, and perhaps of Bread and Cheeſe 
too for want of a better, without any Re- 
gard to good Manners, or the Qua mo 
the Entertainment : For indeed the Lan- 
guage of the Belly interlopes too often up- 
on that of the Brain. In a Word, every 
Anſwer ought to be proper, and pertinent 
to the Queſtion that is aſł d; every Rela- 
tion ought to be accommodated to the Diſ- 
poſition of the Company, that hears it; 
and every Sermon ought to be ſuited to 
the Capacity, as well as the Ear of the 
Auditory, where it is preach d: For other- 
wiſe, it is abſurd, improper, and inſignifi- 
cant, to all Intents and Purpoſes. Nothing 
can edify more, or gain its Point ſooner, 
E 4 than 
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than a Diſcourſe that is well adjuſted, and 
gareeable to the Hearers, 
I Irak of one Thing, and you of ano- 
ther, where's the End on't ? "Tis only to 
make a Jargon of a Diſpute, and to widen 
the Controverſy beyond any Accommoda- 
rion, 2 „or Underſtanding. The 
only Way of edifying, is to keep cloſe to 
the Text ſtill, on either Side of the Ta- 
ble; from a Pulpit-Horangue, to a Tub- 
Lecture of extemporary Zeal : And be 
that wanders fr/t, is in a fair Way of 
loſing his Argument, his Senſes, or himſelf 
in a Labyrinth of Error. Id never chuſe 
a Rambler for my Companion; tor he can 
never ſtick to any Thing, either in Diſ- 
courſe, Society, or good Fellowſhip. 
I Tis a Point of good Breeding,. not to be 
impertinent. How. rude- would it look in 
Converſation, for a prating Blockhead to 
break in upon Hiſtory, Philoſophy, or Re- 
ligion, with a Story of .a Cock and a Bull; 
and to tall of the Bear-Garden in the 
Company of DivIxEs, without any Re- 
ſpect to their Chara#er, and the Diſtin- 
ction of Perſons! But when all's ſaid, 
there are hardly any Laws againſt the Li- 
berties of ſpeaking, or the Importunities of 
forcing a Diſcourſe, which wnſociable People 
will beever the better for: And if one talks 
of CHALK, another will talk of _ 
e 5 : III. 
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ſtill, or tell a Tale of a Tub, though they 
be at the Trouble of bringing it in by 
Head and Shoulders, to make good the 
P?2overb. "7.9%, 1 8 0 . 
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A Lark is better than a Kite. 


Reflexion. p 


"THIS Proverb preſcribes as well to 
the Judgment, as to the Appetite. 
'Tis not the Quantity, but the Quality, 
that makes the Feaſt. It is not how much, 
or how many Diſhes , but the Goodneſs of 
the Fare, that recommends it to the Gueſts. 
He that underſtands good Eating, will 
eaſily grant me, that the Wing, or the 
Leg of a Lark, is worth the whole Body 
of a Crow, or a Carrion, © 
This Saying is in all People's Mouths 
in the Market ; ang ought to be the ſtand- 
ing Rule of Buying, as well as the Knack 
of Selling there. Beſt, is beſt cheap ſtill in 
the Shambles, whether it be Fleſh, or Fiſh, 
or good Red Herring. The Butcher, the 
Poulterer, the Fiſh-monger, and forty Peo- 
ple more, are all beholden tot; either 
far the carrying on of a briſk Trade, " 
0 | _— 


58 Moral Reflexion 

the Encouragement of Cuſtomers, for pre- 
ſent Uſe and Service. It holds likew iſt 
from the Tavern, to the dle-houſe ; from 
the Mercers in Covent-Garden, to the Saleſ. 
man in Long-Lane; and from the Ryyal 
Exchange, to the Milliner's Shop, or the 
W and Brocage of the Town. 

It is as true alſo in other Affairs, as in 
Meat, Drink, and Cloth. Things are not 
to be rated by their Bulk, but according 
to their intrinſicł Morth and Value. Weights 
and Meaſures ought to be juſt indeed; 
though they do not add to the Purchaſe, 
nor make a bad Bargain one Jot the ber- 
ter, than it is in its own Nature, Quali- 
ty, or Corruption. Our old Friends, the 
Bookſellers, know this very well, that there 
are ſome little Books better for Sale, and 
more profitable in the Reading, upon a 
true Digeſtion, than the biggeſt Volumes in 

the Vatican, or any other Library of the 
World. Manuals may pleaſe as much 
in the Peruſal, as greater Works, and in- 
ſtruct with no leſs Advantage, or Improve- 
ment, The BIBLE is not to be deſpis d 
for its Smallneſs, But I do not know, if 
Anpels writ Books, whether we ſhould 
have fewer Folio's; as it is hinted by a 

certain 'contemplative Divine. However, 
though ſnall Birds have their Merit, and 
the Excellency either of gratifying the Ear, 
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or of pleaſing the Palate, beyond great 
Ones, Owls and Oftriches ; yet the biggeſt 
of little Things equally good, are gene- 
rally the beſt. for the Trencher. Little 
People too, as well as little Beaſts and 
Birds, have their Perfeftions, They ge- 
nerally excel huge Elephantin Folk in 
Fineneſs of * in Clearneſs of Voice, 
or in Quickneſs of Pbancy; either in 

Beauties of Body, or of Mind in exter- 
nal, or internal Parts; in Judgment, Me- 
mory, or Invention ; and in ſome Endow- 
ments or other ſtill, to the laſt Degree of 
human Accompliſhment. Dwarfs do not 
fail of being admir d, as well as Giants 
and Mcnſters ; and the Raree-ſhow of thoſe 
is as diverting, as the Sight of theſe is ei- 
ther ri ful, or terrible. There have 
been illuſtrious Pigmies in the World; 


. #so0yp's, GaLBA Ss, LUXEMBURGH's, and 


Hunch-back'd Hero's,as famous for Wit and 
Policy, as Alexander the Great was for 
War. The Pebble that ſmote the proud 
Philiftine, and fetch'd down the mighty 
GoLIAH to the Ground, was a precious 
Stone, and of ineſtimable Value for the 
brave Exploit. A ſinall Gem may be 
worth a huge Rock, or a whole Mountain. 
One fingle Spark of a Diamond cutſhines 
the largeſt Chryſial ; and a Cart-load of 
Briflow, Purbeck, or Fire-ſtone, 1s not 

COm- 
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comparable to it for ' Hardneſs, Ornament, 
or Lyuſtre': So that Things are not ſo con- 
remptible, unworthy, and diſbonourable for 
their being LITTLE. © A diminutiue Crea- 
ture may be Good, though not Great, or 
OMunNmPorenwo:. f won abt 
But to purſue the Adage à little cloſer 
to the Lerter; there are many People, 
that do not underſtand their own Welfare 
in the Choice of their daily Food; and 
ſtuffing of Carcaſſes, is their Buſineſs, let 
the Entertainment be what it will, a Col- 
lation, or àa Banquet. However, this 
Pꝛoverb does not ſtint a Man's Dinner to 
a LARK, if he has perhaps a larger Sta- 
mach, and can diſpenſe with more Victu- 
als ; but only diſtinguiſhes upon the 
Quantity, as well as Quality of the Diet, 
for his Bendfi and Advantage; leſt Na- 
ture ſhould ſuffer in the Digeſtion, by be- 
ing over- charg d, or ſicken into a Diſtem- 
per by eating to a Purge, and drinking any 
Thing impure, groſs, and diſagreeable to 
a Komit ; For this is not the right Way 
of taking Phy/ick. Beſides, Satiety is loath- 
ſome, and diſgnſts the Palate ; it diſorders 
the Body , corrupts the whole Maſs of 
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{| Blood, and breeds innumerable Diſeaſes, 
| to ſtop the Glutton's Mouth. an 

"t It is an incomparable Ledure of Tempe- 

= rance and Heakh, Moderation, Prudence, 
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and Frugality , to all Gentlemen eſpeci- 
ally that have Families, for the keeping 
of a good Table, without pinching the 
Rules of Hoſpitality ; rather than a great, 
ſplendid, or profuſe One, enough to ſur- 


feit a whole County, and breed a Famine 
in the Land. Now, Feaſting was never 
more in Faſhion, to the Exceſs of nauſea- 
ting and turning a Philoſopher's Stomach. 
'Tis alſo an excellent Inſtruction againſt 
the Indiſcretion and Greedineſs of the Bye, 
which is commonly ten Times bigger than 
the Belly, But we are nevertheleſs to ſa- 
tisfy Nature plentifully, according to Di, 
cretion, Choice, and good Government. & 
little and good, goes farther, than a great 
Deal of 1 Strff,or unwholſome Cram- 
ming; and a delicious LARK will never 
fail of pleaſing, where an unſavoury, or a 
common Kite, will hardly go down with a 
grateful Guſt. In ſhort, a reliſbing Bit, is 
oftentimes more entertaining, than whole 
Legs,  Rumps, and Sir-Laynt. 


roy 
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Nef exion. 


Eee ery + Man worth a: Groat, has exPe- 
rienc'd.this Trutb at ſome: Time or 
another, elther of N. eſſe ity, Convenience, 
or Oecaſian. It needs tio Iluſtration ; but 
a little Morality will do it no Harm; for 
it labours under ſome vulgar Præjuclices, 
which muſt be taken off, as a Fila from 
the Fyez:before we can view it in a pro- 
per Lig hi Gol b, they: ſay, is good for 
the yer hut the Cataract, ¶ I mean Co- 
vetoruſreſs, Injuſtite, and[Qppreſſion ] that 
blind them, ought to be firſt cauchd, to 
make the Sighe clear, before we can lool 
upon that £1 tering Objæct without ſeeing 
double, cor Fwinklngatithe dun of Rights. 
ouſneſs, which ſhines upon our Faces. Mo. 
NE is certainly the beſt Companion, 
Friend, and Servant in the World ; but it 
ought not to be Maſter on't. 

The Power of Money, is grown abſolute, 
arbitraty and irreſs ible. It over-rules 
all Government, perverts Fuſtice, and in- 
fatuates the Wiſdom of a Nation. It alſo 


bears down the moſt ſacred and ſolemn 
Duties 
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Duties of Mankind, to a ſhameful Viokis 
tion of the Obligations,both of Heaven and 
Earth. It oftentimes makes a meer Mar- 
ket of Marriage, as you would buy Mares 
in Smithfield ; tis the miſt Money ſtrikes 
the Bargain. A great Deal of Gala, makes 
the Lady a Beauty, an Angel, a Goddeſs ; 
band ſom, if ſhe be ugly; genteel, if crooked 
and as fair as a Roſe, if Tallow-facd-or 
taumy. The Money is of a brighter Com- 
plexion, and anſwers for all — Imper- 
fections and Deformities. And in ſhort, 
People do not only marry for Money now- 
a- Days ; but do worſe allo for the Lucre, 
and the Leachery of it. Tis the common 
Motive of Debauchery, as well as of Ra- 
pine, Robbery, and Murder. The Whores 
maſter cannot keep his Miſs, without A. 
ney to maintain her Extravagances. The 
Aſſaffme, the Incendiary, tho High-way- 
man, and the falſe Coiner, all make it 
their GoD./; In tine, it corrupts all Per- 
{ons in its 9 do not deſy che De- 
vil. The Silver Hook, and the Golden 
Bait, catch all the Eſb upon dry Land 
And People are never more out of their 
Element, than when they greedily gape 
after Riches, and ſwallow their own Con: 
fon. id tt Sr 
The Ancients us d to call Money, the Regt 
of all Evil, the Mother of Miſchief, and 


the 


— —— ———— . ———t — nee. = = 
—_ — 


— . —˙ Ta cms — 2. ot. 4 ard, FRIES mo 


64 Moral Reflexions 


the general Idol of the whole World. Buꝭ 


it has a great Power and Aurbority among 
Chriſtians too, as among Fews, Turks, 


Infidels, and Hereticks. It is become the 


Umpire of the Univerſæ, the Standard of 


Fighting Europe, both in Peace and War. 
Iis the Prince of Uſurparion, and is cer- 


tainly at the Head of all Perſecutions, and 
Invaſions of other Men's Rights; how in- 
viſible ſoever to thoſe, that will not ſee 


Faults in Themſelves, or their Friends. 


There is no Fort ſo ſtrong, that it cannot 
eaſily rake, without ſtorming ont; no 
Town ſo impregnable, that it cannot make 


Surrender, without an Aſſault; and no 


ſo invincible, that it cannot van- 
quiſh, without ever ſtriking a Blow for't. 
Surprizing Conqueſts, ungenerous Revolts, 
and precarious Revolutions, are often ow- 
ing to the Influence and Arms of this victo- 
rious Champion. And to worſhip Britan- 
nias Picture on out Coin at this Rate, is 
not only downright dolatry, but a Crime 
complicated with Rebellion. But this is 
no Fault of the Money all the while, if 
Great Men were Proof only againſt the 
Temptation. However, PYGMALION'S un- 
juſt Vealth will never proſper, nor Ava- 


rice thrive by AſJaſſmation, Perjury, and 


Opprefſion, May Stmon Macus's Moi 
periſh with him. ANANIASs Deſtruction 
033"; was 
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was as exemplary and inſtructive, as ſud- 
den, upon a fraudulent Account. If there 
be any Simony in the Church; Injuſtice in 
the State, Bribery in the Court, Raguery 
in the Exchequer, or Fraud in the Treaſu- 
ry of Princes, they are all ary Ini- 
quities : For Sacrilege, Pilfering, Purloin- 
ing, Extortion, Injury, Perſecution, and all 
do palpably fall under the ſtrong Delu/ron 
of MoNEr, and the Damnation of Ill. 
gotten Goods, Inſomucli that it 7ivals 
OMNIPOTENCE it ſelf, and dares the Al- 
mighty with its Wickedneſs ; though it is 
ſure to be worſted upon the Contention, 
and Contumacy in the End. ! 1A}: 

On the other Hand; Money, be it ne- 
ver ſo bad, is yet a moſt neceſſary Evil at 
this Time of Day ; and it wonderfully 
ſupplies all our Wants, both Publick and 
Private, almoſt to a Miracle : For other- 
wiſe we had never been valu'd ſo much of 
late by our dear Neighbours the DUTCH. 
And Engliſh Money goes 2 great Way far- 
they too, than HoLLaND. But Money has 
its Vertues, as well as Vices, upon the 
preſent Exigences of Mankind. It cloaths 
the Naked, and feeds the Hungry, and 
buys a Crutch for the Cripple, It ſets the 
Poor at Work in City, Town, and Coun- 
try ʒ and all idle Hands might get an ho- 
neſt Livelibood by * — if 

| oY 
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Begging were not more beneficial to ſome 
Strolers, that make a Trade ont. 
Dis not to tell how many Millions of 
Miferies and Afflictions attend the Want of 
Money. The inſuperable Difficulties of 
Poverty, are un ſupportable to Fleſh and 
Blood; and diſpirit at leaft, if they do 
not deſtroy the Staruling. A Mony-leſs 
Traveller may ſing before a Robber, be- 
cauſe he has nothing to loſe; but I be- 
lieve he had rather be in Danger, than in 
Want : For the real Extremities of Hun- 
71. and Indigence, are far more intolera- 
e, than the imaginary Apprehenſious of 
having his Throat cut upon the Road; 
befides, that the Money may, perhaps, 
compound for his Life in this Streight, 
when he mult inevitably periſh by a mi- 
ferable Neceſſity in the other Condition, 
UNKELIEV'D. An indigent Perſon can 
purchaſe neither Houſe nor Land; nei- 
ther Lodging, Attendance, nor- common 
Civility or Refpef, without ready Money. 
People will not badge, even to the going 
of an Errand, without it: And, perhaps, 
the Mare in the Pꝛoverb was reſty too, for 
want of her Oats. There's no Irving long 
upon Credit, without Duns and Diſap- 
pointments, Inconveniences, Troubles, 
and Vexations, Tis the READY only, 
that makes all Things aß. A Gentle- 
n man 
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nan without a Penny in his Pocket, is nei- 
ther fit for a CHHfee-Houſe, nor the common 
Converſation of the Town. A Link-Boy to 
light him Home in a dark Night, is his 
Maſter; and a Porter, none of his Compa- 
nion, or Servant. Many a poor honeſt 
Man walks a. bat in Rags now-a- days up- 
# this Account, while the rich Knave 
rides in his Coach, clad in Furr and Vel. 
ver. In a Word, it is Mor that car- 
ries on all the Bus neſs upon Earth; and 
there is nothing to be done withour it in 
any Affair, either of Neceſſity, or Conve- 
nience; of common Support, ordinary 
Traffck, or living happily in the World. 


5 han — 


PRO. XVII. 


Many talk of Robin Hood, that ne- 
ver ſhot in his Bow. 


Reflexion. 2 

HE Story of this famous Robber is 

as well known amongſt Men, Wo- 

men, and Children, throughout the whole 
Kingdom, as the Church-Catechiſm, or the 
Practice of Piety. But every one is not a 
Saint, that talks of Religion; nor every 
Man an Archer, that ſpeaks of RobIN- 
F 2 Hoob, 
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Hoop, let him boaſt never ſo much of his 
Bows, and his Arrows. The King of 
ARRAGON could. not have made-thaWorld 
BETTER, for all his boaſted: , iſalom and 
* * 10 tt AS bes 

© wile 
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his Pꝛoperb is applicable to all igno- 
rant Pretenders: and h 1 s what- 
ſoever, either m Knowledge, or in Buſt 
ne: As if a Maker of Mauſe- Traps 
ſhould ſet up for an Engineer, a Country- 
Fiddler ſheuld fanſy himſelf Maſter of Mu- 
fick, or a Ter of the Thames ſhould erack 
of Navigatian, and ſhooting of Gulpho. 
But there are a thouſand other Brauado s, 
beſides thaſe; gouch'd under this comical 
Alluſion of Robin Hood's Adventures. The 
Pirates indeed Have Tome Pretence to ro- 
ving at Sea; white other People do but rat- 
tle and rave at Land, who never were of 
Avery's Crew ; never ſaw the Face of Ma- 
dagaſcar, and, perhaps, never ſaild out 
of the Downs, However, they only wan- 
ted a Convoy, and a fair Wind, to have 
compaſs d the World; and wou'd have far 
gut-done DRAK E, if ever they could have *' 
got out of the Chaps of the Channel. 
They that pretend themſelves to be 
what, they are. not, will be always pra- 
ting of what they do not know. Bragging 
and hoaſting, are common  Impertinences 
in Converſation ; eſpecially among Tra- 
doo 8 4 vs era 
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vellers and Soldiers, as well as Poets and 
Painters, who never outdid Nature, but 
only in the Lie And whatever they may 
think of having Leave to lie by Authority; 
Jam ſure we are not oblig d to believe 
them. There are more Knights Errant 
in the World, than of any other Quality; 
but Rhodomontade or Romance, were never 
yet made Articles of Faith, A Bartholo- 
mem-Fair-Rattle is worth forty of ein, 
and edifies more with its Noiſe. 

Every Man is not a Maſter of the Art 
he profeſſes. There are Pedants and 
Smatterers in Grammar, Rbetorict, and 
all other Learning, as well as Bunglers in 
Handicraft; There are many Poetaſtere, 
even upon Parnaſſuss Hill; abundance of 
Quacł- Doctor, tho not all Knights, crept 
into Favour and Practice: To ſay ne- 
thing of Empiricks, if there be any, in 
the very College of Phyſicians.” There are 
Fools of Philoſophers too ʒ aud many Peo- 
ple that will be chopping of Logick, which 
they never underſtood out of a Tippling. 
Houſe, or a Tavern-Nitchin. 

In ſhort, this good old Saying laſhes all 
illiterate Profeſſors, both of Divinity and 
Law, as well as Phyſek; Men that have 
not a competent Anowledge either of the 
one, or the other, and yet pretend as much 
to the Faculty of PR and pleading, 

| WT WP 
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as ever Robin Hood did to ſhooting in the 
long Bow. But the Pulpit, and the Bar, 
were never yet the uur for all their Tall 
and Oſffent ation. Talking does not make 
a Divine, nor Prating a | Sm 
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Birds of a Feather flock together. 
Reflexion. 


Very Fowler knows the Truth of this 
Pꝛoverb. All the Birds in the Air, 
on the Earth, and the Waters, have a 
mutual Correſpondence, Rendegvous, and 
Vaderſtanding with thoſe of the ſame Fea- 
ther ʒ and nothing but Deſtructiun can ſe- 
parate em. They may be ſcatter d, or 
diſpersd for a Time into different Cor- 
ners and Quærtert of the Coumry; but 
they will ſtill be upon the Ming to find 
out their Straglers, and flock together. a- 
gain, in Spite either of Sportſinen or Spa- 
thels, Guns, Nets, or Stalling-Horſes. 
This is palpable in all Birde, that fly o- 
ver the Face of the Earth for Game, or 
the Gentleman's Recreation, f 8 
Theres the ſame Society and Affection 
alſo among Beaſts. - Lis natural for on 
th 5 te 
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tel of the ſame Kind to go together in 
Herds, upon Mountains, in Valleys, and 
in Plains all the World over. The Sheep 
follow their Bell. weather as ſociably, and 
as cloſe upon the Heel, for good Paſture, 
as Rebels do their Ring- leaders, for Spoil 
and Booty: The — of a Bell keeps 
choſe together, and the Hopes of à golden 
Fleece theſe ; Pillage, Plunder and Ra- 
pine, Intereſt and Irreligion, being the 
principal Motives to all Rebellious Cabals, 
or Aſſociations. 

But howſocver the P2overb be inter- 
preted, it holds yet from a Flock of Geeſe, 
or a Flight of Larks (as wild as they are) 
to human Society and Friendſhip. A Covey 
of Partridges in the Country, is an exact 
Emblem of a Company of Goſſips in the 
Town, They have all the ſame Calls, the 
ſame Haunts, and the ſame Baſking-places, 
for junketing, telling of Stories, and ſet- 
ting a whole Neighbourhood together by 
the Ears, with their Lies, Slanders, and 
Reflexions. Goffipping Women have the 
whole Intelligence of a Pariſh, and make a 
greater Noiſe in it, than the London-Ga- 
rette. They can advertiſe you of all At- 
fairs and Tranſactions in a Family, from 
the having of a Pudding to Dinner, ta the 
very Secrets of the Dreſiing-Room, or the 
Privacies of the Chamber-Fot, They are 
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the very Peſt of the Town, and do more 
Miſchief within the Bill of Mortality, than 
2 one ſingle Diſtemper. However, tis 
below any Thing of a Man to be a Goſſip; 
and whenever the Huſband ſets up for 
one, his Wife ought to give over her 
Trade: For two Buſy-bodies, or two Tale- 
bearers, are too many in one Houſe ;, and 
'tis Pity they ſhould not pay double Duties 
to the Pariſh L 
To return now from this Digreſſion. 
Goss1Ps 2c meet together ſtill, as well 
as Whores and Rogues , notwithſtanding 
all that the Societies for Reformation of 
Manners can do to prevent their Intrigues : 
For it is to be fear d, thoſe pretended Re- 
formers only inflame their Iniquities, by 
the mercenary Practices of ſome rude In- 
formers and Incendiaries, (not to ſay De- 
bauchees) among themſelves. This is not 
the Way to quench the Flames of Hell 
upon Earth, when one Firebrand catches 
hold of another. Such piritual Foxes 
ought to be made the firſt Examples, and 
ſhould be ty'd Tail to Tail, in order to 
ſcour the Country effectually. There's a 
Society of Sharpers too, a Society of New- 
gate-Birds, a Society of Any-Thingarians, 
a Society of Occaſional Conformiſts, and 
( they ſay) a Society alſo of Deg-ftealers 
in and about London, $.3 {4 2G VILIRCET 1? 
„ There 
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There is nothing more common here, 


than to meet with a Knot of Maues got 
together at Nine-Pins in Publick , or at 
All Fours in Private; and an honeſt Man 
among 'em would be look'd upon as an 
Intruder, or an Interloper, fitter for the 


Eaſt Indies, than their Converſation and 


Paſtime. A Pack of Rakes at a Tavern, 
is as notorious as a Pack of Cards at the 
Groom-Porter v. All Gameſters, like Birds 
of Prey, will be about the Carcaſs of a 
Cully, They all ſympathize, and amica- 
my agree in the Decoy. They are gene- 
rall 
not of the ſame Sex, perhaps, that make 
Aſſtenations, and either leave, or aſk for 
Number Two or THREE at the Bar. One 
Fool loves another, one Fop admires ano- 
ther, and one impudent Blxckhead is plea- 
ſed with the Aſſurance, Conceit, and Af- 
fectation of another: And if a wiſe, diſ- 
creet, modeſt Perſon ever happens by 
meer Chance to fall in among zhem, they 
preſently think that he makes 'em a mix'd 
Company, and ſpoils good Converſation. 
If all Footmen wore Shoulder- Knots, it 
would be an excellent Faſhion to diſtin- 
guiſh them from better Folks, and to ſhew 
em (according to the Pꝛoverb) with 
whom they ought only to converſe ; that 
1s, with People of their own Colour and 
„ Fortune, 


cople of the ſame Quality, though 
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Fortune, For this good old Saying carries 
a genteel Inſtruction along with it, for Per- 
ſons of all Ranks and Degrees, to know, 
either how to pay a due Ræſpect to their 
Superiors, or how to keep their Inferiors 

at a decent Diſtance : So that, on the one 
Hand, it is not handſom, that either La- 
dies ſhould mix with their Servants, or 
Lords be familiar with, their Pages and 
Pedees ; neither is it tolerable, on the 
other, that ſuch mean Fellows ſhould ei- 
ther infult their Maſters, and abuſe their 
Miſtreſſes; or that Joan, the Chamber; 
maid, ſhould make her ſelf Hail-felow- 
well-mer with Madam, and be my Lady's 
Favourite. 'Tis a Scandal for Perſons. of 


Quality to keep Company with little Scouns 


IIe 


wy 
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as the Load-ſione gathers up the Needle. 
This P2overb, in fine, has a particular 
Influence upon all our Traffick and Com- 
merce, both by Sea and Land. Ir appears 
every Day among the Merchants, upon the 
Royal Exchange; the Engliſh, Scotch, Iriſb, 
Dutch, and all flocking together there in 
their ſeveral Walks, and either conferring 
with one another about buying and ſel- 
ling of Goods, or ſpreading falſe News 
through the Town to raiſe their own 
Stocks, It is likewiſe practis d every Term 
at Weftminſter-Hall, and the Lawyers get 
their Living by't ; neither is it quite out 
of Faſhion in the long Vacation, It couches 
a juſt Reflexion allo upon our Diviſions, 
Fattions, and Parties. Some People go to 
the Church, ſome to the Conventicle, and 
others to either, or neither, as if Goo 
ALMIGHTY ſtood Newter : And ſo Birds 
of a Feather will ſtill flock together, as 
long as they can fy, whether they be ei- 
ther Hich-FLytrs or Low-Flyers. But 
to ſpeak the Ieh once for all, this ſo- 
ciable P2overb is neither Independent, 
Preſbyterian, nor partial : And though the 
Diſſenters (as they ſay) deal chiefly with 
their own ſober Party, out of a Pique to 
the eſtabliſb d Church-men, which is a lit- 
tle unfair, or unſociable at leaſt; yet gene- 
rally ſpeaking, I believe, all Mankind - 
n ” 2 = 
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the ſame Trade and Profeſſion (let em be 


of what Perſwaſion ſoever in Point of Re- 
ligion) commonly converſe with one ano- 
ther, and frequently lay their Heads to- 
gether for promoting their own Deſigns; 
advancing their own Bus neſs, and accom- 
pliſhing their own Honour and Advan- 


- 
* 
1 7 * 
8 0 f 3 
ä # x 144 , : , 5 i 
* 
5 a | a "TW 
F * 4 9 4 1 K F 4 " . 
. : 
* 
2 — n _ > LL 7 ” * 4 * 
* 


PROV. M 
Near is my Shirt, but nearer is my 
„„ ＋* 
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 Reflexion. | | 


T ET a Man's Shirt fit never fo cloſe 


to his Back, his Skin will be ſtill nen- 
rer and dearer to him than his Linnens 


and he would ſooner chuſe to have. h 


pink d, than the other, upon a Rencounter. 
There are ſeveral facetious ' Sayings and 
Compariſons to this Purpbſe ; as, of the 
Cat's being nearer than the ' Cloak; the 
Smock than the Petticout, and ſuch-like 
vulgar Phancies: But the Moka of the 
whole is this, that Charity begins at Home. 
And though it dees for certain, yet it 
ought not to be always ſneaking at Home ʒ 
but ſhew it ſelf Abroad ſometimes, and 
5442 launch 
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launch out into the wide Worl4/ Charity 


ſhould not be confin d to Chriftendom, aud 


much leſs cramp'd within the narrow Li- 
mits of England, Scotland, France, and 
Ireland. It ought to be as free and exten- 
five as the Light, and beſtow a kind Ray 


here and there upon Strangers and Fo 


reigners, as well'as Boſom-Friends, and 
Acquaintance' of our own Family, Faith, 
or Perſuaſion. The Family of Love and 
Friendſhip, ought to be as large as the Uni- 
verſe ; tor we are all a-kin to Adam in the 
Fall. Weall fail in our Duty too, and 
do not love one another, as we ought to do, 
out of Paradiſe, A religious Charity dif- 
fuſes it ſelf, like the Sun, and knows no 
Bounds under Heaven; but enlarges the 
Bleſſing of its Warmth far beyorid the Re- 
ſtraints of a particular Affection, or a ſelf- 

th Regard. 
However yet, there's all the Reaſon in 
Nature, that common Charity ſhould be- 
gin firſt at our own Houſes, Our Hoſpita- 
ity ought to commence there, for the En- 
tertainment of our own Families, Friends, 
and Relations WiTHIN Dooks; and after 
hat, tis Time enough to think of relie- 
ving the Poor of the Pariſh, or regaling the 
Beggars of Lincolns-Inn-Fields, WITHOUT: 
But, in the Concluſion of a plentiful Ta- 
ble, the Alms-Baſket is never to be for- 

gotten, 
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58 Moral Refiexions 
gotten.” We ate all oblig d to provide for 
our ſelves,. and to make our own Childrens 
Fortune in the firſt Place; and then we 
may be as generous as we pleaſe to other 
People, with Authority and Commenda- 
tion, Can any Thing here belom be dea- 
rer to us than our own Lives, or more 
neurly concern us than the Happineſs and 
i our ſecond Selves £ Can an 
Thing come in Competition with an onh 
Child, for a Mother's Fondneſs and Indul- 
gence £ No young Gentleman was ever yet 
Aſinherited by this P2overb, upon a Fa- 
ther's having a greater Reſpect, Tender- 
neſs, or Affection for a Stranger, than for 
his own Fleſh and Blood. | 
It is as good as an Eftate of Inheritance, 
to live up to the Prudence and Proviſion 
of this old Rule, of preferring our own In- 
tereſt before another's Satisfaction, of va- 
luing our Bodies more than our Goods, or 
of parting with our Cloaths off our Backs 
rather than have our Skins ftripp'd over 
our Ears. A Man may be kind to his 
Neighbours, Friends, and Relations, with- 
out being an Enemy to himſelf, his Wife, 
or his Cbilaren. He may be liberal to o- 
thers, without being. profuſe; and do an 
ndigent Perſon a Service in a Caſe of Ne+ 
cellity, without bringing himſelf into a 
Scrape, or running the Riſque of his own 
1 LY Welfare, 
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Welfare, Liberty, and Livelihood. No 
Man is bound to make himſelf Felo de fe, 
by his good Offices to another. It would 
be a ridiculous Folly for one to venture 
the breaking of his own Neck, to prevent 
another Perſon's inevitable Fall. Se re- 
ſervation, rightly ſtated, is the higheſt 
Obligation upon human Nature. I think 
my ſelf oblig d, in Honour and Compaſ- 
fion, to be as bountiful as I can, within 
the Compaſs of my Fortune, to a Gentle- 
man in Affliction or Danger; but not to 
my own Inconvenience, Prejudice, and 
Deſtruction. I am not to ſacrifice my 
own Peace, ruin a Family, or rob the Spit- 
tle, to redreſs his Grievances. 

But this Virtue ſtands in a ſlippery Place, 
upon the Brink either of an wngenerous 
Self-Love, or of a foreign extravagant Af 
fettion ;, and it is very apt to {lide into t 
one, or the other of thoſe diſccommendable 
Extremes. SELF is a great Clown, as well 
as a Churl. III ſerve my ſelf firſt, ſays 
the one; and I love my ſelf beſt, ſays the 
other, upon all Occaſions, without any 
Regard to Complaiſance, or good Manners, 
The cloſe- fiſted Curmudgeon, and the un- 
merciful Greedy Gut, can never find in 
their Hearts to relieve the Diſtreſrd with 
one Mite, or a Morſel out of their Abun- 
dance, either by cloathing the Naked, 


feeding 
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zeding the Hungry, or refreſhing the wen- 
7 Traveller: 2 TY — of all 
75 fo miſerably are thoſe ſelfiſb Wretches 
igotted to ill Breeding and Barbarity, 
that they commonly make uſe of this mi- 
ftaken Pꝛoverb, as ogy for diſo- 
beying the Commands of the Goſpel. 
* Selfſbneſs is an uncharitable, unfriend- 
ly, and unſociable Vice ; an inhoſpitable, 
ungenteel, and inhuman Singularity. It 
makes a Man his own Idolater, and a mo- 
roſe Devil to all others. Every one for 
Himſelf, cries the hard-hearted Niggard, 
that would think much to ſave a Cat from 
ſtarving with the Orts at his Table. He'll 
not part with a Farthing out of his Pocket 
to ſupply another Man's'Wants, nor be at 
the Expence of a Penny to preferve his 
Life. He has nothing for the Needy, but 
a denying Look, or a helpleſs Wiſh, and 
away. Thus is Lazarus often fed with 
an empty Prayer, inſtead of ſome Crumbs 
of Comfort and Relief for the poor Staru- 


| Bad, on the other Hand, it is a ſtrange 
Sort of Charity, and a prodigal Affection, 
to love other Perſons better than our ſelves. 
Tis an extravagant Kindneſs to enrich 
Strangers by our own Poverty, or to build 
their Fortunes upon our own Beg gary and 
Ruin. A national Charity to an oppreſs'd 


ſuffering 


ſuffering People, ſounds well in the Ears 


of ſome of our Neighbours, and it looks 
noble too in the Eye of the World; but it 


may; perhaps, ae al to ſo. bountiful 
a Ke TH Eng. Digland has — 
notoriouſly gęneru, in former Days, to 
the Poor diſtreſs d Stated F Holland, and 
contributed more than any other Comt- 

try towards the making of them ibn |; 
AND MIGHTY. It has alſo been extraor- 
dinary liberal to the French Proteſtanta, 
Hugunots, and Refugees, even to Profuſe- 
nes and to the Prejudice of the 57 
our own Country- men, and trueſt Friends : 
For there are other Ways of relieving per- 
ſecuted Foreigners and . Interlopers, than 
by allowing them to be Maſter-Workmen, 
and to take the Bread out of the very 
Mouths of the NATIVES. In ſhort, 
8 begins: at Home ſtill, according to 
the Diſcretion of this good old Eꝛgliſi 
1220verb ; and my Skin is far nearer and 
4earer to me, than my Shirt, or a CAMISAR. 
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Moral Reflexion: 
| P R O V. XX. 
As you Brew, fo fhall you Bake. 


Reflxion 
HIS Þhoverb touches more Peo- 
| ple, than Brewers and Bakers. Ic 
is a Reflexion upon all choſe, that ſuffer 
dy their own Foy in the Management of 
Affairs. Twas your own Fault, ſays 
Phormio to Geta in Terence; you did it, 
and muſt anſwer fort: However the In- 

gue is manag d, you muſt ſtand or fall 


by. in the Event. If young People will 


be fooling, and marrying without the Con- 
Fe 2 Parents, So muſt take what 
Misfertunes do follow, for their Pains. - If 
old Folks will not allow their Children 
the common Liberties of Mankind in in- 
different Matters of Converſation, Court- 
lp, or Addreſs ; in Cafes of Conſcience, 
or Principles of Religion, they may thank 
themſeluer for all the ill Conſequences of 
fo fatal a Severity, when Wut h flies out at 
hſt into the greateſt Extravagances of a 
prodigal Humpur, or a fooliſh Choiue, and 
aflerts its Right at the Expence of Repu- 
tation, Vertne, or Eſtate, and the Happi- 
»e/s of a ſingle Life. 4 
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All the indifferent Slips, Miſmanage- 
ments, and Aftidions, either of Old or 
Young, through Raſhneſs, Overſight, or 
Corruption , are expos'd to this bitter 
Taunt : As they brew, e en ſo let em bake; 
Let thoſe that a& Hand over Head in 
Matters of Moment and Concern, with- 
out the Precaution of good Counſel and 
Advice, pay for their Forwardneſs, Inad- 
vertency, and Conceit, by a dear Repen- 
tance, and a 1 = 
Sarcaſin goes I et upon the ſame 
Brit, and has no Compaſion or Relief, 
either for — 7 or 8 —_ 3 
ity a prodigal Rake of a Spendthrift in a 
al * Seribbler of Pass ef Scandal a- 
gainſt the Higher Powers, in the Pillory, 
or an old Offender, after repeated Mercies 
and Deliverances, at the Gallows £ Who d 
commiſerate the Condition of a Whore- 
maſter, with a Pox to him, pickl'd up to 
the vaty Noſe in the Powdering- Tub of 
Sin and Salivation? And if the Dehauchee 
happens to have a Baſtard laid to his Door, 
why ſhould he not maintain it with Diſ- 
grace, and give Security to the Pariſb in- 
to the Bargain ? They all have their De- 
ſerts only, and there's an End on't. He 
that piſſes a plentiful Fftate away agair ſt 
the Wall, will die a ar at laſt in all 
Probability. He that [zbels and ——_ 
2 6 2 the 
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the Government out of Spleen, Faction, or 
Poverty, will aſſuredly be brought to con- 
dign Puniſhment, if his Crime be ripe e- 
nough for Deſtruction. He that robe ne- 
ver ſo ſucceſsfully, civilly, or genteely 
upon the Higb- way, will hardly Babe be 
ing talen at long Run, and hang d fort. 
In fine, the Perſon that 257 thruſt his 
Hand into the Hire upon the greateſt Con- 
Hidence of Security, may expect to burn 
his Fingers, or ſinge em at leaſt, with- 
out the Miracle of Shadrech, Meſbech, and 
Abednepo in the Furnace : And whoſoever 
bill run his Head againſt a Poft /for the 
Purpoſe, is Voluntier to his own Miſchief 
or Ruin; and who can help it? A wi. 
Ful — 95 deſerves the utmoſt Correction 
Lites 1536 non) 
Io be ſerious. Ar yon ſom, ſo ſhall you 
reap, is an elegant and religious Meta- 
bor, frequently made Uſe of in Hoh 
Scripture. . They that ſom in Tears, ſhall 
reap in Foy, ſays the . Pſalmiff. He that 
ore in the Fleſh, ſbail f the Fleſh reap 
«Corruption ;, he that ſows in the Spirit, 
ſhall of the Spirit. reap eternal Life, 
according to the great St. Paul: So that 
every” Man at the laſt Day of Fudg- 
*ment, will be rewarded or punith'd ac- 
[cording to his Works. The Tares will 
be 5 diſtinguiſh'd then from the true 
If = Corn, 


n 
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Cornnand the gæad i heat winnow d from 
the mh at, into everlaſting B 
and endleſs Glory, incorruptible, minors 
tal, and unſp S õ nl... n 

* eveit in hi Hd too, Mail genel 
y ebect With Rrwurde And Prinifhthents 
Jo ſuitable, to their , And ad- 
cording to our. Degas, gau or bay tree 
of falſe, utti ſæ ot 27 we! comfnonky 
live eithercniReprifationrror Diſgract, in 
Fay or Sorrom, in Froublaror: Trkiqhiliy; 
in Sic agr. Health, in Danger or Seetls 
rity. Thalfruita of our: Labouronilliever 
be agreeable.to the Natute and Quality-of 
it in all our Undertakings. Men 1e 
gather Grape of Thift les, Hlumbi of Thorns, 
or Pomegramateꝶ of Crab. Trecr. Im thort, 
as wwe live, ſo ue Hall iie, and leave bis 
Pꝛoverb behind us, for a Memorial of 
our Behaviurion this Side the Grave. 
One Iaftince more I ſhall mention. If 
3 Man ulla be drink ober-night, and his 
Head: akes the next Morning, he is right 
lerv'd for his Intemperance. The Miſchief 
was of his own brłing, and he ought tu 
bear it with no leſs Shame than Didiſpuſi. 
tion. However, when the Baker gets fud- 
dled, and ſpoils a whole Batch of Bread, 
it is the very Completion of this P2overt: 
to the Letter on't. But without jeſtins, 


readand Beer are neceſſary Supports ©! 
G - Lic a 
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Life; and ſuch as we eat and dvink, 
( not to queſtion the Honeſty either 
of the Brewer, or the Baker) ſo we 
may expect to have our Hæalth according- 
ly. To ſay this by the By then, I can 
hardly think Malt-Drint to be a Liquor 
that was ever deſign d in the Creation, ſo 
long as there is Fruit, Water, and Wine 
enough in the World: And though it be 
never ſo wholſome and ſerviceable to the 
robuſt Bodies of laborious thirfly Drudges, 
that bear the Burden and Heat of the Day; 
he all Sorts of Grain ſeem rather to have 

en appropriated to other Uſes, and chief. 
Iy to ſatisfy the Hunger either of Man or 
Beaſt. But be it as it will, the Brewing 
and SOPHISTICATING of Vine is become a 
mighty Trade of late Days; and the moſt 

enerous Fuice of the Grape is notoriouſly 

alderdaſh'd, and mortally adulterated, e- 
ven to the endangering of a Man's Conſti- 
tut ion with a Bottle of ſome of the com- 
mon Draught in Taverns. But if all Peo- 
ple were of my Mind, as they brew, cen 
ia they ſbould bake; for I would drink none 
o'r. Tis good for nothing but Funeral. 


WON: 
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PROV. XXL 


Save a Thief from Hanging, and he'll 
cut your Throat. 


Reflexion. 
5 Pꝛoverb is no Friend to Higb- 
way-men, or Houſe-Breakers. It 


neither reprieves, pardons, nor protects 
ſuch ungrateful Villains to the Common- 
wealth z but adviſes rather the * 
of em immediately out of the Way, for 
Fear of worſe Miſchief. However, to ſay 
this by the By, HAN ING 1s too good for 
em, and a living Kind of Death would be 
a far more terrible Puniſhment, than a 
Swing at Tyburn. Atiſanes, an Æthio- 
pian King, us d to cut off their Noſes, and 
baniſh them into Deſarts, with perpetual 
— and Hardſbips of Life. It is as 
evere a Lecture alſo againſt doing an un- 
thankful Perſon a Kinteeſs, as againſt ſa- 
ving 4 Thief from the Gallows. There is 
as much Imprudence in the one, as Danger 
in the other ; for nothing can engage an 
_— againſt abuſing his Benefactor, or 
: _ unbang'd againſt cutting bis Friend's 
roat. | 


G4 'Tis 


8 _MoraliRefithcions'1 
Tis impoſſible to oblige an ungrateful 
Wreteb; ſo;t Ahe Favours ar but thrown 
away u pon him, and loſt St ever, It you 
77 4 him. he 1 1 ht or revile, you z 1 
olf /elieve him, le 1 1 bring. 7 you into 
rouble; and if you ſave his Life, in 
ſhort, bell endaxger yours for't. Theſe 
arc the Returns He uſually makes his 2 
Hiende, \ Nineteen good Turns tignify po- 
thing towards the. —_ him-commoþaly 
civil. chankful,-or'obliging ;-and1t is none 
of,, his Bene Factor 8 Fault neither, if he 
75 ges him not an Injury for the Tpentieth. 
1 1 Souls live upon other Men's Be- 
nefits, as Hogs feed — 5 — They 
never once look up to the Tres from whence 
they come, non acknowledge the Ble/jmg +; 
but ſtill he grubbing at the Root ont, ei- 
ther to fetch it down for its. gud Servicer, 
br. to expoſe it for its Fruitfulneſs, to all 
17 eathers, N. anter-ſtofms, and Indignities 
cf the Worldz It is hardly in the Nature 
of, Spungers, er Hangers-on, toi be grate 
ful tor Aindneſſes receivd. Whatſoever 
they ſuck iu, muſt be ſqwees d out again, 
io make even an invilling Ac knavledgment, 
and much leſs a voluntary Requital. They 
cannot find in their Hearts to return 
Fhanks either to God or Man, for the moſt 
generous Treats and plentiful Entertain- 
ments ; and they ſeldom or never ſay Grace 
4 r Þ | 1 * Aſter 
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after Neat, without giving themſelves the 
Lie. Poor AcrxON, kind as he was; 
kept a Pack of hungry Hounds about him, 
which worryd and deuou d kim at laſt for 
his Painsu G If n 0M 20 
Ing ratitude- is the moſt un Exfal, rei 
ing, and accompliſh d Vice upon Earth It 
is an inſolent  Afront to che Auc hu of Nh 
ture, and even ſtrikes at. Hnten it elf, 
in Spite of all its Bleſſings. and Delle pr. 
ces. It made Mau firſt offed his Mates; 
it mov d the 1faclites to mutmur againſt 
e, and, . ig pe Seoke b 
Banbarity; it excited the obſtinate, faith. 
leſs, and inhuman Few, to erucify the 
Savrour of the World. Men are gene- 
rally | barden d now-a-days- by © Marbr65", 
grow deſperate by  Fndgmerts!; becotijt 
Jeud by Liberties," and are made rampart. 
I rebelliaia 8 Indulgente. 
The Huſband-garrprays Hurd, per ha ps, for 
a good Cp; but after he has Had à plett 
tifül Harde ont, he frequently lays by 
his Sictle and His Religion till the next 
Summer. Ingtutitudè is the Mother of 
the moſt horrid \Impieties.” It -traniples 
upon the ſacred '/# Obligations, and treats 
all civil Duties under Foot to Dirt. It 
does not ſtick at the Murther of one Friend, 
the Impriſonment of another, and the Ruin 


of A Thad, to fulfil the Pyoverb. Ce- 
5 | umz 
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hamny and Detraction, are its conſtant At. 
zendants. I Will is its chief Confederate 
and Accomplice, and carries Deſtrufion in 
its Boſom. In ſhort, it never reſts doing 
of Miſchief, till it has run a e of Ini- 
| quity through all the Points of the Com- 

- 4 and yſurpd upon the whole Globe, 
All People have a Spice on't, in one Cli- 
mate or another, as well Chriſtiens too, as 
Pagans, The North alſo is as famous for 
thankleſs and ungrateful Thieves, as any 
other Country. The BEAR certainly has 
the Aſcendant, where Subjects are ſo un- 
dutiful to their Sovereigns for their Pro. 
reGion, Children ſo dilobedient jo their 
Parents for their Tenderneſs, Servants ſo 
uncivil to their Maſters for their Mainte- 
nance, and Scholars at laft ſo unkind to 
their Inſirufors for their Education. Now, 
tis a Pity to ſave ſuch unthankful Brutes 
as theſe, from the Gallows, who make no 
better Uſe of the Benefir of the Clergy, 
than to deſtroy their Benefators, Delive- 
rers, or Preſervers ;, and, like Vipers, force 
their Way through the Bowels of thoſę 
that give them Life, Liberty, and Secu 


rity, 


PROV. 
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p RO v. XXII. 


That which is bred in the Bone, will 
never out of the Fleſh. 


| Reflexion. 


N ATURE is no Changeling ; and what- 
| ever is bred in the Bone, will ſtick 
by us to the Day — * __ z . 
it be Diſeaſe of Body, or Inaiſpofition 

Mind. eel will — out 75 
the Fleſh. A Melancholy inberited, moſt 
certainly diſpoſes a Man to the ſame Fare, 
Temper, and Adtiont, good or bad, of his 
Progeniters : And an inbred Diſtemper tra- 
duc'd from the Parents, often proves as in- 
curable by all the Art of Aiſculapius, as 
the Doctor himſelf is mortal, and makes 
one of thoſe Patients that labour under 
this Proverb, Tis as common for Fleſh 
and Blood to live up to the Dictates and 
Directions of NATURE, as it is to die; 
and we never ſhake Hands with our dar- 
ling Inclinations, but in a final Diſſolution : 
And ſome ſay, not then neither, who be- 
lieve that the Soul, ſeparate, hankers af- 
ter the Body ſtill, with ſtrong Impreſſions 
and longing Deſires to be reunited to its 
old Acquaintance. RN 
[HSM a 6 9 But 
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But however, the natural Bent of our 
Minds, on this Side the; Grave, remains 
(generally ſpeaking) as immutable as the 
Almighty FtaT of the Greation, in- Spitè 
of all Oppoſition and Controul. Nature 
will appear ſtill, either wicked or immoral, 
as it is above-board, and ſhew it ſelf bare- 
fac d at one time or another, let it lurk 
never ſo long under the Skin, notw ith. 
ſtanding the greateſt Tec of Duty, the 
{trongeft Reſtraints. f Antereſt and Refor- 
mation to tie contrary. ] do not ſay/ that 
it is altogether inſſæxiblę under the powef- 
ful:Perfwation of the Goel, the Corres 
ction of the L, and the Government of 
Philoſophy; but it oftentimes returns to its 
riginalvDepravity, in Defiance of all 
Checks and frequently diſcovers its Ba 
and Iuclinatlon in our Faces, Words, or 
Aclionc, ſooner than we can lay our Hands 
upon our Hearts to ſtop the irregular Mo- 
tions f our Minds. Ill Giſtoms indeed may 
be induſtriduſly corrected by good Educa- 
tion; Over gromn Habits ay be untaught 
by diligent Care, or ſtrict Diſcipline; ànd 
unravell u by Degrees unto better Mannert. 
But who can give a Bloc head more Brains 
than he has by Nature, or inſtruct a Su- 
Poſt ? All the Art of Man can never nuke 
a Sea- Crab crawl formards; nor teacli A 
Land- Spaniel to creep backwards, Ihe 
19 Eve 
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Eye or the Hand is no ſooner eff, but the 
Beaſt is it ſelF again, and fruſtrates the 
Attempt of inverting the natural Courſe of 
any Creature: So that it is as impoſſible 
to ſubvert the Order of Nature for good 
and all, as to train up, and preſerve a Fiſb 
or a Dog out of its own Element. When 
Things are become cuſtomary and habitual, 
it ſeems to be little more than ſtriving a- 
gainſt the Stream, to endeavour to ſtop 
their Current. Rivers do not run up-Hill, 
nor Cattel graze under Water; and it is 
probable, that even the amphibious Ani- 
mals themſelves, out f the Ark, did not 
ſurvive the Deluge. Tis eaſily granted, 
that Wolves change their Hair, and that 
Horſes grow grey with Drudgery and Age z 
but the ungovernable Appetites of thoſe 
Brutes, and the tractable Tempers of theſe, 
are ſenſibly ſtill- the ſame For a wild 
Rapacity is the immutable Quality of that 
Breed; and a tameable Strength, or a tole- 
rable Swiftneſs, either for Service or Di- 
verſion, of this, But be it as it will; can 
the Leopard change his Spots? Can the 
Lion forget his Fierceneſs £ Or any living 
Creature totally abandon its natural Diſ- 
poſition, upon taming? Set the Cage open 
to the Bird, give Reynard his Liberty, let 
the Lions looſe in the Tower, and they 
will ſoon evince;the Truth of this Pꝛo- 
N verb, 
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verb, to our own Loſs, Sorrow, or De- 
ſtruction. 

So much for the natural of this 
Adage; which ſeems yet to be chiefly 
borrow'd from Boughs wreſted by the La- 
bourer's Hand from their natural Growth, 
according to the Opinion of Horace: 


Nature expell'd by Force, will ſtill return, 
And find a Reſurrection in its Urn. 


And, to purſue this notable 22 if 
a ſlender Branch can hardly be diſtortea, 

or = down by Violence from ſhooting up- 
ward, and recovering its former Inclina- 
tion ; how ſhould a crooked Tree be ever 
made to grow ſtreight, contrary to the un- 
alterable Bent of Nature? Inveterate Ha- 
_ bits are as incorrigible as ill Weeds, that 
are ſeldom or never to be rooted our of the 
Land of the Living. But the moral Sig- 
nification of the whole, is this: That Per- 
ſans naturally addicted to any Vice, will 
ſcarce ever be reclaim d afterwards by the 
Art o Rhetovick, of the Powers Per- 
ſwaſion, Authority, and Command. For 
though they may, perhaps, be often dz/- 
appointed of their baſe Intentions, either 
by Force, Fear, or Shame, they will yet 
find an Opportunity at laft, to let the 
World know their Proneneſs and innate 
| - Diſpo- 
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Diſpoſition to what they either dare not, 
— commit — ſuffering for t. 
As many a Man's Mouth waters ſtill at 
the forbidden Fruit; and many a Wench 
would gladly gratify the Defires of human 
Frailty, but for Fear of a Baſtard. They 
are only boneft, by being timorous; and 
they dare not run the Riſque of giving 
Nature its full Swing; not for the Sake 
of FVertue, but out of an r ei- 
ther of Diſgrace, or of Puniſhment. Men 
may diſſemble, as they pleaſe, for their 
own Honour and Reputation, to be thought 
what they are not really in the Common- 
wealth; but Nature can never be cancell'd 
like an old Deed out of Date, nor caunter- 
feited with univerſal Approbation; for it 
will certainly riſe up in Judgment at long 
Run, unmaſk the Cheat, and expoſe the 
faireſt Diſſimulation to the Scorn and Ig- 
nominy of the unguilty World. The co- 
vetous Man would fain ſeem liberal, pens- 
rous, and charitable, TEETH-QUTWARDs, 
while he hugs the Vice and the Viper ſtill 
in his Boſom. The litigious Perſon ſpeaks 
of nothing more than Peace and Quierneſs, 
and three Meals a Day; he would come 
to any Accommodation; while he enter- 
rxins an inveterate Malice, and harbours 
an irreconcileable Quarrel in his Heart. 
The proud Fellow brags of his Courteſy, 


Kindneſs, 
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Kindneſs, and Af ability. to Strangers, Beg 
gars, and the meaneſt of Mankind; white 
the cunning. Wretch only affects a poprilar 
Applaiiſæ by his pretended Humility, and 
| is really proud over and above of being 
humble. Now, theſe Diſſamblers are the ; 
Jame + Men ſtill at the Bottom ; the ſame | 
Hypocrites, according to the Character of 
Il this Pꝛioverb ; and they only give Nature 
1 the Lie for their own) Ends; Their inſi- 
If nuating Policies lye deeper than the Sur- 


|| face, outward Aſpect, or common Practice 
Lit They are bred in the Bone, have corrupted 
[48 the very Marrow of em, and will never 
Wh out of the Flaſb ſo long as they live. 
1 On the other Hand, I might here like- 
i Wiſe ſhew, how hard it is for Perſons na- 
i | turdlly inclin'd to Vertue and Gooaneſs, to 
14 be tempted to a vicious Habitude, or one 
1 ſingle Debauch, by a thouſand glorious 
14 Examples both among the Living and the 
| Dead: THAT ILLUSTRIOUS ONE now in 
I being, whoſe: Motto of SEMPER EADEM 
Wl is ſo well deſerv'd, may ſuffice for ALL: 
1 But this Pꝛoverb is generally taken in the 
worſe Senſe. However, this is not to ren- 

der Education uſeleſs, nor to diſcourage 

| our Endeavours to a'downright Deſpair of 
1 Amendment and Reformation of Life: 
if But fince Nature is ſo victorious and invio- 


1 Jable in Regard of Yertue, and: ſo. Head- 
Don mT ſtrong 
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ſtrong or incorrigible in Reſpe& of Vice; 
ſince it proves ſo difficult a Taſk to unlearn 
thoſe Errors, which are naturally implan- 
ted in every Mother's Son of us even from 
the Womb ; and ſince Children at laſt, af- 
ter they are born, retain the firſt Notices 
longeſt, which they learn by Imitation, 
Example, or Precept, from their very Cra- 
dles 5 PARENTS would do well to breed 
them up to good Manners BETIMES; un- 
der the ſevereſt and moſt conſtant Diſci- 
pline at School, in order to inſtru em 
how to diſtingttiſh betivixt Good and Evil 
upon the firſt Approach; to refify their 
errorievus Fudgments, and correct their un- 
toward Diſpoſuions, while they are tender, 
and capable of receiving better Impreſſions, 
than playing at Cards, or at Chuck-Fayr- 
thing. For young Twigs will bend with 
mot Eaſe, before they grow /{ubborn of 
ſtiff-neck'd : And we ought to begin early 
to lay the Foundation of Learning, Know- 
ledge, and Vertue, in the Morning of our 
Lives ; for we are hardly ſafe from Cor- 
ruption in our Nurſe's Arms. And then, if 
the vertuous Inſtructions of à prudent Ma- 
STER do not go as far as poſfible towards 
regulating the vitious Inclinaticns of his 
SCHOLAR, as well as improving the good 
es Parts or Endowments - the —_ 

being often interrupte rhaps, in his 
on 1 * Raagſc, 
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Buſmeſs, and controul d in his Aim bority; 


this Pꝛoverb will be an everlaſting Re- 
flexion upon the Parent's Indulgence, ei- 


ther for loſing Time, or ſparing the Rod, 
and ſpoiling the Child; for, in ſhort, it 
is obſervable, that the Tricks a Colt gets 
upon his jo Backing in the full Career 
of his Put h, will never leave the Beaſt 
afterwards in his 9/4 Age, or upon the De- 
elenſion of his Vigor. 


pov. XXIII. 
Set a Beggar on Horſe- back, and he'll 
0h 


Reflexion. 

Außer, but to the Devil? There 
V is no Pride like that of a poor Man 
grown rich ; of a Beggar ſet on Horſe- 
back, who makes nothing of riding over 
his Quondam-Friends, and trampling his 
former Acquaintance, or Benefactors, un- 


der Foot. This is the CENTAUR without 


a Ficlion, and the real Monſter of Scorn, 
Inſolence, and Indignity, witli a Witneſs. 
A proud Beggar, when he is once mounted 
o high, as to keep his Coach (which was 
only invented for Cripples ) to carry him 

18 "1 
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in Triumph above the Earth, thinks it 
below him to look down upon his Inferi- 
ours, and inconſiſtent with his Orandure, 
to take auy Notice of little People, that 
ſtand in the Way of his impetuous Career, 
or imperious Contempt. How was the 
poor hackFd Aſs, in the Fable, inſulted by 
a pamper'd Jade of a Horſe in his Trap- 
pings | But the Man makes the Moral ail, 
and the Rider muſt anſwer for the Pride 
and Arrogance of the Beaſt; There goes 
a Story of a Horſe's being created Conſul 
once ; but the Brutiſh Emperor that made 

him ſo, and rid him up to that Degree of 
Statelineſs, Preſumption, and Dignity, 
was only in Fault, | | 
Oh the Perverſeneſs of Mankind upon a 
rifng Ground, and the Haughtineſs of Peo- 
ple in Proſperity ! How do they buff then, 
or overlook their neareſt Neighbours 1n Ad- 
verſity | How do they ſcorn, or næglect to 
relieve their poor Relations, that are going 
down-Hill, againſt the Obligations both 
of Blood and Religion ! Beſides, how re- 
markable is their Imperiouſneſs over thoſe, 
that are beholden to em for their A iſtance 
upon a Pinch, who muſt always be at 
their Command afterwards, even to a Beck 
and a Nod of doing them ten Times the 
Service for't ! What State do new-fangl'd 
People take upon them ! Some upſtart = 
1 2 es 
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dies cannot ſtoop to their own Shoe-Buc- 
eles, without leflening their Character, 
Forſooth Nor wer their Fingers, without 
fullying their Glory; nor ſtep out of 
Doors a- foot, without degrading their 
Quality. PR cannot ſubmit to the 
mean Offices of good Houſe-Wif'ry, for 
Fear of ſpoiling their Beauty, or their 
Finery. They muſt not in Honour be 
without their Cloſe-Srools in their Cham- 


bers, leſt they ſhould di ſoblige their deli- 


cate Noſtrils at the neceſſary Honſe. On 
the other Hand again, —— of our young 


Auſbroom-Noblomen, that ſprang up as it 


were in one Night, muſt be almoſt as long 
upon their Levze, or at the Looking-Glaſs, 
as in getting Eſtates, and making their 
Fortunes in a Morning, while the Sun 
thines in their Faces. They muſt have 
fuch an Attendance and Dependence upon 
their new-faſhion'd Honours, as will make 
em look big and glorious upon their vi- 
ing, to rival the moſt ſplendid Planer, 
and gazzle their over-aw'd Beholders at 
the greateſt. Diſtance with Lire. They 
muſt make it their Bufinefs to forget their 
mean Extract, to diſown their ignoble 
Kindred, and to avoid their ours or Ad- 


| Archer. as diſhonourable Condeſcenſions, 


and the higheſt ScaNDALUM MAGNATUM 
fo give them any Entertainment or Recep- 
Wo tion. 
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teon. In fhort, every Page or Skip-Ken- 
nel, who formerly waited upon my Lord 
or my Lady SOME-BODY, that has got Pre- 
ferment and Money, fets up for a Gentle- 
man now-a-days, and is as proud as _ 
Beggar in the Pꝛoberb upon Horſe-back, 
that gallops head-long , without either 
Fear or Wit, upon the Precipice of Am- 
bition, and the Brink of Nix. 

Lord] how ſeveral broken Tradeſmen 
{wagger upon being new-vamp'd into ſome 
Office, Place of Truſt, or Profeſſion! A 
Villain inrich'd, or ennobld at Court, al- 
ways flights his neareſt Relations, and paſ- 
ſes by his moſt familiar Friends with a 
forbidding, or an unacquainted Look, the 
very next Day after his Advancement, The 
preferr'd Scoundrel will deny both his Fa- 
ther in Heaven, and on Ezrth, for the Sake 
of his dear God MAMMON. He has nei- 
ther Mother, Brother, nor Siſter, that he 
will on in the Pomp and Parade of his 
Promotion, for Fear of diſcovering his or- 
dinary Extraction, his beggarly Riſe, or 
how ill he deſerv'd that honourable: Em- 
ployment by his unnatural Haughtineſs, and 
diſobedient Temper towards his Parents. 

O fooliſh, 2 Man ! to grow 
proud upon Providence, or Proſperity, which 
is none of thy own, but Fortune's Gift, 
ickle and unconſtant as ſhe is, who may 

H 3 turn 
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turn thee out of Favour, and diſcard thee 
to Morrow! To forſake thy former Friends, 


Familiars, or Benxefaftors to Day! To re- 


nounce thy Parents] To forget thy ſelf / 
To vaunt thy ſelf upon Riches and Ho- 
nour ! To make thy ſelf ſo little upon be- 
ing great ! To behave thy ſelf ſo inſolent- 
iy towards thy Fellow-Creatures upon Pre- 
ferment ! Like ALEXANDER'S great Horſe, 
BucEPHALUs, which, when he was naked, 
would let any ore back him, mount and 
welcome ; but with his Royal Trappings on, 
would admit no Rider, fave only the Ning 
his Maſter. The Compariſon is not odious, 
nor defpicable ; if we change the Quality 
of our affable, courteous, and kind Tem- 
pers in a mean Condition, for Moroſeneſs, 
Incivility, or Uneaſineſs of Acceſs, upon 
our -being advanc'd to the higheſt Pitch 
of Honour, Dignity, and Wealth in the 
„ ä 75. 

However yet, tis no Sin to be born 4 
Beggar, and no Scandal to be poor by In- 


' beritance : And if a Man raiſes himſelf to 


Grandure and good Fortune, from a low De- 
1 ze, by his own Induſtry, Vertue, Va- 


_ Jour, Learning, or Merit, it is highly 


commendable. *Tis Praiſe-worthy indeed 
for a vulgar Perſon to profper in this Age, 
without growing inperious, or inſolent up- 
en the Succeſs of becoming ricb. _ 
. 44. J; 531 = Ten 
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chen he ought always to acknowledge his 
Kindred and Parentage; not to confront 
his Betters, deſpiſe his Equals, or inſult 
upon his Inferiours ; not to demean him- 
ſelf like a haughty, arrogant, Purſe-proud 
Upſtart, in order to convince the World, 
that he is none of the Beg pars ſet on Horſe- 
back, who ride after the Rate of this gal- 
loping Proverb, and over-run the Duties 
of common Civility, Peace, and good Neigh- 
bourbo6d. 


PROY. XXIV. 
Every Bean hath its Black. 


Reflexion. 


Ne Man was ever yet born of a Wo- 
man without ſome Inperfections, or 
without Sin, except the Son of God, that 
immaculate Lamb, the Saviour of the 
World. Humanity was never hitherto juſt- 
ly reckon'd NN nor free from all Ex- 
ror and Weakneſs on one ſide or another, 
Some People are Left- handed, others are 
Ambidexters; and ſome again are Neuters, 
will neither meddle nor make in Matters 
ot Moment, right or wrong, and ſo are 
guilty of — Lazineſs, or Mode- 
4 ration, 
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ration, to a Fault. In ſhort, it is as natu- 


ral for all Men to offend ſometimes, to fall 
out, or to quarrel, as it is for every Bean 
zo have a black Eye. "Tis Matter of Fact, 


ſome are religious to Enthuſiaſm or Super- 
ſtition, and others vertuous, even to a vi- 


cious Degree of Auſterity, or Self-denial, 


againſt the Rules of a reaſonable Liberty, 


good Converſation, and common Society. 


appeal tg the Goſpel. Let him that is in- 


Accent among Chriſtians, throw the jijt 
Stone, and we ſhall al be condemn d of 


ſome Sin or other, upon the Tryal of the 
Woman taken in Adultery, He is leſs a- 
kin to old Adam than I am, that can acquit 
himſelf of human Frailties. The proud 
Phariſee may boaſt of his Purity and Per- 


feclion; but the poor Publican will be ſoo- 
ner juſtiſy d upon his ingenuous Confeſſion, 
lincere Repentance, and acceptable Humi- 


liation, than the other upon the Oſtentation 


of his fingular Sanfity, and unſpotted 


| Pertue. | 


The very Gods themſelves of the Hes. 


_ thens, were moſt of em lewd Sinners, Mur- 


derers, Adulterers, Thieves, Drunkards, 
Robbers ;, and ſome of their Goddeſſes too, 


as bad as they; but their Votaries, worſe 


#eaſtly Perſons, and the very Peſts of Man- 


* 


than either of them, void of all Shame, or 
Senſe of Religion, to deify and adore ſuch 


kind. 


*% 
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kind. SATURN was as * and graue 
as Age could make him, but a greedy Mur- 
derer, that devour d, and ſwallow'd down 
his own Children by Wholeſale; JuprrEx 
was a great and terrible Conqueror, but an 
unnatural Uſuyper, that depos'd his own 
Father ; Mars was valiant and brave, but 
a ſneaking Whore-maſter , MERCURY was 
eloquent and witty, but a piltering Thief ; 
Bacchus was jolly and pleaſanii, but a 
Arunken Sot ; SOL was illuſtrious and love- 
h, but an intriguing Pimp; JUNo was au- 
guſt and majeſtical, but ridiculouſly jea- 
; Ka of her Huſband; VENUus was beautiful 
to a charming Degree, but a common Strum- 
pet : And what ſhall I ſay of the 76ſt now, 
Male or Female, but that they all had 
their Failings,' as well as their Accompliſh- 
ments ;, acted their Vices, as well as their 
Vertues upon the _ of the World; and 
that, granting the Hiſtory to be fabulous 
and alluſive only, the beſt of us may bluſh 
at it, and acknowledge the MoRAL in our 
we” Bobs. i 5 2 as 

Every Mother's Child of us, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, 'expoſe our 'Infirmi- 
ties, our Omiſſiuns, and Imprudences at one 
Time or another of our Lives. The 
Learned, as well as the Ignorant, have 
their Follies, Freaks, and Yaparies. No 
Man is Piſtol-Proof againſt Vice, that = 
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be fooling with a Temptation, before it is 
diſcharg d; off it goes, and ſecures the 
Meddler. The moſt invulnerable Achir- 
LES may be wounded in his Heel, when 
his Head cannot ſave him, or keep him 
out of Harm's-way. What Heart is impe- 
netrable by the Dart of the fooliſh Boy, ſo 


much talk d of in Female Paſſions 2 SAmp- 


soN's Strength faild him againſt Datt- 
LAH, The ſtouteſt A that ever 
went into the Field, have loſt their Lives, 
as well as their Honour, upon the Delu- 


ſion of ſich Engagements, The Petticoat 


has often triumph d over the greateſt Mar- 
riors. Learning can be no Inſurance againſt 
Love, or that Kind of Wild-Fire. The 
wiſeſt of Men have not their Wits about 
em at all Times; or elſe the old acting 
Dyctor had never marry'd a young Girl, to 
make him a Cuckold. The extravagant 
Fralicks of Toth, are as common as - Piſ- 
ſing- a- Bed Among Children. The Beau's 
of the Town are now-a-days as rampant- 
ly ſweet and lyſhious as ever, upon the La- 
dies at Balls and Gamboling- Bous; and 
the Ladies again are as little upon their 
Guard, either in private or in publick 
Play-Houſes, as their humble Servants, till 
their Hearts are none of their wn. How 
fond are young People yet of going to Bar- 
tholomew-Fair , and viliting the Devil's 
N | py” "OT 
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Anti- Chamber, to their Diſadvantage or 
Diſgrace | How much are Jriſh-men gene- 
rally admir'd of late-by our 2 
I could ſay more; but every Bean hath its 
Black, and there's an End ont. : 
In ſhort, the faireſt of the fair Sex, as 
they call it, is not without her Blemiſh, 
and ſome Exception either of Mind or of 
Body. The moſt peerleſs Dulcinea, or 
matchleſs Angel among Women , wants 
ſome Qualification or other {till to render 
her deſerving of that Romantick Charafler, 
let the Lever be never ſo blind and raving, 
or the Poet mad. Pride commonly betrays 
her Modeſty, ill Conduct, or mercenary In- 
clination on the one Hand, and either her 
forward Tongue, or her falſe Tail, diſco- 
vers her ſecret Imperfections on the other 
So that, generally ſpeaking, they are one and 
al guilty of the Pꝛoverb, from the grea- 
teſt Crimes, to the ſmalleſt Offences ; from 
mortal Iniquities, to venial Overſighrs ; 
from Lying, Envy, and Back-biting, to the 
. of a Goſſip's Story, making of an 
unlucky Eſcape, or letting an indiſcreet 
Blurt in Company: To ſay nothing of the 
2 Vanities of their dreſſing bare- neck d, 
all flying, like Lapwings, with Tufts of 
Feathers on their Heads; which in cold 
Weather is as much as their Lives are 
worth, In a Word, ſhe 1s the beft of Wo- 


Men, 
TY3, f 
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men that does not make a bad Wife. As 


for our Sex, take it in the Lump, and it 
wants an Advocate. A Man without a 
Blot, would be almoſt a Miracle. All the 
Faults and Fooleries of the Age, are laid 
t our Doors, and the Women ſay, that our 
Backs are broad enough to bear 'em, and 
to father their Slips or Miſcarriages. 
But to take this P2overb by the right 
Handle at laſt, according to the Opinion 
of ſome Philoſophers, that no Mortal can 
be truly happy, or free from Errors and 
Misfortunes ahove Ground; he muſt needs 
be the happieſt Man, who is the leaſt un- 
fortunate and afflicted with Loſs, Sorrow, 
or Trouble, Inadvertency, or r 
ment in this World. Infelicity, ſay they, 
is the Companion of Folly. There is no 
Man perfect in all Points, wiſe in all Re- 
ſpects, or wake at all Hours, Every one 
overſhoots his Reaſon in ſome Act or other 
of his Life, and muſt own himſelf unhap- 
py, an Offender, or a Criminal, in the 
Senſe of this Pꝛoverb, to his dying Day. 


PROY, 
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PADY. IF. 
Faint Heart never won Fair Lady. 


Reflexion. 

Adies do not love Cawards, or pufilla- 
nimous Coxcombs : And if every Gen- 

tlewaman has het JUNo, as the Gentleman 
bas his GENIUs, he muſt be as briſk and 
jolly as JUPITER, to pleaſe her Phancy, or 
gain het Affections. A 7 4" A. 
mour, is but dally ing with Happineſs, and 
keeping Matrimony in Suſpence; which 
ſeems as deathful to the languiſhing Lover, 
as hanging over the Monument by the 
Eye-lids. The couragious Spark, that 
preſſes the Point home with as little De- 
lay as Timidity, will always be the fair 
Lady's Favourite; and forty baſhfid 
bumble Servants, or little cringing Ri- 
vals, leſs bold than himſelf, Ja not 
be able to hinder the Match. Women, 
Wives, Widows, or Maids, are not fo 
modeſt now-a-days, as to be won by ſhame- 
fac'd Addreſſes, or infipid Complements, in 
Writing at a Diſtance, but by Word of 
Mouth, and the undeniable Importunities 
of a F Courtſhip. They love to be 
kiſs d and teaz'd into a Compliance. No 
Rhetorict prevails like that of a ſhameleſs 
Codpiece, 
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[| Codpiece, and a confident Tongue, to end 
the Diſpure in a wanton, Correſpondence 
Hl between a Couple of daring Sweer-hearts, 
and to ſet their Paſſions a longing for a 
TH Completion of Joys. The daſtardly Pen 
1 now is of no Uſe, but to make the Mar- 
riage-Settlement, However, this Pꝛo- 
verb does not only encourage an unſhaken 
22 in the Intrigues of: Love ; but it 
41 alſo ſupports, and applauds an intrepid 
I Evurage in tlie gallant Soldier. 
li Fortune was always a Friend to the 
Brave, and ever crown'd the Actions of 
the Valiant, either with Succeſs or Honour 
in the Field of Battel; for whether he 
wins or loſes the Day, he is ſure {till to 
find either his Triumph in conquering, or 
his Glory in being conquer d upon the laſt 
Effort of Courage. Courage is half a Con- 
gueſt in the worſt of Fortunes: It carries 
the daring Hero through the moſt inſupe- 
Table Hardſhips and Dangers, with 4p- F 
Planſe ; and though he die in the Encoun- Þ 
tar upon the Spot, it 7mmortalizes the 
Man, and eternizes the Action or Exploit: 
Inſomuch, that he furvives his own Fune- 
ral, Tis true, Victory may ſometimes 
fail him upon a hold Engagement; but a 
ſecret Happineſs, as well as a publick Bleſ- 
Ang, always attends the moſt unſucceſoful 
Gallantry: And when thouſands fall about 
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ſo great a Champion in the Fight, Death 
it {elf often ſeems to diſtinguiſb him for his 
undaunted Valour, to give him Quarter 
for his invincible Reſolution, and to pre- 
ſerve him for nobler Ends, or more proſpe- 
rous Atchievemens. 

Give me the Man therefore that dares 


* outlive his Misfortunes, and rally his ſcat- 


ter d Hopes after an Overthrow ; the Man 
that renews his Attacks with freſh Vigor 
in Adverſity, and redoubles his Bravery 
upon the 7 =" ; the Man, I ſay, that 
ſwims againſt the Stream, be 1t never ſo 
ſtrong ; who ſtrives forward, ſtill buoy'd 
up by Fortitude, and ſcorns as much to 
fk under the Oppoſition, as to be ſucł d 
in by the Eda, or to fall in a faint-bæarted 
Retreat : One, that thinks it below him 
to truckle under Chance, or to give Ground 
to Fate in a doubtful Affair; who hates 
to make a drawn Battel ont, as much as 
to overcome without a Blow, or to beover- 
come without Blood. He, I mean, that 
ſets a chearful Face upon the Frowns of 
Fortune; and does not fight backwards, 
like the PARTHIANS, fing To whom a 
Fall is but a Riſing; and a croſs Adventure, 
no conſtant Enemy. Dame Fortune, how 
haughty, coy, and fickle ſoever ſhe ap- 
pears now, may be in a better Humour a- 
nother Day, than to diſappoint his Ex- 


peitations, 


— 
1 
eee 2 
— 


lancholy Viſions diſappear, an 


112 Mora Reflexions 
2 reject his Addreſſes, of give 
im a flat Denial. He will not be deny d 
at laſt, but purſue his Importunities with 
greater Boldnefſs and Intrepidity upon her 
Repulſes, tilł he has obtain d his Deſire 
upon his Adverſary; till he has VIcro- 
RIA if His Arms, and enjoys the fair 
Captive by Right of Conqueſt. Bobs 
' Mars won VEnvs's Heart by his Mag- 
nanimity. A couragious Soul cannot be 
{truck down with a prſilanimous Fear up- 
on the moſt 7erriible Proſpect or Perils of 
Lite and Death. Diſappoint mente, Dan- 
gers, or Deſtruftions in View, cannot 
daunt a viril Spirit, or ſhock his Stedfaſt- 
nefs of Mind into a chagrin and an unman- 
ly Apprehenſion ; but rather rouſes His Re- 
ſolution to à victorious Pitch'of a fearleſs 
Contempt, which immediately puts all 
Hob goblins, Raw-head and Bloody-bones to 
flight, and makes the moſt — tful me. 
vaniſh in- 
to Nothing. The Lien does not grow 
fercer after he is wounded, nor the Sun 
ſhine brighter, when it has been ſtruggling 
with a Fog, and burſts through it wit 
Beams of Glory, than this conquering Hero 


appears, after he has been diſperſing Scorch 


Miſts, or ſcattering French Clouds, to-give 
ENGLAND an illuſtrious Day : For, like 


the brave Antæus, when he is caſt down 
to 


2 urn —_ LAY 
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to the Ground, he riſes again more freſh 
and fortunate, more gay and livehy, more 
brisk, and finſh'd with new Vigour for a 
National Adventure. NoTHING VENTURE, 
NoTHING Have, is his Motto; his prin- 
cipal Motive, and final Reſolution to make 
himſelf either a Man or a Mouſe ; and his 
noble Courage can never be caſt down up- 
on the molt impracticable Expedition for 
the Good of his Country, or to accompliſh 
his own Wiſhes. He knows, that Fear or 
Faint-heartedneſs did not make ALEXAN- 

DER ſo great, nor CASAR ſo famous. 
What Cow-hearted Fellows are thoſe 
then, that are afraid of a Shadow, that 
ſhrink at the Sound of a Drum, or the 
Name of Miſery, as well as the Noiſe of 
War; that fetter themſelves by Conſent, 
and renounce the very Hepes of Proſpe- 
rity, for want of Courage enough to alk a 
Favour, demand a Right, or to fight like 
Men of Valour for their Peace, and to 
act in their own Defence! What Good, 
what Relief, what Encouragement from a 
defponding Mind! Deſpair is the Parent 
of Ruin It diſpirits the Man, and helps 
on the Miſchief : It unqualifies him either 
for Self-Preſervation, Afiſtance, or Com- 
faſſion, Fear is the Bugbear of Fools, and 
the Touch-ſtone of a cowardly Mind : It 
unmans the timorous Daſtard, either for 
1 Action, 
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Action, or the Exefciſe of common Rea- 
ſon. The Man's Cart might have ſtuck. 
in the ire ſtill, for all his calling upon 
HERCULES for Help, if he had not pluck d 
up his Courage, and given it a wo Lift 
with his own Shoxlders. In ſhort, he that 
is afraid of Diſappointments, Difficulties, 
or Misfortimes in the World, feems to be 
neither fit for the Buſineſs of Arms, nor 
quality'd for the Afairs of Love : And 
when ſuch 4 Man courts a hound Lady, but 
eſpecially a Widow, I can ſoon tell him 
his Fortune by this Proverb — He ſhall 


never have her, if bis Heart fails him. 


'PROV. XXVI. 
Jack will never make a Gentleman, 


Reflexion. 


OR JoaN a Gentlewoman; unleſs 
when ſome Cully of a Country-Squire, 
or a Fool of a Knight marries his Cook- 
maid, a Lady's Woman, a lewd Chamber- 
maid, a Kitchin-wench, or a daggle-tail'd 
Strumpet, and falls in Love with an An- 
_ to expel the Poiſon of this Pꝛa- 


Tis 
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Tis certain there are a great many 
would be Gentlemen in the World; and 
Jack in the P2overb would as willingly 
make — any of em; but though he 
be never to finical, foppiſh, and fantaſti- 
cal in his own Conceit, Dreſs, Wealth, 
Grandeur, or Haughtineſs of Aſpect, his 
' unkind Stars, and the Herald's Office, have 
not yet thought him worthy either of 
that Character, or a Coat of Arms. Mr. ſuch 
a one, TayLoR of Thieving-Lane, Squire 
PokTER of Pimp-Alley, Sir Edward 
SPENDTHRIFT of Vinegar-Yard, my Lord 
CROOK-BACK of the Livery-Stables, are 
all falſe Titles of Honour, and will never 
make a GENTLEMAN. JACK STRAW 
would fain have been a Ling formerly, 
but he-was ſpoil'd in the making ; for his 
Ambition confounded his Phancy , and 
brought him to a ſcandalous End, with 
eternal Ignominy and Diſgrace. 
In ſhort, every one is not a Gentleman, 
that is vulgarly call'd fo now-a-days, even 
to a little Fack-Pudding, or a pert Fack-a- 
Dandy. There's more than the bare Name 


tequir'd to the making of him what he 


pught to be by Birth, Honour, and Merit: 
Let a Man get never ſo much Money to 
buy Land, Talk is but Talk yet, and he 
cannot purchaſe one Grain of GENTILITY 
with it; but will remain Jack in the 

12 P2overb 
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Pꝛoverb ſtill, without Vertue, Learning, 
and Wiſdom, to enrich the Faculties of his 
Mind, to enhance the Glory of his Wealth, 
and to ennoble his Blood. Give this Jack 
what Breeding , what Education, what 
Preferment you pleaſe, he will diſcover 
himſelf at one Time or another, to be 
what he was from the Beginning, in Point 
of Behaviour, to be of mean Extract, un- 
genteel, awkward, ungenerous, a Gentle- 
man at ſecond Hand only, or a vain-glo- 
rious Upſtart : For you can never make a 
fulken Purſe of a Som Ear. | 
This Pꝛoverb ſeems to ſet forth the 
various Diſpaſitions, Tempers, and Quali- 
ties of Mankind, as well as to reflect upon 
the Unfineſs of particular Perſons of low 
Eſtate, and ignoble Parentage, to be pro- 
moted to Honour and Dignity in the Com- 
mon- Wealth. Our Minds certainly differ 
as much as our Faces, Features, or Com- 
plexions ; not to ſay more. Nature and 
Fortune have not beſtow'd their Gifts e- 
qually upon all Men; for they have ma- 
nifeſtly given Beauty to ſome, Riches to 
others. to ſome. Strength, and to others 
Learning. ALEXANDER excell'd in Va- 
Tour and Fortitude, AkISTOTLE in Know- 
ledge and Vertue, CRAssus in Wealth and 
Grandure. Behold the incomparable Ge- 
wits of DioGENES, who was rather born 
3 + | | ro 
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to Wiſdom, than Glory. DionysIus was 
fitter to be a School. maſter, than a King. 
Caro was never cut out for a Courtier. 
In fine, the Philoſophers were no Syco- 
phants, no Diſſemblers ;, and therefore leſs 
qualify'd for Buſ/meſs, than the Propaga- 
tion of Letters and Anowledge in the 
World. No Man is capable 1 underta- 
king all Things. A Corn Cutter, I be- 
lieve, will never make a good Phyſician. 
What an 1gnorant Preſumption would it 
be for an impudent Prick-lowſe to ſet up 
for a Lawyer, or a Stateſman's A Fack of 
all Trades, or an officious Factanapes of 
all Sides, is ſo far from being a GENTLE- 
MAN, that he generally proves good for 
nothing, but to carry a Budget upon his 
Back about the Country. How thb and 
ſawcy ſoever ſuch a Fack-in-an-Office may 
be, he will never be reſpected the more 
for his Pride and Impertinence. 

But to purſue this Topick a little more 
to the Letter of the Latin, every Wyod 
will not make a MERCURY. St. Nicholas's 
Image being made of a poor Man's Phumb- 
Tree in Spain, turn d his former Devotion 
into downright Negligence and Contempt. 
He thought it was not gaad enough to 
make a Gop of; and he wholly deſpis d 
the wooden Saint at laſt, becaule it came 
out of his own VR ; and he eſtcem'd » 

3 | it 
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it Itttle better for being tranſplanted intq 
the Church. However, tis plain, that 
every 77 has not a Capacity to carry him 
to the Univerſity : For ſome Children are 
ſo dull, that it is not in the Power of Art 
or Diſcipline to make them SCHOLARS ; 
and a Maſter had as good pretend to teach 
a May-pole, as to accompliſh them with 
polite Learning. The Truth ont is, ſuch 
ſtupid Foult-heads at School will never 
have more Brains than they were born 
with, nor become better Gentlemen, either 
wy Education or Indulgence; to confirm 
the P2overb of Jack Sprat, and his Mo- 
ther: Neither will the ſpeaking of French 
ever intitle an illiterate Coxcomb at all to 
the Honour of a Gentleman, without ſome 


nobler Qualiſications. 


— J_ n 


PROV. XXVII. 
One Swallow makes no Summer. 


8 Reflexion. 
AI the falſe, as well as fooliſh Con- 


N cluſſont, from a particular, to an 
univerſal Truth, fall under the Reprocf of 
this good old Pꝛoverb. He that gueſſes 
at the Courſe of the Year, by the F _ 
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of a ſingle Bird, may eaſily be miſtaken in 
his Conjecture. One Sparrow does not 
make the Spring, nor one Woodcock the 
Winter. Swallows are not Weather-wiſe, 
though they naturally appear about Sum- 
mer-Time ; neither can they make a Man 
half ſo ſenſible of the coming Seaſon, as 
an Almanack, or his den Obſervation and 
ee 

could never yet be a Friend to the Ro- 
man Auguries, nor have any Faith for 
their fond, fooliſh, and credulous Obſer- 
vations, taken from the fixing, feeding, 
chirping, chattering, or ſinging of Crows, 
Pies, Owls, Eagles, Vultures, Buzzards, 
and ſuch like Bird. : I do not know whe- 
ther there were any Swallows among em; 
but this I ar confident of, that the Gre- 
cians were much in the right on't, to ſay, 
that one Swallow makes no Summer. And 
I cannot believe the ſuperſtitious Predicti- 
ons and Interpretations of the Latins, with- 
out Banter ; or, that the natural Motion, 
and ridiculous Actions of the feather d Kind, 
could either portend, or determine the 
Felicity or the Unhappineſs of the State, 
the Welfare, or the Misfortime of any par- 
ticular Perſons, the Proſperity, or the Un- 
luckineſs of certain Times, Seaſons, and 
Events. i 


ES: < What ! 
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What ! one Man make a Government, 
or the People collectively; and not a Mo- 
narchy neither]! And ſhall the Herd of a 
Mob, or a Gang of Myrmidons, tho' pre- 
tending to be of Revolution-Principles, in- 
groſs the whole Settlement, and ſole Ad- 
miniſtration of 1t into their own Hands ? 
Why, where's the Reaſon of that, when 
general Rules are not to be drawn from 
particular Exceptions, let em be never ſo 
liable to Exception themſelves, or obnoxi- 
ous to Cenſure and Cavil 2 But however, 
it is contrary to the Rules of right Reaſon- 
ing, to condemn all for the Sake of one 
ſingle Delinquent ; to arraign the Vertu of 
the whole Sex, for the Faults of a few ter- 
magant ſtrolling Filts ;, or to argue againſt 
the honeſt Uſe of a Thing, from ſome par- 
ticular Abuſe of it: For are not the holy 
Scriptures good, becauſe they are wreſted ? 
Or is the Law unreaſonable in it ſelf, be- 
cauſe the Practice of it is corrupted? Such 
Arguments as theſe, would pull down Hea- 
ven, and level it with the Earth. Give 
me Leave then to ſay this farther, that 
Singularity, in any Reſpe&, ſhews a Want 
*+ Hacker. as well as ill Humour, Tis 


a Crime to be of a Party, without a tho- 


Tough Conviction of Conſcience ; for Opi- 
mon, Prejudice, or Partiality, were never 
yet reckon'd the true Rate of Things, nor 
„% > 0-7 4 juſt 
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a juſt Standard of Reaſon ; and beſides it 
is a grand Offence to be /mgular in Socie- 
ty, without good Authority fort. The 
beſt Philoſopher of us all, is ſubject to Er- 
ror 3 but young People eſpecially are moſt 
prone to raſh — Over/ight, or De- 
ception upon falſe Proſpects, and appear 
x va too forward in diſplay ing their gid- 
dy Inclinations, or palpable Delufions ra- 
ther, upon fallacious Propoſals, for want 
of a well. grounded incredulous Deliberation. 
A Swallow's flying abroad early in the 
Spring, is not a ſufficient Direction to make 
me leave off my Clcat he, in Hopes of fine 
Weather, or dreſ my ſelf up in a vola- 
til Air, upon the Expectation of a warm 
Summer, for Fear of catching a Miſtake, 
and meeting with a cold Reception upon 
ſuch an over-haſty Credulity. 

This P?2overb turns upon another 
Hinge alſo. *Tis not fair Dealing to de- 
nominate a Man rich, from one' Piece o 
Money in his Pocket; nor to conclude him 
univerſally good, from the Practice of one 
ſingle Vertue ;, although one Vice indeed is 
a {ufficient Blot to make him bad enough 
in the Eye of Morality. But a Man is 
not therefore temperate , becauſe he is 
flour ; nor liberal, becauſe he is exactly 
Juſt, and ſo forth: Neither can the true 
Denomination of Goodneſs or Eloquence, 
a Ss 
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proceed from any one particular Thing, 
either well done, or well ſaid ; for there 
are more FYertues than one, even to the 
Number of Twelve, at leaſt, requir d to 
the accompliſhing of the Character of a 
Perſon truly vertuous to Perfection. One 
Day cannot render a Man compleatly 
happy in Point of Time, nor one Action 
conſummate his Glory, 1n Point of Valour 
and Bravery in a Field of Battel, A par- 
ticular Succeſs in War, does not gain the 
Reputation and Credit of an abſolute Con- 
queſt, or an intire Victory. It may ſo hap- 
pen, in fine, that a proſperous Revolution 
of repeated Advantages, of many Years 
ſtanding, may peradventure be more juſti- 
fable in the Progreſs, or the End of it, 
than it was from the Beginning, upon Ar- 
guments drawn from an univerſal Submiſ- 
ion, to the giving of Right without Con- 

troul, and crowning the Work at laſt with 
a general Voice of Juſtice, Honour, and 
Approbation. \ 
To conclude then,from Univerſals, is the 
right Way of judging of Things beyond 
Impoſition and Fallacy. What Providence 
or Foreſight this Bird in the Pꝛovberb has 
in human Affairs, I am not able to deter- 
mine by all the Fables of Aſap, though 
the Moral be ſingularly good and ingeni- 
ous ; neither is one ſingle Conjetture ſuffi- 
clent 
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cient to put the gt = of Diſpute a- 
mong credulous eaſy Fools, or — 
2 But this I may poſitively 
aſſert, according to the general Opinion of 
all Writers, as well as SoPHOCLEs, the 
Prince of the Tragick Poets; that, as one 
Inhabitant does not make a City, nor one 
Man a Multitude, ſo neither can one filly 
Swallow rationally convince a wile, a 
cautious, or a conſiderate Perſon, of the 
Approach of Summer. | 


* * ** 


PRO V. XXVII. 


Brag is a good Dog, but Hold-faſt is 
. a Better. 


Cm. 
— 


| Reflex ion. 
B is but ſo much Breath loſt 
good Company, and ought to be no more 
taken Notice of, than the barking of a lit- 
tle Cur in the Streets, fo long as a Man's 
Heels are ſafe, and the Dog does not bite. 
Cowardly Curs always make the moſt Noiſe 
in the Day-time, and are loudeſt in the 
Night ; whether a Man, or the Moon, or 
Madneſs be the Occaſion. 
Nothing edifies leſs in an ingenuous 
Converſation, than Boaſting and Rattle. It 
| 5 
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is, as it were, the Dropſy of the Mind, 
and ſwells a Man, like a Bubble, into no- 
thing at laſt. Oftentation is a meer Impo- 
ſition, both upon Faith and good Manners. 
For a Man to crack of his own Courage, 
and to make himſelf the HecTok of the 
Company, looks more like bullying, than 
aſſerting a Point 4 Honour. It deceives 
the Credulbus, offends the Modeſt, and 
diſobliges the Brave. Beſides, it is a 
downright Afront to his Betters, an in- 
diſcreet Challenge to his Equals, and a 
cowardly Way of inſulting over his Infe- 
riors, that (he knows) are not a Match 
for him. In ſhort, tis intollerable Inſo- 
lence for a Man to extol his own Exploits. 
He may ſay what he will of his military 
Qualifications, Capacity, and Conduct ʒ 
boaſt of his good Services at Home, and 
hat mighty Matters he could do Abroad; 
But no Man of Senſe, for all this, will 
ever think him the fitter to command an 
Army, and fight the French. The Bounce 
of an OBSERVATOR , or a ſelf-conceited 
Poltroon, will never make him a GENE- 
RAL. True Courage does not conſiſt in 
fly ing in the Face of Mankind, and raving 
the World. Fortitude does not hang upon 
a Perſon's Lips, nor dangles by his Side, 
let his Tongue. or his Sword. be never ſo 
. lang. Talking big, ſignifies little : Doing 

18 
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is All. Tis Action makes the Hero, Blu- 
ſtering does no Execution, and ſpills no 
Blood. It is only fighting an Enemy at a 
Diſtance ; or, like one of Don Q OT's 
imaginary Combats, engaging with the 
Vind- mille of his own Brain's making. 

A Braggadochio's {waggering, huffing, 
and praiſing his own Falour, ſhots as if 
his Tongue had run away from his Heart, 
and the Coward had = his laſt Leave 
of his Colours. Some Perſons are ſo troub- 
led with a Timpany of Talking and Oſten- 
zation, that they ſeem to be fuller of Wind, 
than of War, Wiſdom, or Courage. Others 
are ſuch Crack-farts,Ranters, and fo proud 
of their own Parts, as if they were Lords 
of the Univerſe, and Umpires of all Contro- 
verſy and Debate: And the twelve Fudges 
of England are Aſſes to them. What ſigni- 
hes a Parliament to BRAG? The Members 
of it have not half the Brains of his Dog, 
Lion. The late licentious OBsERVATOR, 
was a Bravo of this Quality, and a Rat- 
tle-ſkeull, that reign d for ſeveral Years un- 
diſturb'd, and triumphant in his own Opi- 
nion; but he has nom, at laſt, quite loſt 
his Life, Credit, and Reputation, for his 
Pains, among all ſober thinking People. 
How well ſoever BRAO was formerly ſet 
on, the Pꝛoverb is upon him now, for all 
bis Bravado s, and ſelf-conceited A 

ka 
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On the other Hand, if a Gentleman has 
bravely vindicated his Honour, generouſ. 
kept his Word, or faithfully held faft his 
Integrity, upon Occaſion; what need has 
he to brag ont, and undervalue himſelf 
ſo far, as to be the Trumpeter of his own 
Glory? It only leſſens a Hero's Character, 
to hear it from his own Mouth, when all 
the Earth, perhaps, is a Witneſs of his 
Worth and Merit; and if that is not large 

enough, Heaven it {elf alſo will vouch 
for his Vertue: And indeed the whole 
World is little enough for ſo great a Man, 
that can conquer Hhimſelf, contain his own 
Praiſe, and fubdue his Paſſion to this pru- 
dent Temper of a modeſt Silente. 

A As to the Letter f the Pꝛoverb, I ſhall 
only make this remarkable Digreſſion. No 
Brute has been more famous in Hiſtory for 
its Friendſhip, Fidelity, and Gratitude to 
his Maſter, than a Doo. But ſome Dogs 
have been too much made of in certain Fa- 
milies of ſome Countries, almoſt even to 
the dying for em OUR SELVEs, or giving 
THEM Chriſtien Burial after their Deaths ; 
and they are ſtill over-much pamper d yet 
by ſeveral People, both at Bed and Board: 
o ſay nothing of my Ladys Lips, and 
her Lap too, for entertaining and careſ- 
fing Mounſicur le Chien. However, a good 

Dog is as uſeful and neceſſary a Creature as 

any 
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any living, to all Men, both at Home and 
and Abroad, BRAG indeed may go a great 
Way towards the ſcaring of- Thieves, or 
the frighting of Buzzards z but HoLp- 
FAST is the Dog of Buſineſs, either for Ser- 
vice, Safety, or Recreation. 


PROV. XXIX. 
Sue a Beggar, and catch a Lowſe. 


Reflexion. 


HIS is good Advice againſt going 
to Law with a poor inſolvent Per- 
ſon ; for what can any one expect to get 
by ſuing 4 Beggar, but his Expence and 
his Labour for his Pains? Our Fails groan 
with the Complaints of mendicant Debtorsʒ 
and our Streets are fill'd with Cries for 
the Relief of poor Priſoners, who are ſo 
far from being able to 25 what they owe, 
that they ſub/iſt only upon the Alu- 
Baſket : Not but that a due Debt ought in 
common Juſtice to be paid; and there's 
all the Reaſon in World, that the Parties 
engag d for it ſhould be ſeverely pimiſo d 


= with the ſtricteſt Confinement, upon a 
u 


Refuſal, when they are really ſol- 
vent. where Nothing's to be Jed the 


King 


— — 
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King himſelf muſt loſe his Right; and tis 
Pity they ſhould loſe their Liberty by any 
inferior hard-hearted Creditor, To put a 
ſorry Creature in a Stone-Doublet, or to 
give him the leaſt Trouble upon the In- 
ſufficiency of his hard Fortune, or his 
downright Inſolvency, 1s like labouring for 
Water when the Pump is dry. is as bar- 
barous Treatment as he could meet with 
from Highway-men, to ſuffer in his Per- 
fon for want of a Purſe; tor they common- 
ly uſe to be reveng'd of a Man's Boay, and 
to take their Pennyworths out of his Skin, 
by beating, or binding him Hand and Foot, 
if his Pockets cannot anfwer their De- 
mands, aud: compound for his Carcaſs, by 
ſatisfy ing their unreaſonable Expectations. 
What can be more ridiculous, than to 
ſue a Beggar, when the Action muſt needs 
coſt more than he is worth; and the 
Plaimiſf will be ſure of catching nothing 
but 2 Lewſe, perhaps, for his Trouble, 
according to the very Letter of the Pꝛo- 
verb? It calls a Mans Prudence mightily 
in Queſtion; though it puts his Satisfa- 
ction of Revenge and Malice quite out of 
Doubt at the ſame Time, to proſecute a 
worthleſs Mreteb to the Extremity of a 
Priſon; which muſt neceſſarily render 
him uncapable of ever being in a Condition 
to diſcharge the Obligation while he — i 
3 | old, 
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Hold, and only either inflames the Reckon- 
ing, or denies him the Opportunity and 
Freedom of playing the Part of an honeſt 
Man. In this Senſe, Impriſonment is the 
Bane of all Induſtry, and only makes Peo- 
ple idle, who might work out their Salva- 
tion another Way ; and endeavour to do 
the whole World Juſtice to a Farthing, 
under the Comfort of open Air, and the 
Encouragement of Liberty For NEw- 
GATE is not fit to breath in. The FLEET 
ſtands by a naſty Ditch; enough to poiſon 
the Priſoners. . The Compters are Dog- 
Holes : And the reſt of the Priſons about 
Town, are properer for Stables to keep 
Horſes in, than to confine rational Crea- 
tures and honeſt Men, that would pay their 
Debts if they could; but cannot, if they 
would never ſo fain, purchaſe their En- 
„ eng,, ES { 
Beegars are, generally ſpeaking, repu- 
ted lowſy People; but whether they be 
ſo, or not, that's nothing to the Matter, 
or. the Merit of the Cauſe. However, 
when a poor indigent Fellaw happens to be 
arreſted for a Trifle, (and I have known it 
the Caſe of a particular Perſon, that had 
not Four-pence-half-penny in the World 
to help himſelf, or to ſave his Credit) it 
looks litigious and inhuman to the laſt Ef- 
fort but one of Spite: Ay if N 
6 2 
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he becomes deprivd of his Liberty after- 
wards, for a greater Sum, what ſignifies all 
the Property of a Subject he can pretend 
to? What can he do in the Cuſtody of a 
mercileſs Cateh- poll, or the cloſe Confine- 
ment of a Fail, which pays no Debts, but 
what are contracted there, (if he can be 
truſted ) upon the Neceſſity of keeping 
Body and Soul together in a languiſhing 
Condition, and in Hopes only either of a 
Providential, or a Gracious Deliverance 
from the Powers Aloe? What can we 
have of a Cat, but the Skin? What of 2 
Beggar, but Diſappoimment and Diſcredit, 
or Lice, perhaps, over and above in & 
bundance ? Who ever yet ſpread a Net for 
4 Kite, or was fond of catching a Carrion ? 
So that this ꝛoverb, in ſhort, condemns 
fuch unmerciful Proceedings with the ut- 
molt Bamer and Ridicule, It is a witty 
Lampoon upon all indiſcreet, troubleſoin, 
and vexatious Laue dite commenc'd a- 
gainſt inſolvent little Peopls; it reproaches 
the Proſecution of a miſerable Beggar, for 
a ſcandalous, as well as an imprudent 
Action; and looks upon it at laſt to be no 
better than Lowſe-catching in the I ue, or 
the Upſhot of calling Beggars to an Ac- 
count for their Debts : A ridiculous Em- 
ployment indeed, where Compaſſion, Mer- 
, or Forbearance, ought to take Place, and 
2 . even 
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even /it Fudge too in the Cont of Diſcre- 
tion, I mean every Man's private Boſom, 
to prevent a publick Bar! In a Word, if 
there was any Reaſon for ſuing a Beggar, 
I ſhould not be ſo abrupt, — theres an 
End ont. 


PRO V. XXX. 


The younger Brother, the better Gen- 
tleman. 


ODEs Reflexion. 5 
þ Ac is a pure Eng liſi Pꝛoberb, in 
| which all the good Families of the 
Kingdom are highly concern'd, in Point of 
educating as well as providing for their youn- 
ger Children, againſt the common Cuſtom of 
the Country, in giving Al to the Eldeft, and 
leaving the to find for themſelves ; no- 
thing to depend upon more than the For- 
tune of this P2overb, And though Gen- 
tlemen do not live upon Pꝛoverbs, tis 
ſome Comfort yet for a younger Brother to 
reflect upon this remarkable Saying, under 
the Diſadvantages of his not being born ts 
an Eſtate : And it may alſo ſerve as a ſut- 
ficient Encouragement to put him upon 
the honeſt Attempt of getting one, by his 
K 2 own 
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own Induſtry and Vertue, without being 
beholden to his Parents fort; eſpecially 
when he finds his Honour ſo univerſally 
| eſtabliſh'd in the good Opinion of the 
World, as to be thought a better Gentle- 
man than his elder Brother, But how 
better? Why, by being put to his Shifts 
perhaps Abroad, SINK or SWIM, and by 
matching Politicks with France, Italy, or 
Spain; while the other, his Mother's Dar- 
ung, lives like a Dormouſe at Home, lull'd 
by Indulgence into Lazineſs, Efeminacy, 
and Cowardice ;, whoſe very Soul in his 
Body, like a Sword in the Scabbard, ruſts 
for want of Exerciſe. 

Tung Gentlemen of the ſame Hoafe and 
Blood, ought not to be preferr'd in Honour 
before one another, according to the Or- 
der 7 their Age, in the Regiſter of the 
Pariſh; but rather valu'd according to 
their real Merits, Excellencies, and Im- 
provements of intrinſick Worth and Glory. 
He that was firſt chriſtewd, does not al- 
ways make the happieſt Man, or the beſt 
Chriſtian, & Priority of Birth does not in 
the leaſt argue a Preference either of the 
natural Endowments of Mind, or of ac- 
quir'd Parts. ITis the Privilege of Nature 
indeed to pre-exiſt in Point of Time, but 
not to-excel in Knowledge and Wiſdom. 
A good Underſlanding does not always go 


by 
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by Seniority among a Man's Children. A 
Fool ſometimes may be the firſt of the Fa- 
mily. The ſeventh Son, perhaps, may 
prove wiſer than all the reſt : I ſpeak 
without Vanity or Superſtition ; let him 
fail never ſo often in curing the KiNG's 
Evir, upon a vulgar Credulity, and a re- 
peated Application. In ſhort, Learning 
and Vertue in the younger Brother, will 
always give him the Preheminence and Pre- 
cedency in the Affections, as well as Judg- 
ments of all unprejudic'd People, to a 
Firſt-born I6NORAMUs, or a vicious, pro- 
digal, debanch'd Son and Heir; though 
his render Mother be never ſo much offended 
at it, or angry with the Pꝛoverb. 
However, ſaving a Regard {till to the 
Law of che Land, as well as to the Privi- 
leges of Nature, this Pꝛoverb does not 
deny the elder Brother his Birth-Right. 
Much Good may his Inheritance do him, 
it he has the Vit to make a right Uſe ont; 
if he has the Grace to be a good Huſband ; 
if he has Law enough to fet up for a 
Country-Fuſtice-a-Peace, or a Middleſex- 
Magiſtrate; to preſerve his Eſtate entire out 
of the Hands of vexatious Periifoggers, 
and to keep his Land free from Mortgages, 
Cankers, and Caterpillars, But my yaung 
Maſter is in great Danger of being ſpoil'd 
by his indulgent Mother, long before ever 
K 3 he 
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he comes to this Maturity. He muſt not 
to School in the Heat of Summer, for 
ear of over-· beating his Blood; nor in the 
Depth 2 Minter, for Fear of catching 
Cold. He muſt not learn Latin, leſt it 
ſhould make his Head ate; or the eight 
Parts of Speech ſhould turn his Brain, and 
throw him either into a Fever, or an Apo- 
lexy, Let his younger Brother do the 
Drudgery of Learning, and run the Ha- 
zard of his Life fort. But if bile 
Maſter has, perhaps, got a Smattering of 
Grammar, in ſeven or eight Years Time, 
at ſpare-Hours from his Play, and his 
Prodigality, what ſhould be go to the Uni- 
werfity for? Twenty Miles or more diſtant 
from his dear Parents, and out of his fond 
Mothers Sight too? He has a plentiful 
Eſtate (God be thank d) to maintain him 
at his own Sear, like what he is, a firſt- 
Rate Gentleman, without the Help of pro- 
feſſing either Law, Phyſick, or Divinity, 
at Oxford, Cambridge, or Inns of Court, 
Beſides, what fignify Marthematicks to 
him, that is Lord of ſo many Mamnors ? | 
He has Land enough in Fee-/imple, with- 
out having any Occaſion to know how to 
ſurvey it. His Grounds, and his Gardens 
over and above, are a compleat Syſtem 
natural Philoſophy. His Servants will teact 
him Togick enough for his Purpoſe 3 1 
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he can eaſily refine his Reaſon, by the Con- 


verſation of an illiterate Coxcomb of a 
VALE DE CHAMBRE. He can learn good 
Mamners of the moſtcivi lig d Plough-men in 
the Country. In a Word, his Howmds, 
his Hawks, and his Horſes, will be his 
beft Twtors, and make him a moſt accom- 
' pliſh'd Gentleman in his Mamma's Opinion. 
And therefore, let his younger Brother 
again lead a College-Liſe, undergo the Fa- 
zigue of ſevere Diſcipline and hard Study, 
in Danger of a Conſumption, or cracking 
his Brain, to qualify himſelf for the Pra- 
Feſſion either of a Divine, a Lawyer, or a 
Phy/ician. Thus, in fine, is the eldeſt Son 
commonly brought up in Luxury, Liber- 
ty, Eaſe, Ignorance, and Pleaſure; coc- 
ker d out of his Senſes, and indulg d out of 
his Reaſon or Health, through the over- 
weaning Affection and Tenderneſs of his 
partial Parents : Till the pamper'd Fond- 
ling at laſt, for want of better Education, 
degenerates into a more ridiculous Aſs,than 
APULEIUS'S; and, for all his great Eſtate, 
is only a olden Bluckhead at beſt, in Com- 
pariſon of his younger Brother. 

Give me the younger Brother then, that 
has been put to his 3 try'd all For- 
tunes, and endur'd all the Hardſhips, ei- 
of Study, or of Travel in the World : He, 
that has. been bred up to the Love of Let- 
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ters, and of Arms, from his Infancy : He, 
that is qualify'd either for the Buſineſs of 
the Gown, or the Sword, upon Choice : 
He, I mean, that is capable of the higheſt 
Poſts, and moſt honourable Employments in 
the Common-wealth, by his great Learn- 
ing, and profound Judgment or Experience 
in publick, as well as private Affairs. 
This, this is the Man of Honour in a Fa- 
mily, fit for the Service of his Country, 
either in the Pulpit, at the Bar, or in the 
Field of Battel. This is he, that will bid 
fair in a few Years Time to be made a Bi- 
ſoop, or a Fudge, a General, an Embaſſa- 
dor, or a Miniſter of State, in Conſidera- 
tion of his exemplary Piety, Fuſtice, Cou- 
rage, Conduct, and Policy. So that indeed 
an Eſtate of Inheritance is not worth a 
Meſs of Pottage, if compar d with the Bleſ- 
{ings of a liberal Education, or the Advan- 
ages of ſome gente?! Profeſſion in the Go- 
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Trost with S /gar-Plumbe, while THESRERC 
are diſcountenanc'd with Blow; embra- 
cing ſome, and brou- beating others; do- 
ting upon one Girl, and deſpiſing anather; 
giving ſome of em all the good Breeding 
or Apparel that may be, and the reſt 
NoNE but what they learn at ſecond Hand, 
and pick up like Sinder-Wenches a-gather- 
ing Rags off the Dung hill: As if her Chil- 
dren were not all of her o Body, or of 
ene Man's begetting. This ſhews the un- 
natural Partiality, as well as the unreaſo- 
nable Imprudence of the PARENT ; for it 
does not only charge her with Injuſtice 
and Barbarity, but alſo calls her conjugal 
Vertue ſhrewdly in Queſtion too, or at 
leaſt 'renders her Honeſly obnoxious to 
Suſpicion, Cenſure, and Detraction. And 
if the Father proves ſuch a partial Fol too 
by mutual Conſent, as to make Fiſh of one, 
and Fleſo'of another; to make much of 
one, and treat another unkindly; to make 
a competent Proviſion far one, and leave 
another to the wide World - If in ſhort, I 
ſay, he makes his eldeſt Son's, Fortune, at 
the Expence of his Second's Maintenance 
and Livelihood, this Pioverb will fly in 
his Face for t; and in all Probability, the 
younger Brother may prove the better Man 
yet by the Providence of Heaven, in Spitę 
of his Father's unfair Dealing or Diſtinction. 
„ 8 2 Jacos 
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Jacos had the Ble/ing, though Esau had 
the Birth-Right. 

Such partial Proceedings, and diſtin- 
guiſbing Marks of Favour, are the Fore- 
runners of ſome fatal Misfortunes in our 
OEconomy. The Inequality of Paternal 
Love, Care, or Reſpect, becomes the ve- 
Bane of all Brotherly Affection and 
oncord, It breeds ill Blood in a Family; 
it raiſes Jealoufies, Heart-burnings, and 

mortal Emulations among Children ; it 

creates irreconcilable Quarrels and Animo- 
ſities, even to the Degree of intailing the 

Curſe of Cary upon all the Poſterity. The 

righteous ABEL was inhumanly murder 'd, 

upon this Competition, by his imperious 
and infulting Rival; and the Tounger 

pught not to be run down and ruin d, to 
pleaſe his elder Brother, or to aggrandize 

His Fortune. But after all ſuch unequal 

Doings yet, of a Father's doting upon one 

Child more than anot her of the fame Blood, 
his FAvoufark, perhaps, does not always 
thrive the beſt, nor prove the moſt duriful 
Son of the whole Stock, Tis true, the 
elder Brot her may have the gayer Coat, and 
more Money in his Pocket; but the younger, 


enerally ſpeaking, out- aber him ſtill in 
Rive nobler Qralifications 4 the Mind, 
and excels him either in Underſtanding, 
or in Percue ; for want of ſuch a Songs 
| a Edu 
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Egueation, as his fond Parents ought to 
have given him in his Minority, and not 
have thought it below his Quality, ox the 
Character of their Son and Heir, to ſtop 
the Mouth of common Fame. However, 
in fine, this P2overb is not without ma- 
ny glorious Exceptions of Dignity and Ex- 
cellence on the elder Brother's Side. 


—— 


Harm watch, Harm catch. 


Re flexion, 


O Man living was ever yet out of 
Harm s- way, in one Senſe or ano- 
ther ; let the Church be never ſo: much 
out of DANGER, either of Popery or Fana- 
ticiſm. Some People are ſtill upon the 
Watch for Mi "Chief. though they generally 
bring an old Houſe over their own Heads, 
for their baſe Practices, and only earch 
what they deſerve ghewſelves, by the Vi- 
ilancy of their ill Will towards others : 
Tavar, I may boldly ſay, that deſerve nor 
the leaſt Injury at their Hands, for Peace, 
Moderation, and Indulgence. What more 
frequent, than for ſuch watchful Make- 


bares to meet with the juſt Retribution SF of 
ui 
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a ſuitable Mi fortune, by wiſhing another 
Man's Harm, and to find their own Ruin 
at long Run, in the Expectation of their 
Neighbour's Downfall? Mocking is catching 
all the World over, even from Tamning, 
Sneezing, or the Hick-up, to a grofler 
Blunder and a greater Miſtake : For I have 
often ſeen a ſneering Buffoon make the ve- 
ſame Trip, laugh himſelf into the ſame 
Inconveniency, and commit a worſe Error 
too than he derided 1n another, for all his 
vigilant Behaviour, or his vaunted Pre- 
caution, In ſhort, tis not common Diſ- 
cretion in us to rejoyce at ether Mens Slips, 
or to make a Banter of their Syufferings, for 
Fear of falling into the ſame Miſcarriages 
dur ſelves, and incurring the Danger of 
the like Diſappointments, at one Time or 
another of our Lives, for the future; 
which uſually prove the Fate of all Harm- 
watching, at the Foot of the Account. 
This Pꝛoverb is of a divine Original, 
and the holy Pſalmiſt ſets it forth over and 
over, with the utmoſt 7/1/ſtration. How 
pathetical are his Words to this Purpoſe ! 
To the Confisſion of the miſchievous Inven- 
tion and Malice of the Wicked ! He hath 
praven and digg d up a Pit, and is fallin 
himſelf into the Deſtruction that he made 
for others: For his Travail ſhall come upon 
bis own Head, and his Wickedneſs ſhall fall 
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on his own Pate. Can any Thing be more 
moving, than this notable Metaphor, which 
he induſtriouſly purſues yet farther in a 
moſt agreeable Repetition of it, to the ſame 
Effect? The Heathen are ſunk down in the 
Pit that they made ; in the ſame Net which 
they hid privily , is their Foot taken : 
The Lord is known to execute Fudgment ; 
the Ungodly is trapp d in the Work of bis 
oem Hands. This is CATCHING with a 
Witneſs ; after all our inſnaring Vigilan- 
cy, our watchful Motions and Contrivan- 
ces to intangle the Innocent, to delude the 
Harmleſs, to prejudice the Peaceable, to 
wrong the Simple, or to make any Advan- 
tage of the Inoffenſive, When Malice is 
once ſet agog for Deſtruction, and the Bar- 
gain ſtruck for conſpiring the Death of an 
honeſt Perſon, the Overthrow of a whole 
Parliament, or the total Subverſion of a 
Kingdom, it takes Fire like Touch-woed, or 
like Gun-pozewder in bad Hands; and ill 
manag d, it recoils upon the Undertaker's 
own Life, blows up the Conſpirator him- 
ſelf, and ſcatters the Boutefeu, that kin» 
dles it, into Atoms. I cannot tell whe- 
ther the Author of Guns dy'd by his own 
Invention ; but neither would they have 
ſpar'd him in their Way, upon the Expe- 
riment of their Uſe, for ſtudying of Miſ- 
chief, or watching other People's Harm: 

However, 


* 
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However, the Friar was not ſafe from his 
own Handy-work, nor inuutnerable. I do 
not blame the Inventors, or the Makers of 
the various Inſtruments of Death, in ſo 
lewd, ſo wicked a World as we live in; 
where Self-Preſervation is our grand Con- 
cern, and obliges us to ſtand upon our 
Guard in our on Defence, againſt the 
ſudden Attack of a ſecret Enemy in Am- 
buſh, or to prevent a Surprize from an un- 
expected Quarter: But the Gun, the Piſtol, 
and the Suurd, no doubt, have ſometimes 
either done the Buſineſs of their Owners, 
er kill d the very Men that made em. T is 
not the firſt Time, that Artiſts and Arti- 
cers have invented Guns, Snares, and Fet- 
zers for bemſelues; Hatebets to cut their 
own Shin, and Argves their Fingers, if 
not their Threats too ſometimes. How. 
ever, tis obſervable, that all plotting a- 

ainſt the Lives, or the . 
Sr, is but playing the Fool at the beſt. 
Plots, for the moſt Part, miſcarry z and 
then the Plotters are {ure to be ſoundly 
hamper'd, or to go to Pot for their Pains, 
in the Diſcovery. We-need ſeek no far- 
ther than our own, native, Country for In- 
cendiaries and Aſſalſint, who have not 
eſcap d ſear-free upon their Confpiracies ; 
but have been brought to condign Puniſh- 


ment at the Black, or the Gallo in good 
| Time, 


- 
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Time, whether they either fail'd or ſuc- 
ceeded in their black, bloody, and barba- 
rous Attempts : Witneſs the two memora- 
ble Days they have eſtabliſh'd in our Calen- 
der, to make us mourn their proſperous, 
horrid, execrable IMeIETY on the one; 
and to bleſs Gop for his gracious Deliue- 
rance on the other, to the Diſappointment 
of their diſmal Intentions. 

If ſo then, if watching Harm be the 
Way to catch it; let the Murderer conſi- 
der, that lying in wait for another Man's, 
may, perhaps, ſeoner or later, coſt him 
his own Blood, and ſtartle his diſappointed 
Imagination with the Conſcience of his 
Demerit upon expiring all on the ſudden 
in a helpleſs Gaſp. Let the Adulterer 
conſider, how he would like to be made 
a Cuckold himſelf ; let him look at Home 
firſt, and then go a VWhoring Abroad, if he 
dares, if he has the Confidence to run the 
Venture of a mutual Reflexion. Let the 
Uſurer, the Pawn-broker, or the Extortio- 
ner, conſider, how they flea a Flint, as it 
were, ſtrip the Needy ſtark-naked, and op- 
preſs the Poor, to the laſt Degree of in- 
tollerable Injuſtice : For they are all com- 
monly paid off at length in their own 
Coin, and ſerv'd in their own Kind, either 
as to themſelves perſonally, or their un- 
fortunate Poſterity, by Virwe of this 
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Pꝛoverb. And this is preparing a Rod 
for their own Breech, with a Vengeance. 
But beſides the ſacred Extraction of it, 
I find no Adage more exemplify d alſo in 
propane Hiſtory, or 1n human Writings. 
need only mention the famous DapaLus 
for Inſtance; who loſt his Liberty, was im- 
priſon d in King Minos's Labyrinth, for 
contriving the Adultery of PAsipHAE, and 
deſervedly handſell d the Maze. of his own 
making, as the juſt Reward of his Roguery. 
The Story of PERILLVss brazen Bull, is 


too well known, to need any other Re- 


mark, than this; that he himſelf firſt ſuf- 
fer d, by a notable Piece of Juſtice in the 
Tyrant, to whom it was preſented for a 
a great Curioſity, all the burning Pains of 
that barbarous hot ſcorching Engin, which 
he had invented to torment others, and to 
divert the Tormentor : Neither did PHA- 
LARIS at laſt eſcape trying in his own Per- 
ſon, how good it was to put others to 
Death by a new-fangl'd Invention, or a 
new-faſhion'd Torture, only to have the 
Pleaſure of hearing them bellow artifici- 
ally, and adtuate the Brute in Effigies. To 
ſay nothing of forty more miſchievous Per- 
ſons, who have all been a Sort of SUICI- 
DES, Authors of their own Mzrſeries, by 
their Brains hatching of Vipers to deſtroy. 
themſelves ; conceiving the Calamity of 

other 

=. 
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other Folks, and bringing forth their own, 
in the ſad Cataſtrophe of their unadviſed 
Projects. Malice, Spite, and Envy, are 
always Self-Murderers upon the Upſhot. 
They make Men acceſſary to their own 
Deaths, like thoſe poor Birds that carry 


their own Deſtruction in their Bellies, breed 


their own Captivity, and ate their own 
Executioners, by doing the Buſineſi of Na- 
ture For, to intend, ſtudy, or contrive 
any Harm to our Neighbours,is BIKD-LIME 
all over, and as certainly catches our ſelves 
only, as ever any Creature was intangled 
in the Snare of its own Production. 


In a Word, how many People are daily 


taken in their own Craft, confuted by 
their own Arguments, baffled by their 
own Fallacies, beaten by their own Wea- 
pons, or diſpatch'd by their own Cruel- 
ties! Tis Matter of Fact, Ro was once 
ruin d by the Self-Conceit of her own 
Strength and exorbitant Power, Beſides, 
this Pꝛoverb ſeems to grow apace now 
upon FRANCE, and may in due Time be 
brought home upon the greateſt Miſchief- 
Maker in EUuxoPE. What an honourable 
Motto then of a great and a good Man, is 
this wiſe Saying, EviL BE To Him THAT 
EVIL Tainks? A Motto, worthy not 
only of a Nobleman's Garter, but of a 
Prince's Coat of Arms alſo, and of Royal 
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Favour ; worthy of eternal Practice, as 
well as Remembrance, for its harmleſs In- 
nocency, its Juſtice, Diſcretion, and Pru- 
dence, or its inoffenſive Inclination and 
Benevolence. For, in fine, this P2overb 
3s the very Standard of Honour and Inte- 


grity, as well as of Kindneſs and good 
Will in a Kingdom. 
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PRO v. XXXIL 
A Burnt Child dreads the Fire. 


| Reflexion. 


Is natural for all living Creatures, 
whether xat7onal or irrational, for 
Beaſts, Birds, or Inſefs, as well as Men, 
Women, and Children, to conſult their own 
Security and  Self-Preſervation, either in 
"Point of Welfare on the one Hand, or of 
Life and Death on the other: And whe- 
ther they act by Inſtinct, or by Reaſon, it 
tends ſtill to foe Care of avoiding, either 
"thoſe Things that may hurt em, or thoſe 
_ that have already done em an Injury, and 
endanger d their Cartaſes, Ihe Child 
dteads the Fire for the Future, that had 
once burn d his Fingers ; the Fly ſhuns 
"he Spider Web, that had once like to 
ü 8 have 
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have intangled its Wings; the 5 is ſhy 
of the Hook, that had once hold 'of its 
Mouth ; the Bird flies the Fowler's Net, 
that had once catch'd it in vain ; the Dog 
ſtands off at a Diſtance from the Hand 
that had once beaten him, put a Halter a- 
bout his Neck, or attempted to make him 
away, And indeed all Animals whatever, 
great or ſmall, over and above that Anti- 
pathy, which 1s the Privilege of their re- 
ſpective Natures , take an Averſion alſo 
againſt thoſe Evils, or Enemies, that threa- 
ten their Being, prejudice their Safety, 
and either diſturb, or deſtroy their Lives. 
But we muſt always ſuppoſe then, by the 
By, a ſenſible Eſcape, or a palpable Expe- 
rience of ſome Miſchief, which gives them 
this reaſonable Caution for the Future, as 
naturally as a burnt Child dreads the Fire. 
In ſhort, every Thing lives and moves by 
a natural Foreſight, or a prudent Appre- 
henſion of Danger; and lives no longer nei- 
ther, than it has Vit or S2nſe enough to 
avoid its Deſtruction, and keep out of the 
Way of its Deſtroyer, = 

We meet with a great Nagy old Saws, 
and merry Sayings in ſeveral Languages, 
in Greek and Latin, Italian and French, 
as well as in Engliſh, according to the 
Purport of this Pꝛoverb: As, A Fool 


grows wiſe upon fufſering ; The ſcalded 
L 2 Cat 


148 Moral Reflexions 
Cat fears cold Water ; Hang a Dog on a 
Crab. tree, and hell never love Verjuice; 
and ſuch like I:dicrous Expreſſions to this 
Purpoſe. But the general Meaning of them 
all, is this; that both Man and Beaſt will 
ever ſpurn at thoſe Things hereafter, by 
which they have formerly ſuffer'd, and 
for which they have ſoundly ſinarted here- 
tofore, if they have either their Vits or 
their Senſes about em. The Horſe will hardly 
ever venture to take that River again, where 
he had like to have been drown'd ; and 
will bogple at leaſt, let the Rider be never 
ſo obſtinate, vpon the Repetition of the 
Danger. No Lure can tempt or entice 
the Lark to come down again, that has 
of late difficultly efcap'd the Fowler's Di- 
verſion, The Partridge, that has lately 
been ſcar'd out of the Covey, and in Dan- 
ger of being taken, always ſprings after- 
wards upon the firſt Sight of a Setter or 
à Dog in the Field. The Dove, that has 
once luckily ſav'd it felf from being tri 
by a Hawk, is ever after afraid of any 
Feather that flies in the Air; keeps cloſe 
within its own Cote, and dreads a ſecond 
Adventure abroad, till the Sky is clear of 
Rites, Buzzards, and Ring- tail. But 
what need I ſay more, ſince there are ſo 
many Millions of Inſtances, both above 
Ground, and under Water, to confirm this 
, Truth 
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Truth all over the World 2 How induſtri- 
oully do little Fiſhes keep out of the Way 
of great Pikes, in Purſuit of their Prey, 
for Fear of being ſwallow'd up at a Gulp 
Ho do they ſhin the very Sight, or Sha- 
dow of the Angler, and dread to be taken 
out of their own Element, or to die upon 
dry Land? 

But as for Man now, who either 1s, or 
ought to be the only Maſter of Reaſon ; 
how ſhould he abhor the Place another 
Time, where he has been heretofore hurt! 
How ſhould he avoid a ſecond Encounter 
with a wild Beaſt, which he had once 
happily worſted upon a dangerous Strug- 
gle, and not fall into his mortal Enemy's 
Clutches again, nor venture another En- 
gagement for his Life | Does not the cau- 
tious Mariner ſtudy, with the utmoſt Ap- 
plication and Care, in all Winds and 
Weathers, to keep off from ſplitting again 
pon that Rock, where he was orice ſhip- 
wreck'd before, and ſuffer d the laſt Ex- 
tremity but one of Misfortune 2 Tis cer- 
tain, ULysSEs had no great Kindneſs for 
the Sea, after he had been dangerouſly 
toſs d in it by Storms and Tempeſts, for 
the Space of ten Years, or upwards, before 
he could arrive at the Haven of his own 
Wiſhes, and land ſafe in his own native 


Cormtry : For, no Doubt, he would have 
RE L 3 dreaded 
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dreaded the Thought of renewins thoſe 
terrible Hazards, and repeating that pe- 
rilous Voyage over again, as much as ever 
he rejoyc d at his own Safety, upon an un- 
expected Deliverance from the Fury of a 
mercileſs Ocean. But, behold SO 
Woman in hard Labour, without a Fable; 
who would not be brought to Bed there 
by any Means of Perſwaſion, where ſhe 
was got with Child! The Moral is true 
upon the Main, in all Caſes of Difficulty 
and Concern, when Nature prompts us to 
an Evaſion of a repeated Sorrow. Behold! 
the Boy ſtung by a Bee; who is afraid to 
be at the Pain and the Trouble over again, 
for the Sake of the Honey, and dares not 
run a ſecond Riſque, for 205 of his Fin- 
755 though the Temptation be never ſo 

nviting to the Eye, and the Prey never ſo 
agreeable, . ſweet, and luſcious to the 


Tf / | 

owever, this Pꝛoperb ſeems yet far- 
ther to carry a double Entendre along with 
it, 2nd to couch a good Moral, 'as well as 
a natural Reflexion, under the nugatory 
Alluſion of a Burnt Child's dreading the 
Hire. And if a Child then, in his very In- 
fancy, from the Cradle, and in the Morn- 
ing of his Reaſon, is afraid of the Flame 
that has formerly burn'd him; if he ſhall 
tart, out of a trightful Apprehenſion of 
T Falling 
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falling a ſecond Time through the Care- 
leſſneſs of his Nurſe; if he ſhall cry, rea- 
dy to break his Heart, upon the Sight of 
what frighteu'd him before into Fits ; if 
he ſhall refuſe ' the Muſtard afterwards, 
which has once bit his Tongue, and wean'd 
him from his Mother's Breaſts, If a 
Child, I ſay, does utterly decline all thoſe 
hurtful , diſagrecable, and ungrateful 
Things, whether Impofitions, Injuries, or 
Offences, for the Time to come, as well 
as abſolutely reje# them alſo with the 
greateſt Dread and Deteſtation, as far as 
lies in his tender little Power; what ought 
a MAN to do, that is grown up to Matu- 
rity of Fudgment 2 How ought he to exert 
himſelf with the juſteſt Apprehen/zon, the 
wiſeſt Diſtriſt, and the warieſt Diſcretion 
imaginable, againſt double Debaucheries 
and repeated Intemperances; which inevita- 
bly endanger either his Health, or his 
Life, toties Quoties, as often as ever he is 
overſeen in Drink, overtaken with Vine, 
or overcome by Women 2 How can he bug 
the Serpent in his Boſom again, that has 
once /tung him almoſt to the Heart? How 
can he careſs his own Ruin, after the fai- 
reſt Conviction of a former Experience? 
How can he purſue the fatal Embraces of 
a Strumpet, to a ſecond Salivation? The 
Pox is only thePortion of lewd unthinking 


L 4 Fools: 
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Fools : And he has neither the Wifdom 
of a Child, nor the common Senſe of a 
Brute, who does not dread the reiterated 
Hazard of that modiſh Diſtemper, or of 
any other experienc'd Injury, with the ut- 
moſt Averſion and Abhorrence. What? 
And if the Fly flutters about the Candle, 
till it is „inge d in the Flame, tis only for 
want of Day-light : But are not a Man's 
yes open at all Times, unleſs he is a- 
2 And then he is ſecure enough from 
all Extravagancies of this Nature, ſo as 
not to burn himſelf twice in the ſame Fire, 
only to be Cock-ſure of the Miſchief, and 
make himſelf miſerable as long as he lives, 
How much muſt the Nature of Men needs 
be deprav'd then by Folly and Madneſs, 
knocking their own Brains out for the 
Purpoſe, and ſinning againſt their own 
Senſes; making their Way through the 
molt dreadful Apprehenſions, to the fre- 
quent Commiſſion of a damm d Iniquity, 
whoſe Torment they had ſo often fe be- 
fore upon the faireſt Warning of a final 
Deſtruction? How ſtupidly deprav'd are 
Men, I fay, when the plain Inſlru&ion of 
a Pꝛoverb cannot prevent the melancholy 
Rebearfal of their wilful Misfortunes, nor 
preſerve them from acting their own diſ- 
mal Tragedies at laſt upon the Stool of a 
lingering Repentance in their own Perſons # 


PRO, 


upon PROVERBS. 153 


PRO V. XXXIII. 


A Shoe-maker muſt not go beyond his 
_ Laſt. 


Reflexion. 


F he does, he will never pleaſe his Cir 
# /fomer. If he has the Length of my 
Foot, why ſhould he not fit my Phancy 
rather, than indulge his own Maggot, and 
exceed his Laff ſo far as to diſoblige his 
Friend? Why ſhould he make my Shoe, 
either too big or too little, too ſlender or 
too ſtrong, too fine or too fulſom, only out 
of a Crotchet in his Crown to anſwer his 
own Conceit, and diſpleaſe the Buyer, as 
well as puniſh the IVearer's Feet into the 
Bargain? The nicking of a Man's own 
Humour in an extravagant I/him, is not 
always the beſt Way to get other People's 
good Word and Cuſtom, or to gratify the 
reſt of the World : For whoever has been 
in the Shoe-maker's Stocks once, will de- 
fire to be 3 ſo no more, or will be 
very unwilling to dea with him again 
upon the ſame Terms, | 

But this Dꝛoverb is of higher Impoy- 
tance yet, and of far greater Concern, than 
the Buſineſs of Shoe-makers at Great Turn- 
+ 05 Style, 
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to concern himſelf with the Adminiſtra- 
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Style, or at Cordwainers-Hall Under 
this mechanical Emblem, it principally ſets 
forth the Vanity and Ignorance of thoſe, 
who preſume to give their Verdict of 


Things that are out of their Way, either 


in Point of Ari, Make, Dealing, Know- 


ledge, or Profeſſion. Why ſhould a blind 


Man pretend to judge of Colours? Why 


ſhould the Cobler of Colcheſter meddle with 


Matters of State, that are out of the Reach 
of his Underſtanding, and which he will 


never be able to mend according to his 


Laſt, or the Capacity of his Conſcience 
= of e e Leather? Why ſhould 
any Son of Criſpin, or a Tranſlator, inter- 
fere with Affairs of the Church, or the 
Nation; when there is no Analogy be- 
tween the making of new, or the ſoling of 
old Shoes, and the patching up of Govern- 


ments, or ſett ing them upon a right Foot ? 


Why ſhould a Shoe-maker give his Fudg- 
ment of an Act of Parliament, whether it 
be reaſonable or not, and determine the 
Fuſtice, or the Injuſtice of it in publick 
Diſcourſe, when the Tax upon Leather 
will never make him an accomplith'd 
Stateſman £ In ſhort, what Buſineſs has 
any rude Mechanick in his Stall; a Botcher, 
a Tinker, a Weaver, a Butcher, or any 
other ignorant Blockhead of a Boutefer, 


tion 
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on of Civil Affairs, which he knows no 
more of than a Mill-/tone, but only to 
raiſe a Mob againſt the Higher Powers, in- 
ſtead of reforming Abuſes, and keeping 
the Peace of the Kingdom? 

'Tis of dangerous ill Confequence for 
People to judge of thoſe Things, that are 
above their Capacity, and beyond their 
Reaſon, Myſteries of Faith, are never to 
be brought down to the Teſt of human Un- 
derſtanding. a 3 the Modus, 
deſtroys the M 2 Where is the O ect 

if Chr: ;/tianity be not a 2 
if the diele Trinity be comprehenſible, 
what is Evidence of Things not ſeen ? 
What is Religion, if the incomprehenſible 
Arcana's of Heaven can be reveal'd, or de- 
monſtrated by the imperfect Knowledge of 
Man 2 If God 1s no more, than what I 
know him to bes or if 1 will believe no 
more, than what I'do kw and can com- 


prehend 2 But I forbear launching out of 


my Depth; and am unwilling to go be- 
yond my Laſt, for Fear of Reflexion, or 
tranſhrelſing the Pꝛoverb I would main- 
tain. However, in divine Matters, the 
Vulgar are commonly too curious, and too 
apt to judge for themſelves, either in read- 
ing, or in wreſtling the Scriptures. God 
forbid they ſhould be hinder'd from per- 
ning the Bible, or from practiſing the 

boly 
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holy Doctrines and Precepts contain d in it; 
but the Interpretation ſhould come from 
their Miniſters, the Servants of the A- 
mighty, upon Earth: Who, although they 
do not pretend to the Infallibility of the 
Romiſh Clergy, yet muſt needs be more 
infallible at leaſt, and have more of the 
bleſſed Spirit of God, in expounding his 
Word, than the il/iterate Laity. How un- 
reaſonably cenſorious and pragmatical are 
ſome People, that go to. Church for Com- 


pany, only to advance the Contempt of the 


Clergy! They ſhall find Fault with the 
Sermon, tor ſome natural Imperfections or 
other of the Preacher ; perhaps, for want 


of a good Delivery, an audible Voice, and 


a gentee]' Figure, Air, or Aspect in the 


Pulpit. They ſhall condemn the Diſcourſe, 


let the Divinity of it be never ſo good, and 
the Doctrine never ſo ſound under all thoſe 


external Diſadvantages. They ſhall pre- 


tend to give their Opinion, I ſay, who, 
perhaps, know neither the Chapter nor 


Verſe where the Text was. I have heard 


a pert Fellow of an wnlearud Lay-man, 
paſs Sentence upon an excellent Expaſi- 
tion of an abſtruſe Paſſage in holy Writ, 
enucleating the very Senſe and Soul of the 
Words ; I have heard him cavil at, and de- 
tract from it, though he ſcarce knew a 
Leiter of 2 Book out of his Genre HR: 

ane 
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and could hardly either read or write his 
Name. Now, this is exceeding his Laff 
with a Witneſs, and he falls under the 
Laſh of this ſevere Reflexion fort. 

In Szculars alſo, a Self-conceited Pre- 
zenſion of Men, to judge of Things above 
their Underſtanding, foreign to their En- 
ployment, and out of the Way of their Bu- 
/meſs, is the Mother of all vulgar Errors. 
How ridiculous would it be for a Fialer, 
that plays only by the Ear, and 3 
about the Country for Corn, or ſome other 
Gratuity, to find Fault with the Muſes's 
Favourite, and to reprove a profeſs d Ma- 
ſter of Muſick !' When PAN challeng'd 
APOLLO to a Contention, who was the 
beſt Piper of the two, MiDas was not a 
proper Fudge, though he fooliſhly gave it 
for the former, and has ever fince had 
Aſſes Ears fort. *Twas witty enough of 
STRATONICUS, an eminent Migſician, try- 
ing Maſteries in his own Way with a 
Blackſmith : Why, Sirrah ! ſays he, yore 
do not perceive that you talk beyond your 
Hammer. What have Porters, Water-men, 
or Coblers, Vulcans, or Under-layers, to do 
with Poetry and Painting? Are they Jud- 
ges of Number, Proportion, or Symmetry £ 
Are they Maſters of Harmony, or of Life 
it ſelf in other Men's Performances, far a- 
bove the Ken of their Faculties, and the 

Judgment 


rect, or to mend what we do not underſtand. 
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Judgment of their ordinary Profeſſions * 


In former Days, the impertinent Maksy- 
AS had his Skin ſtripp'd over his Ears for 


a Preſumption of this Nature. There goes 


a notable Story of APELLES, the celebrated 


Painter, which firſt gave Authority to this 
very Pꝛoverb. Why, a Cobler, it ſeems, 


condemn'd a famous Piece he had drawn, 


and expos'd to publick View, becauſe he 
had made too few Latchets to his Gols- 


ſboes : Now he lurk d behind the Picture 
all the while, to hear what was ſaid on't 


by People, as they paſs'd along; as no 
Man is a fit 7:4ge of his own Work. ] He 


mende it accordingly 5 and the Alteration 
was no {ooner made, but the Cobler comes 


again the next Day, and finds huge Fault 


with the Leg too, over and above the 
 Latichets. Upon this, APELLES peeps out: 


And well! Cobler, ſays he, get you gone; 
keep to your Laſt at Home, and mind your 
own Buſineſs. How judicious was this 


Expreſſion, never to be forgotten; and the 


Reprimand worthy of an abſolute Maſter 


of the Art he profeſs d! 
The moral Inſtruction therefore of the 


whole, will be this; to believe thoſe that 
are /ki/ful in their own Art; not to med- 


dle or make with Things out of our own 


pr oper Sphere ; and not to preſume to cor- 


No 
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No Man ought to judge for himſelf in 
in Matters of Moment, beyond his Abi- 
lity, his Parts, or his Knowledge, leſt he 
ſhould be milled, miſinform'd, or miſta- 
ken by his own private Phancy and Sug- 
geſtion, Men are always too wiſe in their 
own Opinions ; wiſe even to a Fault, to 
Folly, and extravagant Surmiſes, But if 
Artiſts were only to judge of Arts, or 
Scholars of Truth, Learning, and Know- 
ledge, we ſhould be troubled with fewer 
Whimpies, as well as labour under a les 
Burden of Errors; and not have Occaſion 
for ſo many Shooing-borns to pull on one 
Miſtake upon the Back of another, among 
a deluded, ignorant, credulous Populace, 
'till we are cramp'd and confounded in our 
Judgment, and have got perplexing Corns, 
or the Gout in our Heads, inſtead of our 
Toes, There would be no diſputing then 
about temporal or ſpiritual Affairs with 
unſkilful Mechanicks, that underſtand lit- 
tle or nothing of the fundamental Conſti- 
tution of the Government, There would 
be no contending with pretended popular 
lenoramus's, Opiniators, what ſhall I call 
em ? who ſhould be uppermoſt, or have 
the higheſt Intereſt in the Common-wealth, 
the Learn d, or the IWiterate, the Honeſt, 
or the Perſidious. There would be no 
Faction, no Piqueering, no Party-making 
among 
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among wiſe Patriots; leſt the Church 
ſhonld become a By-word to her Enemies, 
either by ſecular Policy, or by modern Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Polity. Then Hic—c1LL would 
be prnifh'd one for All; ST-—Ns would 
be degraded for ever; P GE, the ill- 
tongu'd lying Almanack-maker, would have 
{il his Mouth ſtopp'd for calling that a Brim- 
| ſtone-Church, which is eſtabliſo d by Law ; 
ti} 1 iN, the late fooliſh Obſervator , 
"Ip would have been finally /lencd; and 
 Dantew DE For, the paltry Reviewer of 
I * whiggith Lies and Stories, would be ut- 
- terly depriv'd of Pen, Ink, and Paper, for 
the Benejit of the whole Kingdom, as well 
[ill as the Orthodox Clergy, or this Pꝛoverb 
in particular. Then every cobling, botch- 
1 151 buſy Trifier, durſt not go beyond his 
ö Lil. 


— 


PRO Y. XXXIV. 


Every Man thinks his own Geeſe, 
| Swans. 


Reflexion. | 
ND every Crow thinks her own Bird 
| 1 the faireſt, though it be never ſo 
| . black and ugly. The Owl in the F oe, 

f | et 


. 
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ſet up her young Ones for the greateſt 
Beauties that ever flew; as if they had 
been ſo exquiſitely fair, comely, and re- 

ſerv d, that they never appear d by Day 
for Fear of beiug Sun-burn'd, No other- 
wiſe do the fulſomeſt Ladies, that are all 
Feathers, ſometitnes conceit themſelves to 
be the fineſt Creatures of the Creation, 
and the per fecteſt Paragons of their whole 
Sex. No otherwiſe do ſome foppiſb Gen- 
tlemen,that are meer Mag-pyes in Colours, 
Dreſs, and Language, phancy themſelves 
the handſomeſt Perſons — the Sun ſhines 
upon, with no little Shame at the Re- 
flexion of their gawdy Splendor. They 
ay, the ATHioplANs have ſo, good an 
Opinion, and are ſo great Admirers of 
their own Complexion, that they paint the 
DeviL 2þite, left he ſhould be thought 
like chem, I ſuppoſe, or eſteem d as dark 
and beautiful as they are in their own Con- 
ceits ; for the Backer, the fairer the 

Mook. PTS 
Self-Love 1s the Mother of Pride, Va- 
nity, and Miſtake. It turns a Man's Geeſe 
into Swans, his Dunghil-Poultry into Phea- 
ſants, or his Lambs into Veniſon. It makes 
him crack of every Thing he has about 
him, to the Skies; whether of Eating, 
Drinking , wearing Appartt Ornament , 
Goods of Body, or of * ; whether 5 
- i 
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Wit or Beauty, of Parts, Knowledge, or 
Performances, he {till cries them all up 
for ſuperlative Excellencies, next to the 
Miracle of changing the very Nature of 
em for the better, and making them all 
at laft the 52} of every Sort in the World, 


by the imaginary Tranfmntation of his 


own fantaſtick Brain. No Body has any 
Thing like his, Forſooth: His Geeſe are 
all Swans. Another Perſon's Fruit, Fiſh, 
or Fotel, are not to be compar'd to his, 


either for their Largeneſs, Sweetneſs, or 
Delicacy. His Gardens are as ſinæ as thoſe 


at VERSAILLES; not to fay ſiner, out of good 
Manners. His Birds, and his Beaſts, His 
Hounds, His Hawks, and his Horſes, his 
Ponds, his Houſe, and ir Land, his 
Contrivances, his Projetts, his every 
Thing, from a Dog or à Cat, or the ma- 
King of a Norge Ließ, to his daily Food, 
are all the ne of the Kind ſtill ; the 
molt admirable, handſom, or ingenious, 
and incomparably het in the Univerſe, 
either for the Fye, the Ear, or the Tooth; 
either for Service, Diet, or Diverſion. This 
is the ſelf-conceited Coxcomb, that, over and 
above all thoſe other peerlefs Perfectiong 
he boaſts of, thinks himſelf the wiſeſt of 
Men too by his own good Word, and in 


the over-weaning Opinion of his own ſbort- 


hgbted Faculties,  * 


How 
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How many People are pointed at by 
this P2overb ? There is no Man ſo great, 
ſo learned, or ſo good, ſo genteel, fair, 
beautiful, bold, brave, and couragious, but 
he may have his Fellow, or meet with his 
Match in the World 5 and in no wiſe his 
Inferior, but as well accompliſi d in all 
Reſpects, as his High and Mightineſs him- 
ſelf : Another may be equally quality'd 
with as conſiderable Endowments, and as 
valuable Ble//mngs, both of Nature and 
Forrmie,as he that phancies he f—ts Frank- 
Incenſe, or that brags of a Perfume, as a- 
_— as Muſk, in what he leaves be- 

ind him upon Neceſity. Tis true, no 
one ever ſtinks in his own Noftrils , but 
another Man may be as ſweet as he to the 
full, in the Senſe of all indifferent and 
unprejudic'd Perſons ; thoſe, I mean, that 
are not partial to themſelves, their Friends, 
or their Fauters, nor prepoſſeſs'd with the 
Flatteries of Sicophants and Smell-Feaſts. 


There are ſuch falſe Paraſites and fawn- 


ing Favourites entertain d in all Places, 
that J cannot but believe every Body: loves 
fo be flatter'd, more or leſs, if pry Maſter 
ARISTOTLE is not quite miſtaken. © An in- 
bred Philauty runs through the whole Race 
of Fleſh and Blood. They are wonder- 
fully fond of hearing their own Praiſes. 
They delight to be * in their Viœs, 

S- as 
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as well as applauded. for their Vertuer. 
They are mightily pleas'd to have their 
very Infirmities and Imperfe&tions comple- 
mented. But the fair Sex eſpecially, 1s 
moſt ſubject to this Weakneſs. Iis a 
Woman's Character all over, to be ca- 


jold into a better Opinion of her Parts, 


Beauty, and Knowledge, than ſhe really 
deſerves; or to believe ber ſelf a Saint and 
an Angel before her Time, from the ob- 
liging Mouth of an hypocritical Adorer. 
Nothing can gratify her Curioſity more 
at Church, than a fine complaiſant ſmodth- 
tongud Parſon in the Pulpit ,. er engage 
her Phancy more at Home, than a gen- 
teel, .gallant, coaxing Courtier. Toung 
Ladies, generally ſpeaking, are the grea- 
teſt Admirers of themſelves ; while they 
have the Britkneſs of Air, Mem, and Ad- 
areſs on their Sides, they think every 


Man in Love with them, that looks at 


em; and if they are not charmingly fair 


in their own Eyes, the Glaſs is falſe ;, it 


miſrepreſents their Faces, and belies Na- 


ture Or, perhaps, they have the Vani- 
ty to imagine, that the Handſomneſs of 


their Perſons, the Propurtion of their Fea- 


tures, and the Beawty ot their Complexions, 


are far above the Expreſſion of Art, and 


cannot be reflected, to their juſt Perfection, 
by any Mirrour of human Invention. But 
7” | 4 | what 
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what is worſt of all yet, neither does this 
ſelfiſb Idolatry always wear off with Tout h, 
or abate by Wrinkles ; nor can either Time 
or Age ſecure ſome decay'd, wither'd old 
omen, from the Error of their own Ad. 
miration. How did old Mother Acco 
fooliſhly dote on her own Uplineſs, till a 
true Diſcovery, and an abſolute Convi- 
ction of her Deformity, coſt her all her 
Senſes, her Reaſon, and her Life at once, 
for her Simplicity! But I bluſh at the 
Name of NarcissUs, that beautiful Fool 
of Fools, that a Man ſhould pine away 
with a Womaniſh Paſſion, and admire him- 
50 to Death, as well as to the Diſbonour 
of his S r-! SA 112.2] 
. Such a Self-Love, as this of Credvulity 
or Oftentation, is a Mote in every Man's 
Eye ; it byaſſes the Mind, blinds the Un- 
derſtanding, perverts the Judgment, de- 
praves the Will, and corrupts the Reaſon 
of the moſt modeſt, and otherwiſe, the 
moſt perſpicuous Diſtinguiſbers of Truth 
from Falſhood. It utterly deſtroys all 
Impartiality ; it renders every one ridicu- 
louſly /-Ifi/h, ſingular, and. opinionative ; 
it makes him ſo fondly conceited of him- 
ſelf, that he prefers his own Art for its 
Excellency, his own Ski// for its Perfe- 
tion, his own Compoſitions for their Wit, 
his own PradyFions for their Beauty, his 
M 3 own 
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own Children for their Handſoinneſs, his 
W; own Servants for their Fidelity, his own 
di) Country for its Pleaſantneſs, and every 
I Thing elſe that is his own, for its incom- 
It parable Fineneſs, far before all others of 
i equal, if not of higher Merit, ſuperior Qua- 
i lity, and the nobleſt Accompliſhments 
— Whereas all Things, his or mine, on the 
contrary, ought to have the Preference, 
ll according to their intrinfick Worth, not 
I! Poſſeſſion, or Opiniatrety. In fine, it even 
makes a Man's Vices, Deformities, and il 
Manners, pleaſe himſelf, how much ſoever 
they may diſpleaſe or diſoblige the reſt of 
Mankind, This Selfiſbneſs of Affection al- 
ſo tains Religion, and puffs the Fanaticks 
up with an enthiſiaſtick Concert of their 
own Purity, to the laſt Degree of Rage, 
Envy, and Madneſs, againſt loyal Church- 
men. How cenſorious are ſome pretended 
Phariſaical Saints, that think all other 
People Devils , but themſelves, and yet 
have not Charity enough to deſerve th 

Name of Chriſtians, for all their vaunt 
Piety and Goodneſs ! : | | 
But to moderate the Matter a little on 
the other Hand : There's no Reaſon but 
every Bride ſhould ſeem to be the faireſt 
of Women in the Bridegrooms Eye; and 

li that every King ſhould believe his own 

Qucen to be the handſomeſt, the fineſt, 


and 


f 
| 
| 
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and the moſt admirable louely Lady in the 
World, according to the Merit of her Fer- 
tue : As indeed we have one is at pre- 
ſent the moſt glorious Example of Conju- 

al Affection and Happineſs, Every Bird 


Tikes its own Neſt, but the Cuckoo, that 


ſcandalous Creature, which Jays its Eggs 
elſewhere __ to. be hatchd by another's 
Warmth, Care, and Indulgence. . Every 
Man therefore ought to love his awn Wife 
beſt, if ſhe be vertuows or honeft ;, and to 
prefer her, Embraces above any other Mo- 
mens, let em be never fo. beautiful or be- 
witching. . Let his lawfidl Spouſe be what 
the will, lame, crooked, blind, ill-ſhap'd, 
or ugly, tis a favourable Caſe. yet for him 
to be fond o her, to a Fault, to think 
her a Phenix, and a None-ſuch, or to ad- 
mire her, even to the Contradiction of his 
Eye-ſight, for the Sake of ſome internal 
Graces of ineſtimable Value. True Laue 
hides all perſonal Diſadvantages, and ex- 
ternal Irregularities, either of Make, Car- 
riage, or Aſped, from the kind Huſband ; 
and he cannot perceive his Wife to be ſo 
hard. favour d, or deform'd, as to cauſe an 
Averſion againſt his own Fleſh and Blood. 
Well! and after all yet, one Aſs will ſeem 
fair {till in the Eye of another, and a Sow 
wilt appear beautiful enough in the Sight 
of a Boar; for Love and Likeneſs: com- 

| M 4 monly 
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monly go together, and Lovers can never 
diſlike what they blindly admire. But 1 
forbear purſuing any Odium of the Com- 
pariſon further, or interpreting it ,upon 
human Lufts ; which are able to tranſ- 
form the moſt beaſtly Hag into a Lady 
of Pleaſure. 

However, in. one Word more: When 
Scholars, of all Men living, that have the 
leaſt Reaſon' to overſhoot themſelves, be- 
come groſs Opiniators ; when they magni- 
5 themſelves with 122 Conceits of 
their ſuper-excellent Qualificatious , or 
Performances : When every Author ſets up 
for the ns Writer, of the firſt Rank, in 
His own udgment, and will. not allow 
any other to come in Competition with 
him, for Stile, Wir, or Learning : When 
ſuch bigh-flown Gentlemen as theſe, 1 ſay, 
think no Body's Works, but their own, 
Rarities, or M4 well worth the reading, 
they verify. this Pꝛoverb in the worſt 
Senſe of it, and make good my Reflexion, 
to o the Pügner of their elle Pretenſi Jos. 


PROY, 
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After Meat comes Muſtard. 


2; Reflexion. 
Have ſeen. this actually verify d at ma- 
ny Tables, through the Negligence and 
Overſight of thought leſs Servants, When 
the Beef was all eaten up, in came the 
Muſtard, When the Gueſts had done 
ſucking their Thumbs, the Napkins were 
brought in to wipe their Fingers. When 
the inſipid Entertainment was over, the 
Pickles and the Sawces were ſervd up. 
When Grace after Meat was ſaid, the 
Apple-Pye, or the Pudding was thought of, 
to tant alige the Company: So that this 
1920verb is a quick Reprimand to all ſuch 
forgetful, giddy-brain d Huſſies, that do 
not mind their Maſter's Buſineſs upon en- 
tertaing his Friends at Dinner, as they 
ought to do with Order and Decency ; 
whether the Miſtreſ or the Maid be in 
Fault, to ſerve their Gueſts ſo prepoſte- 
rouſly with Muſtard after Meat, by a 
careleſs Sort of Accommodation. 
But it is a general Failing in other Af- 
fairs, that we commonly begin to think 
tog late, Procraſtinating, and putting 
C <0 2 +4 - & : | . Things 
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Things off till to Morrow, argues the 
higheſt 5 7 as well as Inprudence. 
. *Tis not to tell what Danger, what Da- 
mage, or what Diſappointment may pro- 
ceed from Delay, and being tardy in our 
Buſineſs. I we do not take Time by the 
Forelock, we may bid adieu to the faireſt 
Opportunity, either of doing our ſelves Ju- 
ſtice upon a critical FunFure, or of ſerving 
a Friend upon a dead Lift, and a' Neceſſity 
of doing It now or never. There's no 
catching hold of Occafion BEHIN D; whe- 
ther its Baldneſs ( as the Poers phancy) 
or the Swiftneſs of its Flight, puts it out 
of our Power to recal what is paſt. The 
wiſeft after-Thought can never make A- 
mends for an irrecoverable Slip of Fertue. 
Virginity is brittle Ware , and crack'd 
Maiden-heads cannot be ſet 5 N again, 
like broken China, or Venice-Glaſſes, with- 
out diſcovering the Fault, rape mk the 
Misforrune. Religion it ſelf ſuffers ex- 
tremely by being poſipon'd to worldly Af- 
Fairs. Some People either cannot take 
Time from looking after their Buſineſs, 
or will nor, out of a ys 3a of Conſci- 
ence, go to Church on Sundays, till Pray- 
ers are over, as if they were to be ſav d by 
the Sermon, upon the Neglect of their 


Devotion, 


We 
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We often come a Day after tbæ Fair, 
with our - fooliſh Apologies and Excuſes 
for Lofs of Time, Credit, or Hongur, i We 
rarely think of preventing a Debauch over- 
Night, before we are Crop-/ick, and our 
Heads ake the next Morning. Me ſel- 
dom or never conſider of preſerving our 
Health, till it is in Danger, or quite loft. 
When the Patient is paſt Recovery, we are 
as buſy as can be in {ending for —— Doctor 
to cure Death. But ſuch after-Wit ſeems 
to be the moſt ridiculous Folly in the 
World. Tis t late to unbend the Bom, 
when it is broken by a violent Intention. 
Tis in vain to fetch Water to quench the 
Fire, when the Houſe is burn d down to 
Abbes. Tis the P2overb, to proffer a Kind- 
neſs, when the Danger is ober; to talk of 
ſending Relief, when the Battel is ended; 
or to preſcribe a Medicine for a Man, 
when he is deod. - Diſpatch is the Soul of 
Bmſneſs, both in Peace and War, in pri- 
vate, as well as in N The Soldier 
and the Phyſician, of all Men living, ought 
to let no Time flip in Caſes of Life and 
Death. A friendly Office muſt be done out 
of Hand, to nick the preſent Extremity of 


Occaſion fort. There's no Recovery in 


the Coffin. The flow, ſottiſn, filly TRo- 
JANs, never lay'd their Heads together 
about reſtoring HELENA to the GRE CT- 
4 ag ies lth a | ANS, 


112 Moral Reflexions- 

As, before they had experienced the diſ- 
mal Calamities of a ten Tear's Siege, and 
had loſt their Country, or their Lies and 
Fortunes, for a PUNK ; which a little 
Foreſight of future Events, and the fatal 
Contingences of Var, might have timely 
rene by mature Conſultations and de- 
iberate ' Reſolves, from being recorded in 
the Rolls of eternal Folly as well as Fame 

to 8 | 8 
"P's biting Muſtard indeed after Meat, 
to have eaten to a mortal Syrfeit, to have 
drank to a poyſonous Exceſs of Intempe- 
rance, or to have done any Thing for 
want of a prudential Forecaſt, that we 
may be the worſe for, and repent of having 
done all the Days of our Lives afterwards. 
Jollity, Feaſting, and Junketing, are 
ſhrewd Temptations to an unthinking Free- 
dom, or a ridiculous Merry- mating; ſuch 
an indiſcreet Bout, that may prove as . 
tal as eating the notorious Herb, which 
cauſes a fooliſh-Kind of Laughing with Sor- 
row or Deſtruction in the End. There's a 
Sting in the Tail of all unlawful Pleaſures, 
Satisfactions, or Delights. When we 
have ſpent all the Money that we are 


worth, there remains ſtill a miſerable af- 


ter-Reckoning, The moſt proſperous Lewd- 
neſs never fails of an after-Clap, to em- 
bitter a 24 Enjoyment, How many Peo- 


ple 
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ple daily 4 their own Graves, either 
with their Teeth, their Tongues, or their 
Tails, for want of good Conduct, Go- 


vernment, and Foreſight, before they are 


ever aware of the enſuing Miſchief ! They 
do not dream of future Conſequences, nor 
think of zo Morrow, let it be never ſo late 
at Night, They cannot be perſwaded to 
repent of their paſt Follies, or of their pre- 
ſent Deſperation, till they are @ dying, 
with the Remorſe of this Pꝛoverb upon 
their Conſciences : But, as a jolly inge- 
nious Friend of mine has this Expreſſion 
often in his Mouth, Tis too late to pray, 


when the Devil's come. 


PROV. XXXVI 
Good Wine needs no Buſh. 


Reflexion. 


Ertue is valuable for it ſelf, and in- 
| ternal Goodneſs ſtands in Need of 
no external Flouriſhes. If the Wine be 
good, who will not commend it, in a cor» 
rupt Age of adulterating all Sorts of po- 
table Liquor? Why, it will ſufficiently 
recommend it ſelf, without any BusH, to 
the Palates and Cuſtom of all thoſe ever 
after, 
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—_ who- _—_ — — it, or have 
taſted the true ꝓuice of the Grape, 
— Tricks of Balderdaſhing and 8s 
phiſtication; The Vintner needs nothing, 
but a Leather Apron, to make him a good 
Cellar- man; and then his Vine will be 
never the worſe for Want of a jolly Bac- 
CHUs, a FOUNTAIN, a CROWN, a KiNG's- 
Heap, or a DEvil at the Door If he 
has but Honeſty enough, to be ſo ingeni- 
ous as not to impoſe upon his Country- 
man, his Friend, or his Cuſtomer, that 
cannot diſtinguiſh French from Spaniſh, 
Liſbon from Canary, or Port from true 
Engliſh der. The fineſt Bunch of Grapes | 
that ever was hung upon a Sign-Poſt, is 
no infallible Token of a (laſs of extra- 
ordinary neat good Wine within Doors; 
while the imrinſick Worth of a Bottle of 
Gemiine and Generous never fails of plea- Þ 
fing a noble Guſt, without extrin/ick Paint 
and Pageantry, under all the Diſadvanta- 
ges of outward Show, Splendor, or Invita- 
tion in the —— ; nas . —— 
ny Temptation of a fair Bar- Keeper in the 
= 22 and — to he ths 
But not to preach too long over this Li- 
quor, the Moral Senſe of the Pꝛoverb is 
for the moſt Part to be found out of Ta- 
| Tis 
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'Tis no drunken ao ans 

carries a good ſober Meaning along with it; 
namely, that excelent Perſons or Thin : 
are to be lov'd, prais'd, and admir'd, for 
1 their own Sakes : And it holds forth a juſt 
e Reflexion alſo under the ſame Cover, upon 
our undervaluing thoſe that are really good 
in themſelves, for Want of outward Graces, 
. 


alſe Airs, or a gawdy Aſpect. Counter- 
— have commanly the fineſt Looks, and 
j- make the moſt tearing Figure on the Out- 
fide : For the Cheat would never take elſe 
with any tolerable Impreſſion upon the 
Beholder, if it was not dreſs d up to the 
beſt Advantage of Gaiety and Admiration. 
But in Oppoſition to the fantaſtical Hu- 
mour of emulating Butter- flies in the Glo- 
ry of external Dreſs, we commonly ſay, 
A Goop Fact NEEDS No BAND: And 
what Neceſſity of Ser-offs, to a perfeck 
Beauty ? Patches do but hide the Features, 
and deface Nature , as if the fair Lady 
ſtudy d Deformity, was induſtrious to make 
herſelf vgly, or leſs charming, and had re- 
ſolv'd to wear the Blemiſhes of her Mind 
upon her Forehead. Such artificial Ean- 
farons, as Spots and Spangles, painting the 
Cheeks red and white, and all the Colours 
of the Rainbow, or the Peacocł s Tail in 
| Apparel, are the livelyeft Emblems of in- 
Tis ward Frailties, and only diſplay our Va- 


2 
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nity, or the ſecret Vices of the Soul, to 

ublick View. Good Women, like good 

ine, need no Buſh of falſe Hair, and no 
ſuperficial Altatements to render themſelves 
either agreeable or happy ; they want no 
Eallals, no Waſhes, no Plaſtering like 
whited Walls, to make their Fortunes up- 
on the Cheat of a forc'd unnatural Com- 
plexion, a perfum'd Breath, or a ſtolen 
Beauty. When a young jaunty Widow 
appears with ſo much borrow'd Luſtre in 
her joyful Mourning, as Pride, Art, and 
Money, can — ſhe might as well 
have hung out the Sign of a ſecond Mar- 
71age, with a tempting Motto upon it, of 
her-firſt Huſband's being quite forgotten i in 
a Month's Time; or have put up a Bill 
at the Door, to tell the World, that thi⸗ 
Houſe is to: be let, enquire within, and 
know farther, to your Satisfaction; for, 
GOOD WINE NEEDS No BUSH. Such a 
gay flaunt ring Appearance of our faith- 
leſs Relict, will be as good as a NovE- 
KINT UNIVERS, that the Widow is a Mo. 
man {till every Inch of her, and a Wan- 
ton into the Bargain. 

But we ought to look farther than the 
Surface of Things, and not ſo lightly.ſtin 
over the Water like Swallows, to find whe- 
ther it is fordable; we ought to dive deep- 


er into the e Breaſts of People, and ſearch 
TIS out 
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out the inmoſt Receſſes of their Hearts, to 
diſcover their real Diſpoſitions of Mind, 
as to Temper and Merit, or Faith, Good- 
neſs, and Vertue. There's no truſting to 
a tine Frontiſpiece ; no believing of exter- 
nal Embelliſhments, without knowing what 
Order, what Furniture, and what Excel- 
lency is in that ſtately Edifice. The Gods 
may be without, while the Devils are with- 
in; a Saint in the Face, may be a Fiend 
at Heart; the Out-houſes may be fair to 
look upon; but the imer Rooms unadorn'd, 
ghaſtly, or diſagreeable; Painted Sepul- 
chres are always full of Rottenneſs and 
Corruption. So that to come nearer to the 
Point in Queſtion, the viſible Ornaments 
of the Body, how glorious ſoever, are no 
true Cricerions of the inviſible Worth, Ho- 
nour, and Nobleneſs of the Soul. The 
Church of Rome 1s no better for her Haugh- 
tineſs, and Oſtentation of a pretended Vi- 
hibility, or ſetting, up her Candle ſo big 3 
for Humility (and, I had like to have ſaid, 
Obſcurity too; but we are not ſo much in 
the Dark yet) i the beſt Mark of a good 
Chriſtian, or a true Catholick, A Man | 
may be learned,without a long Wig: Falſe | 
Hair cannot make any one wiſe. He may | 

be a moral good Man, without {waggering 

about like a Mountebank in rich Cloaths, 

all over lacd, perhaps, to ſhew his Fop- 
N pery 
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pery, and expoſe the Vanity of making 
Bis Back indebted to his ks for all | 
the Gold and Silver he carries about him. 
He wants no fulſom Beau-Neckcloth, to 
be in Faſhion ſtill, and couritenanc'd a- 
mong Men of Senſe and Sobriety, of 
Knowledge and Literature, or of Gene- 
roſity, Probity, and Reſervedneſs. His 
Converſation will always be fingularly 
taking, and highly agreeable for its own . 
Worth alone. He has no Occaſion to put 
his Head upon a Sign, to make himſelf 
known by expoſing his Picture, or to pro- 
elaim the Simplicity of his Mind, as well 
as the general Approbation of his natural 
Parts and Endowments. HERMES, SE- 
NECA, and ERASMUs, are not ſo much 
* to our Chymiſts, Apot hecaries, or 
Book-ſellers, for perpetuating their Me- 
mories, by putting them up to diſtinguiſh 
and countenance their Shops; for they 
have been ſo famous through all Ages for 
profound Vit and Learning, that they ne- 
ver ſtood in need of thoſe Helps to make 
their Works vendible. Their excellent 
Writings will be had in everlaſting Eſteem, 
and ſell, without giving publick Notice 
to put us in Mind of em, till Ingemiity, 
Anowiedge, and Morality it ſelf, ſhall be- 
come a Dazg, and no Body will take their 
ineſtimable Books off- a-Hand. St. GEORGE 


ON 
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on Horſe-back , before an In-keeper's 
Door, is no certain Argument, that a 
brave national Champion lives there, or 
that Travellers ſhall have any better Ac- 
commodation, and civiller Uſage, for his 
trampling upon the Dragon. Kings and 
Princes did not uſe to keep their Courts 
at Ale-Houſes, though their Heads are 
up there, in my Opinion, to the great 
Diſzrace of their high Birth and Quality : 
For that popular Cuſtom does no Honour 
to their Memories, and cannot excuſe the 
Affront, or the Indienity, which looks like 
poſting them only for Cowards, Drunkards, 
or Whore-maſters : Neither can we, upon 
that Account of Royal Pomp, and Parade 
in Effigie, expect the more noble Treat- 
ment, either * the Tap or the Table of 
the little pimping Maſter of a Tippling 
or a Victualling-Houſe. I would ſay one 
Thing more upon this Head, by the By, 
without Cenſure, that the SOVEREIGN 
LoRD OF THE UNIVERSE needs no Ora- 
tor, wants none of our Praiſes, Prayers, 
or Harangues, none of our lively Repre- 
ſentations of Happineſs, either to melio- 
rate or magnify HEAVEN. All our Ser- 
vices are unprofitable ſtill ; no Addition 
to Infinity; no Obligation upon the ſu- 
preme Goodneſs. Some Men are too fami- 
liar with our Saviour, as if they were his 

N 2 Chro- 
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Chronies, or his intimate Acquaintance. 
A Perſon that ſhould drink a good Health 
719 GOD ALMIGHTY, would be look'd up- 
on to. be either drunk or mad, or ignorant 
to the very Height of Stupidity. 

In ſhort, he that ſells a good Commodi- 
2y in any Kind, whether he be a Mer- 
chant, a Mercer, a Haberdaſher of ſmall 
Wares; a J intner, or what you pleaſe, 
will never want Cuſtomers, People need 
not much courting to buy there again, 
where they have once made a good Mar- 
ket, Theres no Occaſion for any Cere- 
mony at the Sbop-Daor, to invite them IN. 
They will certainly go thither of them- 
ſelves, where they have been faithfully 
dealt with upon the Word of an honeſt 
Man; and his Chapmen all know, that he 
verifies the Pꝛaverb of good Wine need- 
ing no Buſh, to all Intents, Principles, and 
Purpoſes, by his own quſt Way of Trathck- 
ing, or in ſelling that, which will both 
do the Buyer good Service, and get him 
ſelf great Credit in the Commonwealth. 
In a Word, ſuch a trading Pꝛoverb as 
this, requires no farther Deſcant upon it; 
but muſt needs paſs current, without any 
other Certificate or Credentials, than Ex- 
periente, throughout the whole World. 
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PROV. XXXVIL | 
It is good to make Hay, while the 
Sun ſhines. 


Reflexion. 


[HI many People have got Eftates by 
this P2overb,and made an excellent 


Harveſt ont! It is as plain as the Sn, that 


Simmer does not laſt always. It is not 
always fair Weather; which, methinks, 
may pals for a very good Argument, that 
we ought to make the beſt Uſe of our 
Time in an honeſt Way, when it ſerves 
our Turn, when 1t 1s ſeaſonable, when 
the Sun ſhines, and ſeems to ſmile upon 


our Affairs, or to favour, if not alſo to- 
fatter our Enterprizes. Every Undertaking 


ought to be tim'4 according to the nice 
Punfills's of nicking the Opportunity, that 


fairly offers it ſelf to our Conſideration 


and Intereſt, If we let the Sun flip into 
a Cloud, or diſcharge a Shower of Rain, 
the Buſineſs of Hay-making will be over 
for that Bout. We muſt quit the Field 
then, upon negle&ing the Serenity of the 
Day : And if we loiter away the Light, 
or ſpend our Time in Vanity and in 1die- 


zeſr, upon ſuch preſſing and inviting Oc- 
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cafions ; if we ſtay too long any where by 
the Auocation of Drinking, or good Company, 
and loſe an Advantage by unneceſſary De- 
lay, improper Satisfaction, or impertinent 
Delight, we may then thank our ſelves for 
it at Leiſure; we may then bid good Night, 
NichoLASs, ( according to the jocular 
Phraſe of a certain jolly Toper) the Moons 
in a Flock-Bed. Indeed, we may repent 
of the Omiſſion; but the Pꝛoverb does 
neither pardon our Miſtake, nor forgive 
our Imprudence, upon a ſerious Refiexion 
of the /mmorality. | | 
- Time is fo tickliſh a Point, that it de- 
mands the moſt critical Obſervation. The 
Story of FRYAK BAcoN's Brazen Head, 
is well enough known, whether it be be- 
lievdor not, for ſaying, Time Was, and 
ITnE Is, and Time WIL NEVER BE 
AGAIN: But, true or falſe, I an fure the 
Moral of it cannot but be well worth our 
Attention and Prattic2'; that is, to watch 
the ſilent Motions of Time, and make a 
ſeaſenable Uſe of our ſwifteft Mines, in 
all the urgent Affairs of our Lives; which, 
perhaps, may require an immediate Nz/- 
patch before the Sim ſets, to prevent all 
 Diſuppointments and Miſcarriages , that 
may happen by a dilatory Careleſſneſs e er 
it riſes again in our Hemiſphere. Forty 
Firtuoſo's fancy they had got the PHIIO- 
1 Er 1 5 {59x SOPHER'S 


upon PROVERBS. 183 
SOPHER'S STONE, but for this Over/igbr, 
through ſome unlucky Neglect or other, 
and either ſome Miſimderſtanding, Miſ- 
management, or Misfortune of the PRE- 
SENT TENSE : That golden Funfure, in 
the Opinion of our credulous, as well as 
{edulous Alchymiſts, when SoL appears to 
glorify the Operation of their Hands, and 
reward their Labour with inexpreſſible 
Riches,by no leſs a Miracle than the Power 
of tranſimuting all imperſect Metals into 
Gold and Silber. O wonderful Myſtery ? 
ſtrange Magick indeed! This 1s more 
than making Hay while the Sun ſhines. 
But however that be, there's no dallying 
with Now or Never, and no deliberating 
upon a downright Duty, It muſt be done 
out of Hand, like firing @ Piece; we muſt 
not flaſh in the Pan only, but make the 
Gun go off, and diſcharge a good Conſci- 
ence ipfſo facto, without Heſitation, hum- 
ming and hawing, or wavering in the leaſt 
from a poſitive Obligation. FEL1x ought 
not to have put off the great St. PAUL to 
another Time, but to have given him 2 
preſent Hearing, upon the Voice of divine 
infpiration, as well as his own trembling 
Conviction at the Truth of the Apoſtle's 
powerful and perſwaſive Doctrine. De- 
lays argue the unmanly Chagrin, either 
of a Fool or a Knave; and are as dange- 
5 N 4 fou 
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rous to the full, as they are imprudent or 
cowardly. Dilatory Proceedings ſeldom e- 
ver prove to be /mcere at the Bottom. De- 
ferring our Obedience to a lawful Cam- 
mand, looks like ſhuffling with the higher 
Powers, and halting betwixt Duty and In- 
zereſt, in Hopes to play out own Game in 
the Event of a dubious Affair: But theſe 
politick Practices and Put- of, are as rare- 
Iy fucceſsful in the End, as they are honeſt 
or honourable in the Beginning. Let the 
Sky fall, Juſtice ought to be done, with- 
out doubting, lingering , and diſputing, 
whether we ſhould truſt Gop with his 
Providence, and MEN with their Rights. 
Heaven loves no demurring in Religion, and 
allows no controverting of Principles of 
Faith to be neceſſary to Salvation, What 
ſignifies human Deliberation, and groping 
in the Dark, when the Neity hath ſaid it, 
and the Light of the GosPEL ſbines in our 

Faces ? 1 then pb 
But this Pꝛovberb, after all, is too of- 
ten taken by the wrong Handle. The 
uncenſtant Temperizer interprets it in Fa- 
vour of his own /miſter Ends and Deſigns, 
of making his Fortune upon a proſperous 
Revolution at Court. The cunning Trim- 
mer calculates it to the Humour of ſhifting 
Scenes, and changing Principles upon Oc- 
calion, for his own Security, Preſervation, 
FR | 0; 
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or Preferment. The corrupt Ambidexter 
of a Lawyer, expounds it for his own Lt- 
cre, upon making a good fat Term ont, 
right or wrong. The mercenary Courtier 
fills his own Pockets and his Coffers with 
it, upon a favourable Opportunity of em- 
bezelling and purloyning. The unjuſt Stem. 
ard thrives upon it in the Summer of his 
Proſperity; reaps a plentiful Harveſt from 
his Lord and Maſter's Gleanings, and 
grows as rich as a gathering Piſinire, that 
abundantly provides againſt the Adverſi- 
ties of a coming Winter, or the Miſeries 
of Poverty and Want. The common Filr 
manages her eaſy Cully byt, and makes 
the moſt ſhe can of the Milk-ſop, while he 
is in a good generous Humour, in a givin 
Temper of Mind, and has any Thing, ei- 
ther of Money or Goods, left to ruin him- 
ſelf, to purchaſe the Pox, and to pay for 
his own Deſtruttion. They muſt all make 
Hay (Forſooth) while the Sun ſhines, or 
NEVER ; never meet with ſuch a glorious 
Opportunity again of enriching themſelves 
with the Spoils of other People's Eſtates. 
And thus this good, honeſt, induſtrious 
Piꝛoverb, is madg a Stalking-Horſe to the 
groſſeſt Villanies, and r to coun- 
tenance a thouſand baſe Practices of the 
temporiging and trimming of Turn-Coats, 
of Bribery, Subornation, and Perjury, of 
4 | 1 Cheating 
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Cheating and Fraud, of Extertion and 
Theft, of Oppreſſion and Injuſtice, of Adul- 
tery, Fornication and Murder, which is 
the Conſummation of all Iniquity upon 
Earth. I had like to have forgot one more, 
among the many others, and that 1s, the 
diligent Debauchee , who makes it his ſole 
Buſinefs to wreſt this vertuous Sentence, 
to the carrying on of his own diſhonoura- 
ble Intrigues ; he loſes no Time in Purſuit | 
of his Prey ; he lets paſs no Moment, ei- 
ther of Opportunity or Importunity, to gra- 
tify his Lewadneſs ; he watches all Howrs, 
ſtudies Night and Day to gain his Point 
upon a deluded Innocence, and to find out 
c critical Minute of a favourable, filthy, 
fatal Compliance. But notwithſtanding all 
_ theſe Miſapplications of our Aback, the 
true Meaning of it, on the other Hand, is 
highly moral, It is rather a great Encou- 
ragement to Vertue and Goodneſs, than to 
vicious Pranks. It teaches us to let no 
Time of doing our ſelves good Service, 
flip through our Fingers; and to loſe no 
Opportunity of preſerving our Reputation 
in any difficult Streights, which often 
ſeems to be put into our Hands by a pro- 
vidential.Care, There uſt be no If or 
And in the Caſe ; no Delay, no dallying ; 
no deferring of the Matter, no rambling 
Thoughts, no following of falſe Hres; but 
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to ſtick cloſe to the Text of our Duty, 
and never launch out into Ambiguities, or 
doubtful Reſolves. I appeal to all the un- 
fortunate Ladies of Pleaſure about Town, 
at this preſent Functure, who have gene- 
rally been undone by their fickle Delibera- 
tions, and fooliſh Doubts, concerning the 
happy State of Honeſty, for the Truth of 
the following Afertion. Vertue is gone, 
when it comes to capitulating, and talk- 
ing of Terms, or another Time. She muſt 
ſtand tot, in all critical Conjuncturen of 
Temptation or Attack. She is impregna- 
ble, and fears neither Storm nor Tempeſt, 
to make her ſurrender. She's Proof a- 
gainſt Corruption or Violence, and wants 
no Time to conſider of the Defence of her 
Innocency, She defies the Aſſault , and 
33 the Aſſailant, both at once. 
She triumphs, without any more ado, like 
the victorious Syn; and without any o- 
ther Ceremony, diſperſes the flying Cloud, 
that would have overſhadow'd her Glory. 
She never pleads a Demurrer againſt her 
Adverfary, but battles him upon the firſt 
Hearing. She knows, that Modeſty once 
loft, can never be recover'd in any Court f 
Fuſtice or Conſcience + No; ſuch Jewels 
cannot be found THERE again, nor even 
in thoſe very Places 1 Paſtime, where 
they were formerly /oft ; loft only for 
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want of a little Reſolution or Reſiſtance ; 
for want of exerting a Point 45 Honour 
upon the faireſt Opportunity of conquerin 
with Fats in 155 Grote ens — — 
Hay while the Sun ſhines. 

We have a very notable old Country- 
Roundel, to this Effect: 


He that wil not, when he may ʒ 
When he will, he ſhall have nay. 


It is but good Manners for every Man, 
Woman, and Child, to take what is given 
them by their Betters, for Fear of being 
deny d after, when they have a Mind tot. 
He that will not accept of an Opportunity, 
either of doing himſelf Fuſtice, or an Ho- 
nour, When it is once kindly offer d, may 
at length, perhaps, find his own Error 
and Repentance in the Refuſal, as well 
as loſe the Benefit of this Pꝛoverb for ever 

afterwards, in a total Eclipſe of his For- 
tune. We muſt firike while the Iron is 

bot, if we would make any Work ont, 
even from Mechanicks, or hammering a 
Horſe-ſhoe 11 a Smith's Shop, to higher 
Things, nobler Employments, and the Sun's 

ſoining in the Heavens, for far more 4l- 
luſtrious Undertakings alſo than Hay-ma- 
king. The Sun will not Hand ſtill for Us, 
a8 it did in JosHUAs Time upon GIEEON; 

nor 
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nor ſlacken its Courſe for ſuch flow, neg- 
hgent, idle, trifling, inſignificant Mor- 
tals as we are, upon little Occaſions of 
Huſbandry, Livelihood, Learning, Am- 
bition, or Preferment; nor upon any other 
neither of leſs Moment, than where the Glo- 
ry of Omni potence, and infinite Veracity or 
Goodneſs, may be highly concern d. And 
yet we ought not to let the Sun go down 
upon our I/rath, or our Impenitence ;, nei- 
ther ought we to let it conclude our Slug- 
giſbneſs, by a violent Preſumption of pro- 
miſtng our ſelves an uncertain to-Morrom. 
We do not deſerve to ear, before we have 
done our Duty for t; we ſhould not ſleep, 
before we are reconc1l'd to this P2overb z 
and never lead ſuch lazy, or unative 
Lives, as not to make Hay while the Sun 
ſhines; not to be doing ſomething ſtill, 
that is either proper to the Occaſion of the 
Day, the Invitation of the Weather, or 
the Exigency of human Affairs. The 
great APELLES, how af/iduous was he! 
who thought his Time loſt, without ſome 
excellent Line to crown his daily Labour! 
Who can doubt this notorious Truth then, 
that a Man of any honeſt Calling, or Pro- 
feſſian, would do well to be beim in 
all Weathers, either foul or fair? It be- 
comes him to be all Life, Action, and Vi- 
gour, to be active as the Light, buſy as a 
7e laborious 
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laborious or a laden Bee, and as diligent 
as any toiling, tann d Hay-maker in the 
Field, upon a Sun. ſbiny Day, for the pub- 
lick Good. In ſhort, he that will not 
Wokk when the Seaſon ſerves, and the 
Emeneſs of the Weather invites him even 
to a Bluſh at his own Lazineſs, will 
want; and there's an End of the Slug- 
gard's Idleneſs. Go to the Ant then, thou 
Sor, and learn more Wiſdom ; for Winter 
will come. | | 
Well! and therefore, O ye charming 
Birds! leave your airy Notes ; begin to 
make your Neſts in Time, upon the ap- 
proaching Seafon ; for it wilt not always 
ze Summer, O ye blooming beardleſs 
Teuths! leave your wanton Gayeties, pre- 
pare to improve your Parts upon a grow- 
ing Reaſon; for Age will not always be 
green and ffouriſhing. The Fall of the 
— will come on apace. Do not fine 
and dance away either the Spring, or the 
Summer of your Lives , like the lazy 
Graſs-hopper ; but provide at preſent ſome- 
thing that is ſolid and ſubſtantial for Fu- 
turity, not to be upbraided with Beg gary, 
or ſtarving upon the Declenſion of your | 
Tears. Tis a miſerable Thing to want ; 
to want in Winter too, and to bes up 
to the Knees in Dirt and Mire. Wintes 
lafts a long Time, and old Age muſt be 
00. | main- 
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maintain d; for the hoary Head does not 
melt immediately, like Snow, nor diſſolve 
into Mortality upon every Change of Wea- 
ther. This, this, ought to be deeply 
imprinted upon the Minds of young Men, 
or worn upon their Breafts,for a perpetual 
Memorandum of a provident Induſtry, in 
laying up for themſelves a competent 
— againſt the evil Day; a Day, 
when the Sem does not foine, and they are 
paſt their Labour. This is alſo a proper 
Leſſon for Parents to teach by Experience, 
and for Children to learn by Example. 
Tis a ſeaſonable Hint to give our Sons 
and Daughters good Education in their 
Minority ; to breed them up betimes to 
Learning, Vertue, and an honeft, as well 
as a genteel Character in the World ; and 
to fortify them, Body and Soul, at laſt, 
with the trueſt Principles of PBoſophy, 
againft all the Caſualties, either of Ad- 
verſity, Affliction, or Infirmity, becaufe 
we cannot promiſe them, that they ſhall 
always be healchful, or that Fortune will 
always be proſperous and benign. 


PROY, 
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a PR OV. XXVII. 
* Need makes the old Wife trot,/ 


Reflexion. 

TROL to Market, and trudge far- 
ther a-foot too for the Neceſſaries 
of Life, for Food and Raiment, or to 
fetch Fire, as far as CUMBERLAND, to 
keep Body and Soul together, to ſupport 
old Age, to ſatisfy Hunger, to prevent 
ſtarving, for want of the comfortable Sub- 

ſiſtences of human Nature. 

Need allo makes the young and luſty, as 
well as the old and infirm, go 4 trotting 
apace, to relieve their Wants. It forces 
Men too as well as Women, and Maids 
as wells WW:ves, to ſtir their Stumps, 
In order to get their Living, and procure 
their daily Maintenance. But I do not 
mean, that they ſhould run - bare-foar to 
LokETTo, on Purpoſe to pray for Bread 
and Cheeſe ; neither do I believe, that the 
doing of the Pennance of a Gooſe,would at- 
ford em any better Support, or beſtow 
upon em any greater Bleſſing of Relief. 

But the Power of Neceſ/ity muſt needs 
be very great indeed, when it puts ol 


People, that have one Foot in the Grave, 
to 
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to their Trumps ; when it makes the Crip- 
ple walk, the Weak ſtrong, the Decrepit 
active and nimble, notwithſtanding the 
Intirmities of Fourſcore, and the languid 
Decays of their aged Bodies, It gives 
Vigour and Life to the moſt languiſhing, 
or feeble Sraruling. It makes the Lazzeſt 
find his Legs. It forces the Lame to tra- 
vel without a Leader, It compels the 
Blind to go a begging without a Guide. 
He excites the moſt Obſ/tinate, either to 
lead or drive at the Will and Pleaſure of 
his Maſter. And, as this Phraſe is other- 
wiſe comically expreſs'd, Need makes the 
naked Man run, or the naked _ ſpin ; 
{ ſuppoſe, to cover their Nakedneſs. And 
it 1s well done, both to hide their Shame, 
and to cep out the Cold. 

NEEp likewiſe (and more the Pity ) 
often puts indigent People upon doing ill 
Things; as Robbing on the High-way, 
Houſe-breaking, Shop-lifting, Pilfæring, and 
other ſuch unlawful Pranks; which ſeldom 
or never fail of carrying them on to the 
Place of Execution, that takes Care of ſuch 
Offenders once for all. And farthermore, it 
tranſports them beyond their Duty of be- 
ing diligent only, and induſtrious in their 
ſeveral Callings, upon a very falſe Argu- 
ment ; for, they lay, Neceſſity has no Late. 
Now, this is a groſs Miſtake, as they 1n- 

O terprey 
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terpret it, on Behalf of their wyn/tifable 
Practices; for the Law it ſelf has ſuffici- 
ently provided Relief for the Poor, the 
Oppreſsd, the Neæcæſſitous. Beſides, it has 
allo ſet Bounds to all the villainous Tranſ- 
actſons of ſupplying our Wants. It has pre- 
par d Grbbets and Halters for Thieves, 
Traytors, Murderers, and ſuch like Male- 
Factors; ſo that it will never be a good 
Apology, to plead our Neceſſities againſt 
the Puniſhments either of our 1dleneſs, or 
of our Iniquity. For, in ſhort, there is 
no Neceſſity but this, not to do Evil upon 
any urgent Neceſſuy whatſoever , where- 
by a Man may ſoon forfeit his Livelihood, 
and Toe his Reputation: of Honeſty, which 
would otherwiſe maintain him handſom- 
ly in ſome publick Buſineſs, or private 
Concern of the Commonwea!, No Mortal 
was ever yet forc d to do Injuſtice, but by 
the Impulſe of his own Wickeaneſs, or for 
want of a good Conſcience, But where 
Need meets with an ill Inclination, though 
it may make Proviſion enough for a Fami- 

ty at the preſent, yet it generally ſuffers 
for't in the End, and finds at laſt, that 
the molt plauſible Neceſſity muſt be govern d 

by the Law. | | 

The Ancients have taken this JI2overb 
im another Senſe, over and above the 
Hardthips of Neceſſity, or Indigence ; a 
| ther 
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ther upon a miſtaken Notion of an irre- 
ſiſtible Fatality in all ſublunary Affairs, 
or upon a wrong underſtanding of what 
the Philoſophers call Fate; which 1s the 
eternal, immutable, uncontroulable Courſe, 
and Coberence of Things, neceſſarily falling 
out ſo or ſo, and not otherwiſe, in Spite of 
all human Oppoſition, Providence, or Pre- 
vention, They thought that the Gods 
themſelves were not able to reſiſt this 
Force, or grapple with this Neceſſity; and 
that they were all Slaves to the invincible 
Decrees of Fate. There was no avoiding 
the Judgment, no awarding the Blow, no 
contending with the direful Darts, no 
conquering the potent Arms of Deſtiny. 
Twas in vain, they 7magind, to controul 
its unalterable Difates, or to contradict 
Its arbitrary Commands, There could be 
no tampering with the inſuperable, and no 
prevailing with the inexorable Goddeſs, to 
ſurmount the Difficulties of a condemn'd 
Life, 1 wiſh ſome of our modern Authors 
have not miſconſtry'd this Opinion of the 
ancient Moraliſts, and made a wrong Uſe 
on't, by wreſting of it to a Fatality in Re- 
ligion, as well as a Reprobation in Man- 
nere, upon inflaving the Will, which 
ought to be as free as the Air is, for Action. 
But it would be a hard Saying, a durum 
telum indeed, a Weapon of Deſpait ; who 
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could bear it? Jo aſcribe Poverty and 


Want to Fate, and to make Men miſerable 


by an inevitable Decree of Heaven. Where- 
as the divine Goodneſs ſeems plainly to 
have left us the greateſt Liberty of being 
laborious, and given us the freeſt Powers, 


as well as the propereſt Facnlties, to be 


induſtriouſiy happy in this World. And 
where's the Doubt, when Providence hath 
ſo manifeſtly eſtabliſh'd a Free-wil/ in all 
the Actions of our Lives? There's no Fa- 
zality in the Caſe of being needy, or of 
living in Nece//ty. But every Man has 
the Freedom of getting his daily Bread, it 
he will but take Pains for't ; though he 
earn 1t with the Sweat of his Brow, under 


the moſt tireſom Difficulties of Thi and 


Fatigue, or the molt preſſing Exigencies 
of this Pꝛoverb. Suppole this Liberty 
then, the very Preropgative of Reaſon, at- 
tended with the Bleſling of Health, as 
well as the right Uſe of our Limbs, and 
Labour overcomes all Things 1n the com- 
mon Vogue of the whole World. 


PROV. 
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PRO V. XXXIX. 


No longer Pipe, no Jonger Dance. 


Reflexion. 


NC longer play the Fool, no longer 
pleaſe ſome People. Dancing to the 


Lune of Hey-pgo-mad, is a wonderful Di- 
_ verſion among both Sexes, in this Friſting 
Age of a miſtaken Gallantry ; when Faſhion 
intrenches upon Learning, w/o juſtles 
out good Education, and the fliculation 
of the Body is preferr'd far before the more 
noble Inſtruction of the Mind, No; and 
ſo paſſionately fond alſo are young Folke 
of turning themſelves into Anticks, with 
the ridiculous Motions of their Hands and 
Feet, that they can make a Shift to dance 
ſometimes without a Fiddle too, rather 
than fail: Which is more than the Pꝛu- 
berb ever intended. 
But ſo much for the Muſick of the Pipe, 
or the Formality of dancing to t; the famili- 
ar Alliſion of which, will carry us on tothe 
Conſideration of higher Things couch'd un- 
der this gamboling Emblem. While a Gen- 
tleman lives in Proſperity, he {hall be ſur- 
rounded with little bumble Servants 1hnu- 
merable to dance Attendance to His Com- 
O 2 mands; 
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mands ; eſpecially, if they have any De- 
pendence upon being the better for his 
Friendſhip, or his good Fortune : But if a 
Cloud comes, and overſ{przads his Glory; 
if his former Splendor chances to be over- 
caſt with the thinneſt Veil of Adver/ny, 
they are all gone in that Inſtant, like ſo 
many flying Shadows; and he is left alone, 
at laſt, as much forſaken as the Bird in 
the Fable, upon the forlorn Hope of ever 
overcoming his Atflition. This puts me 
in Mind of the famous NAT. LEE's un- 
fortunate Song (as I have heard) in Bed- 
lam, than which I never ſaw a better, or 
a more ingenious Tranſlation from the La- 
tin, to this Purpole ; vis. | 


Fortune wrap thee warm, 
en Friends about thee ſwarm, 
Lie Bees about a Hony-Pat : 
But if Dame Fortune frown, 
And caſt thee fairly down, *' 
Hy jove, thou may ſt lie there, and rot { 


Vulgar Friendſhip ſeldom laſts longer 
than the Pot bozls, according to tlie. Poet, 
As long as the Spunger can be kindly en- 
tertain d upon free Coſt, ſo long he's your 
Friend, Where he finds himfelt welcome 
to a good Dinner, he is infinitely oblig d, 
and acknowledges a thouſand hearty Re- 
85 es ts. "oe e 
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gurns of the Lip for the mighty Favors ; 
though, perhaps, his Gratitude does not 
out-laſt the Digeſtion, If he ſinells the 
next Feaſt, no Doubt but -he will make 
as good a Greſt again, as any of em all at 
the Board; he'll be as complaiſant to the 
full, as if he had never dind there before 
in his Life; and it may be, not think of 
his Thanks for that Bout, till the next 
Opportunity of ung his Carcaſs at the 
ſame Table. However, he'll ſhew an in- 
expreſſible Regard, at leaſt, for his preſent 
Benefafor, while the Meat's in his Mouth; 
but after the Repetition of never ſo many 
Entertainments, his Reſpect and his Victu- 
als will both go down the ſame Way into 
the Draught, and forthwith either /{ink 
on the Dunghill, or grow ffale in Obli- 
vion. In ſhort, the Frienſhip of thoſe we 
call Trencher-Friends, will never ſurvive 
an empty Plate, nor approve of the YVoider 
till the next Bill of Fare is appointed, and 
an immediate Rendezvms of Drinking, 
Revelling, or going to ſee a Play, ſtops 
their Mouths, and prevents any farther 
Enquiry for a new Repaſt, or another A., 
/ignation. But ſuch Smel-Feaſts and ſbarp- 
ing Paraſites as theſe, in the Days ot Tore, 
have been always honourably diſcarded by 
judicious Perſons from the common Bere- 
fits of Hoſpitality, ; 3 
4 O4 Jia 
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Tis a precarious Thing now-a-days to 
do a Man a Kindneſs ; and there is no In- 


 ſurance-Office for Gratitude. The ſhaking 
of Hands with Belly-Friends, and keeping 
open Houſe for Sharks, will not intitle 


the hoſpitable Perſon to their Help and 
Relief, againſt the ſudden Misfortunes ei- 
ther of Fire, or of any other calamitous 
Accident. But this is the beſt Way to 
diſtinguiſh a Friend from a Flatterer , 
and to diſcover a falſe-hearted Hanger on. 
There's no Credit now to be given, with- 
out this Pꝛoverb's anſwering fort. No 
longer pay, no longer zruft, is the Word. 
Honour ſignifies nothing, if a Gentleman 
does not keep Touch to the Day. But a 
Principle of Honeſty is not ſo ſtrictly ty'd 


up to a Point of Time, as that it may not 


often out-laſi the Date of an Obligation, 
and out-live the longeſt Delay. Ready 
Money truly ſeems to be the great Cement 
of modern Friendſhip. It makes all our 
ſpunging Hangers-on ſtick cloſeſt to their 
Pretenſions, and fling the longeſt about 
their generous Supporters, in Expectation 


of more additional Andaegfſes. Whence 


came this comical Saying, No Penny, no 
Pater-noſter, but from pecuniary Indulgen- 
ces 8 As if a Perſon could not ſay his 
Prayers, without Money in his Pocket to 
krep out the Devil. And yer ſo it fre: 
| 5 quently 
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quently falls out, in a religious Senſe, a- 
mong the Romiſh Prieſts, that a poor Peni- 
rent ſhall not have half ſo many "Maſſes 
(if any) ſaid for his Soul upon a monyleſs 
Departure, as a rich Benefaftor to the 
Church; either to abſolve him from all his 
Sins, upon a bountiful Confeſſion while li- 
ving, or to pray him out of Purgatory, 1n 
a Trice, when he is dead. A mercenary 
Religion indeed, to think of purchaſing 
Salvation with Money, and of buying Hea- 
ven at ſo cheap a Rate | 
Bur, all ſacred Ceremony apart : True 
moral Friendſhip does not depend, either 
upon Complement, or Flattery. A Friend 
will be always beſt known in Adverſity ; 
which is the ſole Touchſtone of a real Fi- 
_ delity, or an unfeign'd Kindneſs. Tis no 
Tryal of Sincerity and Truth, to dance on- 
ly while the Pipe play: ;, to profeſs an in- 
finite Obligation no longer, than the Fa- 
vour laſts ; or to proteſt Myriads upon My- 
riads of good Wiſhes for a kind-hearted 
Fautor, juſt fo long as he is able to conti- 
nue his Liberalities: And no longer, than 
while the:zhankleſs Receiver ſees that For- 
tune ſtill ſmiles upon his bountiful Bene- 
factor, and ſeems to pay the generous Piper 
plentifully enough to make Amends for 
the Ingratitude of an oblig'd Hypocrite. No 
Memory can be ſg treacherow, as to for- 
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get an everlaſting Bounty receiv'd of a Per- 
ſon in Proſperity ; but the Mind may be fo 
ungrateful, as not to acknowledge it to him 
in Diſtreſs, nor ſtudy any Requital for it, 
upon the unfortunate Change of his Condi- 
tion. But however, he that is fo much 
oblig'd in Conſcience, ought to accompa- 
ny his real Friend in all Fortunes, as well 
in the Bad as the Good, and to ſtand: by 
him in all Aflictions; never to leave him 
in the Lurch, nor to let him want Af- 
ſiſtance, as a fairhful Confederate, to con- 
quer his avow'd Enemies, and force them 
to an honourable, as well as a laſting Peace : 
For a Friend in Time of NEED ( and no 
other) is a Friend in DEED. | 
And yet ſo it is, that this Pꝛouerb ap- 
pears to be true ſtill on the contrary, An 
adverſe State of Life ſhall rarely be at- 
tended with any kinder Companions, or 
meet with more grateful Acquaintance, 
than ſuch as JoB's Comforters, to pervert 
his REASON, to adviſe him to deny his 
Go, and to ſend him ſooner out of the 
World. MISFORTUNE will ever have few 
or no Friends. Unthankful People, though 
they have had twenty good Turns done em 
formerly, will dance no longer, than the 
have the Muſick of the Pꝛoverb to oblige 
em ſtill for their Pains; and budge no far- 
ther neither, than they have Money to 


Pay 
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pay em for their continu'd Services, In a 
Word, the Troubles of OviD under Baniſh- 
ment, forc'd him to weep and lament the 
hard Fate of this P2overb, for want of a 
faſt Friend at Court, upon the Silence of 
his Muſe there; though his Sorrows were 
ingenious ſtill under all his Suferings in 
Exile, and only made him /ng the more 
ſweetly. To ſay no more then; a true and 
faithful Friend is ſcarce to be found any 
where in a doubtful Matter, or a difficult 
- Misfortune. 


— 


PEOY. MM. 


After ſweet Meat comes ſowre Sauce. 


Neflexion. 


HE Phyſician will vouch for't, both 
in Sickneſs and in Health, It has 
every one's Probatum tot. Poets, Orators, 
Pedagogues, and all uſe it, as an approv'd 
Maxim of Welfare. Tis an excellent 
Precept, as well as a moral Caution of 
living temperately and prudently in the 
World. 
Every Boy that 1s whipp'd at School for 
playing Truant, finds this experimentally 
true upon his Poſteriors. After all his 
1 Sports, 
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Sports, his Mirth, or his Sweet-Meats, 
he is {ure to come off yet with Sorrow and 


ſomre Sauce, at laſt, for his Waggery, If 


his tender Parents indulge him at Home, 
to the taking of any ſuch unlawful Liber- 
ties Abroad, he nevertheleſs generally 
meets with a ſecond Buſby, for Integrity 
and Juſtice, in the Management of School- 
Diſcipline, who cannot in Conſcience ſpare 
the Laſh, and ſpoil his Scholar, to gratify 
either the faulty Fondling, or the Fautors 
of his Offence, He could not but know 
the P1overb better, than to be raray 
out of Ignorance, or hope to eſcape the 
Severity of 1t upon the Conviction of his 
Crime, as well as the ſowreſt Correction 
for t: Since no Leſſon is more frequently 
inculcated than his, or fooner learn'd by 
various Repetitions of it to the fame Et- 
tect ; as, after a Sun-fhine comes a Cloud 
after fair Weather comes foul ; after Foy 
comes Sorrow, Lis as common a Rule of 
Vertue and geod Manners, to make anzdle 
Boy {mart]y {enfible of his Error, after 
fome unallowable Recreations and Diver- 
ſions, how agreeable ſoever they may be 
to his negligent rambling Humour for the 


pre ſent, as it is of Cookery and good Honſe- 


keeping,” for ſeet Meat to have ſotore 
Samce, if it muſt not be inſipid to the Gueſts: 
Aud all his kind NMoTHER.'s Sugar-Plums 


| ſhall 
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ſhall not prevent, ſweeten, or allay the 
Bitterneſs of his juſt, angry, oftended 
Maſter's Puniſhment. 

This P2overb is not ſo purely ſchola- 
flick yet, nor ſo boyiſh neither, bur the 
biggeſt and oldeſt of us Men may go to 
School again, to hear the Wiſdom of its 
Inſtruction, and to learn more Diſcretion 
by it, than we daily practice in one Paſ- 
{age or another of our Lives, But after 
all the Sowrneſs of the old Saying, it ad- 
mits of ſome Comfort and Colton of 
Amendment for the Time to come, or of 
better Things for the Future; as it is often 
inverted on the other Hand, and holds as 
true alſo vice verſa; that, The Stun ſhines 
bright after dark Clouds; The Sky clears 
up after rainy Weather ; and Foy ſucceeds 
Grief in Courſe, as commonly as a pro- 
found Calm follows a violent Storm: Which 
ought not however to ſet us upon Tip- toe 
for the next Opportunity, nor encourage 
us to a ſecond Tranſpreſſion, leſt we ſhould 
ſoundly ' ſmart for our Confidence after- 
wards, and conſequently turn the Pꝛo- 
verb the other Way again upen our own 
Backs. SoLomon had a Rod for the 
2 Fool in Nature; and it is our own 

ault if we ſuffer by't in our old Days. 
Young Fools are excuſable, now and then, 
through Inac.vertency, or want of Judg- 
ment 
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ment and Deliberation ; but old Filks that 
ſhould know better Things, are never to 
be pardon'd for ſtumbling upon this Pꝛo- 
verb, and ſwallowing it whole ; nor pity d 
neitlier, when they come to chem the bit- 
ter Cud of it in a ſad after-Thought, and 
a relenting Memorial. 

I ſhall venture to ſay then, whatever is 
exceſſive and unreaſonable, either in our 
Adlions, or our Paſſions and Appetites, to 
a Surfeit ; either in eating or drinking, to 
Gluttony ; either in Point of Mirth, Wit, 
or Wantonneſs, to Iutemperance;, of Luft, 

. Lechery, or Lewaneſs, to Iniquity, will 
certainly make the ſweeteſt Meat we can 
eat, riſe as ſowre as a Crab in our Sto- 
machs. It turns the Blood, ſharpens it in- 
to Pins and Needles, and poiſons the whole 
Conſtitution. How many lamentable In- 
ſtances of this Truth are dying daily in the 
very Gall and Bitterneſs of their Souls 
after the moſt delicious Emoyments of the 
World; when Life only lingers upon the 
Diſguſt of thoſe nauſeous Satisfactions, 
which have now enhanc'd the Smart and 
the Torment of their Miſeries, to the De- 
ir of ſurviving them ! What ſorrowful 
emorſe then? What ſharp Compuncti- 
on? What ſevere after- Reckoning? Sad 
Thoughts, ſober Reflexions, and a ſerious. 
Repentance, but to late. Loathing the 


very 


: 
{ 
: 
j 
: 
U 
f 
[1 
: 
' 
| 
: 
' 

; 

: 

| 
G 
: 
| 

| 
| 
: 
: 
| 
: 
: 
| 
: 


=” 


F TT wed. ANNE. LIE TD, 


upon PROVERBS 207 


very Medicine that ſhould: do em good; 
loathing even Life it ſelf, under a+ fore 
Diſeaſe, and a languiſbing Suſpence. 

Be it as it will, there is rank Poiſon in 
the Tail of all unlawful Pleaſures, a bitter 
Sweet, or a deadly ſomre Dreg in the Bot- A 
tom of the Veſſel; Wormwood, and wor 
than Wormwood in the Belly. Let thoſe 
falſe Allurements be never ſo tempting ; let 
em make an inconſiderate Man's Mouth 
water never ſo much for Exjoyment, and 
ſeem never ſo luſbious to a laſcivious Taſte 
of Things, the will certainly, at laſt, in- 
tail ſome woful Experience or other of 
endleſs Diſſatisfaction and Miſery upon 
the raſh Profligate, for the Loſs of his 
Eſtate, or his Livelibaod. Alas ! poor 
Libertines | how fleeting are thoſe Foys, 
which we ſo greedily purſue, as if they 
were ſome precious, permanent, and ſolid 
Ferwels ; while indeed they vaniſh like 
the Morning-Dew, in the actual Fruition 
of them, as ſoon as the Sun opens our 
Eyes to behold our Miſ{akes ! Ab! how 
airy and empty are the voluptuous Gratifi- 
cations of Senſe, which no wiſe Perſon 
can entertain in common. Sobriety, but 
will reje& them for fantaſtick Bubbles I 
Oh! how fbort-livd are ſuch miſtaken 
Delights, which pals away upon the firſt 
Salute, and leave only a laing — 
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of Mind behind them, for the Farewel of 
a good Conſcience! Give me no ſueh re- 
gretting Pleaſure, that is ſo dearly pur- 
chas'd with an aftery-Sorrow. After ſuch 
Foy, comes a ſullen Grizf to imbitter it 
with Diſcontentrment and Melancholy, M 
ter the moſt delightful Merriment vf this 
Quality, a fudden Qr2rrel uſually ariſes, 
or ſome other ſad Accident happens, to 
quaſh the Folliry of the Company, and 
ſowore their Converſation with a ruful Re- 
gret of their Frolick. | 
What fhall I ſay of the Raſhneſs and 
Inconſtaucy of ſenſual Delights? How ca- 
ſily is the Voluntary impos d upon by Fal- 
lacious Appearauces, and drawn into ill 
Company, or Inconveniences, by ſuperfi- 
cial Allurements ; dallying upon the Sur- 
face, till he ſinks into an Abyſs, or is 
fuck'd into a Whirlpool ; chou d before 
his Eyes, cheated to his Face, and not on- 
ly the helpleſs Spectator, but the active 
Promoter alſo of his own Deception! He 
admires his own Fate, wantonly” ſpores 
upon a Precipice, and is in Love with his 


Ruin, How agreeable may Poiſon be to 
the Guſt; but it preſently tears the Bom. 
els in Pieces with griping Pains, and de- 
ſtroys the Body upon ſwallowing the gild- 
ed Cheat ! How pleaſant and reliſhing to 
the Palate may that Doſe be in going 


down, 
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down; which only makes Way for a vio- 
lent Convulſion of Nature in the End, and 
carries the Debauchee off in a Pang ! The 
Honey is ſweet indeed, bꝑt the Bee ſtings; 
and when the Miſchief is done, away flies 


the envious hurtful Creature, and the Sa- 


tis{atigon periſhes. The Smartneſs of the 
Pain takes off our former Pleaſure, and 
leaves a diſmal Damp upon our Senſuality. 
Well! and therefore, O voluptuous 
Touth, ſhun thoſe pernicious SIRENS, who 
would delude thee with their inviegling 
Harmony, and, by the Sweerneſs. of their 
Voices, only charm thee to thy Grief or 
Diſtreſs ! Act the Part of wiſe ULyssEs 
{top thy Ears againſt diſhoneſt, or allu- 
ring Filts, and reſcue thy ſelf from their 
enticing Snares, for Fear of an after-Clap, 
for Fear of being tickled into Captivity, 
and made a Slave for ever, paſt Redemp- 
tion, Fortify thy ſelf againſt their fatal 
Incantations, who ſtudy only to trepan 
their Admirers into unwarrantable Liber- 
ties, or to flatter Men out of their Secu- 
rity and Happineſs ; to rob em of their 
Peace, Health Wealth, Lives, and For- 
tunes; and, by their wanton or inſinua- 
ting Treacheries, utterly to ruin them 
with ſome mortifying Diſaſters in the Con- 
cluſion of their Mirth, Gallantry, and good 
Humour : And is not this Sawce ſowre e- 

P nough 
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nough after the ſweere/t Mear, or the moſt 
 #aviſhing Enjoyments of Senſe 2 If the Brute 
did not foil the Man, who'd indulge him- 
felf to a mortal Repaſt? Who d regale him- 
felf with his own Deftruttion £ But, O 
miſerable Makk ANTON Y, who did'ſt 
not avoid the falſe and unfortunate En- 
braces of CLEOPATRA | How lamentable 
was thy Fate under that Petticoat-Govern- 
ment ! Thy groſs Deluſion convinces me 
at once, both of the ſtinging Viciſſitude of 
carnal Pleaſures, and of the ſevereſt Turns 
of this tart Pꝛoverb. | 
If Sauneſs then, or Sorrow and Perd:- 
tion, be the Conſequence of all our jovial 
Delights, and unthinking Follities, give 
woll cave now to*bewail out merrieſt Vices, 
mourn our moſt joyful Calamities, and de- 
Plore the dangerous State of thoſe hung- 
flers, who {like hungry Fiſhes ) greedtly 
twallow this deadly Hook, that lurks un- 
der the molt Yelicate- Bart, and are igno- 
rantly captivated; inſnar'd; and undone : 
Undone beyond Recovery and Recollection, 
after all the cautionary Admonition of this 
Pꝛoverb to the contrary. Behold Maks 
and VENUS intangled again in VULCAN's 
Net, and expos'd to the Deriſian, Scandal, 
and Contempt both of Gops and MEN 
See! What follows ſuch ſalacious Amoura, 
and lewd Emertainments, but inevitable 
* 5 Diſgrace 9 
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Diſgrace? A direful Chagrin, for the moſt 
Part, accompany'd with Lementation and 
Tears, weeping and wailing, and gnaſbing 
of Teeth £ Look ye now, if HERoDIAS's 
Daughter dances once again to pleaſe: He- 
ROD, and unman her wanton Admirer, 
what can be the I ue of it, but St. JohN 
BaPT1ST's Head in a Charger, or Adultery 
back'd with a barbarous Murder upon the 
frolickſome gamboling Bout & This is the 
unhappy End of all our ungovernable Foy, 


intemperate Fooleries, or inſatiable Deſires. 


The Scene changes, after our unadviſed 
Purſuits of effeminate Pleaſures are over; 
and then our former Mirth ſtarts into 
melancholy Proſpe#s ; then our ; 
Notes are ſoon turn'd into mournful Dit- 
ties ; then our comick Pleaſantry goes off 
the Stage preſently in a tragical Exit, a 
Fit of Horrour and Amazement, which 
leaves not ſo much as a comfortable Word, 
a contented” Expreſſion, or a chearſul Coun- 
tenance behind it, among the dejected Actors. 
In ſhort, our Plæy-Houſes, the DE s 
ANTL-CHAMBERS, are the chief Nurſeries 
where the vicious Miſcatriages of this 
Pꝛoverb are moſt frequently committed; 
where Men and Women are often deli- 
ver d of their baſe abortive, Sarisfattions, 
or from thence, by Afſignation, are after- 
wards finely brought to Bed of ſuch Mon- 
oi ters, 
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ſters, as make em rue the very Conception 
of their Actions, and aſham d of their own 
Production. | 
But to conclude this ſorromful Topick : 
Do you bemoan any young Gentlemen de- 
bauch'd with Wine, and bury'd in a ſor- 
did Intemperance 2 Pleaſure debauch'd 
them to the Grave of their own making. 
Do you bemoan any ingenious Perſons lan- 
Zuiſhing with the Love of Luxury, and 
deſtroy d by the Wantonneſs of Women? 
Pleaſure deſtroy'd them effectually upon 
the Relapſe of their Fortunes. Do you 
-bemoan any Drunkards and Adulterers 
Anatch'd away in their Cups, or in the 
Hower of their Age, Vigour, and Alacri- 


LY 
= 


ty? The ſame: mortal Pleaſure ſnatch d 
Alem away from you in the Bloom of their 
Lives: That Pleaſure which is my Aver- 
fon, and kills its Lover, Away then 
painted Faiſhood, with all thy pertidious 
Charms: Away; touch me not; Fly; 
leave no Remembrance behind thee, and 
let me never feel thy fatal Sting. 
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PRO V. XII. 


One Bird in the Hand, is worth two 
in he BR 0200 


Reflexion. 


OssEssloN is a mighty Matter indeed 

and we commonly ſay, tis eleven 
Points of the Law. It goes a great Way 
to the giving of Security, but not any 
Right. Tis not always true, that the 
BikD I have in my Hand, is juſtly my 
OwN : But if no Body elſe has a better 
Claim to't, J would not part with it for 
forty Birds that are in the Buſb only, and 
far enough out of my Reach. A Perſon 
may be pretty ſure then of the Thing he 
poſſeſſes : Tis ſafe in his keeping ; but if 
he once lets it /{ip through his Fingers, by 
graſping at more airy Proſpetts, he may 
bid adieu to the ever having of it any 
more in his Clutches. There will be no 
catching of the Bird again, after it is once 


flown out of his Power And he'll find, 
upon this Eſcape, to his Sorrow, as well 
as the Conviction of his Folly, that one 
ſuch Gold-finch in the actual Cuſtody of his 
Hands, or a Cage, was worth Two (not 

: 3K 3 ta 
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to ſay ten times more) at their own Li- 
berty in the Hedges or Fields. 

1 his valuable Pꝛoverb has a higher 
Alluſion yet, to direct us in our Choice 
and Exchange of Things: As certainly, 
he that graſps at too much, or too many 
CHIMERA's, holds {1 nothing; but lets 
go what 1s ſolid and real, for every gilded 
Phantom, riſing Bubble, or deluſory Shit- 
Zle-cock, that ſtrikes his wandering Eye, 
This is the fickle Man, whom catching f 
Flies will ſoon take off from a Purſuit of 
Glory, and turn his wavering Head ano- 


ther Way from any ſerious. Reſolution of 
Mind-to make himſelf SURE of the En- 


joyment of a ſubſtantial Happmeſs. While 


the ſagacious Perſon, on the contrary, 
fixes his Thoughts upon more certain 
Foundations, than to build Houſes in the 
Air, Palaces ini the Sea, or to raiſe his 
Hopes upon viſionary Whims, and expe- 
Qed Uncertainties. 'I his is he, whom we 
find ſo tenacious of his ſettled Purpoſe, as 
not to part with his Felicity upon any 
Terms, or Temptations of a precarious 
Promotion in the World. This is he, that 
will not ſbate Hands with the Principles 
of his Comſpience, upon the moſt ſplendid 
Probabilities of ſecular Honour and Great- 
neſs. This is he again, that will not 
change a quiet Cottage in Poſſeſſion, for a 
32 i A tur- 
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turbulent Kingdom of Noiſe and Buſtle, 
and Perjury in REVERSION. This is alſo 
be at lait, that thorougly underſtands the 
Truth of the wite P2overb, and ſecurely 
practices his own Welfare. | 

But to come a little cloſer to our Buſi- 
neſs of ſhewing, that one Bird in the Hand 
is worth two in the Buſh : All Men, I ſup- 
poſe, whether GREEKs, LaTins, ITA- 
LIANS, FRENCH, or ENGLISH, who ever 
read or wrote of Pꝛaverbs, will readily 
grant me, that it is better to have an E 
to Day, than a Hen to Morrow ; that the 
preſent Pleaſure is more eligible than a 65 
ture En joyment; that its ſafer to ſtick to 
Certainty, than to Chance ; that what's in 
the Fiſt, is worth two in the Fenn; or that 
one Horſe in the Stable, is more uſeful for 
preſent Service, than three in the Paſture, 
And thus have ſeveral Authors ſo ingeni- 
oully explain'd this old Apace of the Bird 
in Hand, that it needs little more Illuſtra- 
tion to make it inſtructive to all Mankind; 
as it adviſes us in ſhort, not to run the 
Hazard of a certain Loſs, for an uncertain 
Advantage. INSURANCE or  ASSURANCE- 
OFFICES, will none of them relieve us 
againſt an Imprudence of this Kind, when 
we are not able to pay their exorbitant 
PRAMIUMS or Demands, for the Preſerva- 
tion of a deſperate. Cakco. However, 
P 4 . bone(t 
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boneſt People, in their right Wits, do not 
uſe to go to Market, to buy a Pig in a 
Poke. They do not lay their Money out, 
at a Venture, upon what they do not 
ſee, handle, and know very well, be- 
fore the Bargain is ſtruck. They do not 
deal like LoNDoN-STOCK-JOBBERS ; a- 
mong whom there is hardly ever any 
TRANSFERK made, or any vi/ible Stock to 
be found, till ſome or other breaks at the 
Bottom on't, and the Cheat falls heavy up- 
on a Fool, and his Money ſoon parted thro 
chimerical Expectations. 

Who will not be very careful of the Bird 
in Hand then, and cautious of trading up- 
on a ſolid and ſound Bottom, for Fear of 
throwing his perfonal Eftate away upon 
the uncertain Hopes of becoming as rich as 
a JEw? In ſhort, who will rot diſcreetly 
manage his Affairs, by a wiſe Diftruſt of 
Fraud and Fallacy in moſt Dealings, ac- 
cording to the Prudence, Reſolution, and 
Reſerveaneſs of this infallible P2overb ? 

However, by the Way, I do not ſpeak this 
in the leaſt to diſcourage our Commerce, 
but only to confirm my own Sentiments of 
the Wiſdom of a&ing upon ſuræ Grounds 
In all our pecuniary Correſpondencies; tor J 
am fully convinc d, that there are many 
boneſt People left ſtill in the World, who 
will never fail of doing the fair Thing: 
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above- board. Notwithftanding yet, our 
facetious ADAGE is certain and ſafe after 
all; for who but a filly Fop, as fooliſh as 
the Dog in the FABLE, would not prefer 
the Subſtance before the Shadow £ Who 
but a Mad-man, would not chuſe a well- 
grounded Certainty at preſent, ſooner than 
a Romantick Uncertainty, out of Sight, 
perhaps, and that may happen a — 
Nears hence? In fine, who but a XKnight- 
Errant, would not accept of a real compe- 
tent Eſtate in PossEsSION, and hug him- 
ſelf in the Enjoyment of it, rather than 
live fictitiouſly, expecting the imaginary 
MoNARCHY of the World of the Moon in 
REvERSION ? What ſignifies that which 
is to come ? Give me the preſent Time. 
FUTURITIES are liable to Diſappointments. 
There's no truſting t9-Morrow's Proſpects, 
or Promiſes ; no depending upon ſhalt or 
will HEREAFTER, and no commanding of 
Things out of our Hands, five Tenſes di- 
ſtant from Fruition. Now is the Time 


for Performance, Enjoyment, or Diſpatch 


of Buſineſs. In a Word, one Piece of Mo- 
ney that a Man has in his Pocker, is better 
than twenty in the BANK OF ENGLAND, - 
ExCHEQUER, or any other Fund of Futic- 
7ity, to anſwer his preſent Exigences. 


PROY, 
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PROV. XIII. 
The Belly has no Ears. 


Reflexion. 
"Here's no rguing the Caſe with 
Hunger : It is the Mother of n- 
patience, Anger, and Wrath, not to be 
appeas d with Lenten Logick, or the jejune 
Arguments of Faſting and Mortificatin, The 
hungry Perſon may well be deaf to all 
Reaſon or Rhetorick ; tor the Ears are not 
plac'd in the Stomach ;, neither can Peo- 
ple's Bellies be filld with fair Words, and 
much leſs will they ever be fatisfy'd with 
foul Language. 7 
Hunger makes a Man uneaſy, peeviſh, 
and + >5woy to the laſt Degree of Un- 
reaſonableneſs, even to the Belys Diſtra- 
ction of thinking his Throat cut. *T'is 
Death to him to ſtay for his Dinnær. He 
could fight with a Feather, quarrel with 
the Sun for ſhining ; and is diſturb'd with 
the Flies for coming to kils his Hand, 
without robbing him of his Fiftuals. It 
provokes him ſometimes to fall out with 
his we at Church, and to find Fault 
with the Sermon for its Length, how learn d 
ſgever, as if he could havc eaten the Par- 
* or 
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ſon for detaining him ſo long: And when 


he comes home, his Family cannot pacify 
him; but the whole Pariſh ſhall hear ont, 
if the Pudding is not enough to nick his 
craving Appetite. Beſides that, if all 
Things happen to be ready to gratify this 
hungry Soul, tis ten to one yet, whether 
he w1ll not think 1t too tedious, and Time 
loſt, to ſay Grace before Meat at Table , 
too formal and ceremonious out of the 
Church, to atk a Bleſſing of the bountiful 
Giver of his daily Bread. And yet Bread! 
that bleſſed Name, the Support of human 
Life, that harmonious Sound, would be 
the beſt Mu/ick to the EAR, if the unſatiſ- 
fy'd Belly had any, to be charm'd into Pa- 
tience, Reaſon, or Thankfulneſs. But the 
Force of Hunger is ſo great, ſo refractory, 
and obſtinate, that it can bearken to no 
Arguments of Honour or Obligation; it can 
admit of no Capitulations of Health, In- 
tereſt, or Authority from above; and it 
only feeds its own Phancy of Satisfaction 
and Security from below, till the Bely's 


full, and puts the Body in Tune again to 


maintain the Man in his Senſes. 

The Hungry love to talk of nothing but 
the Pot and the Spit, or of Belh- Timber. 
They have a grumbling in the Gizzard 
ſtill againſt all other Converſation, but 
that which tends to the regaling of their 
Anne eager 
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eager Appetites, and the {tufting of their 
empty Guts, The beſt Language of the 
Brain only intrenches upon that of the 
Belly, and diſturbs their Entertainment. 
And indeed I am ſo far an Advocate for 


this Pꝛoverb, that I look upon all unne- 


ceſſary Table-Talk at Victuals, to be both 
indiſcreet and unmannerly, as if the Meat 


could not frop our Mouths. How indecent 


is it for a Man to chatter, while he is 
chewing his Food ; or to ſputter about the 
Table, while he is eating? Which ſeems 
to be little better, than charging the Com- 
pany with a mouthful of i Breath, or ſome- 
thing worſe, without having any Regard 
to the Nicety of the Gueſts! It can nei- 
ther pleaſe the He, nor gratify the Ear, 
to ear our Words after the Manner of 
mined Meat, in a chopping or a mumbling 
Way of ſpeaking ; for the Pronunciation 
ſuffers extremely in the Diſcharge of a 
Gobbet : Beſides that, my oppoſite Neigh- 
bour's Face, or his Plate, is in Danger of 
being diſoblig d into the Bargain. And 


yet after all, though one Man be as deaf 
and as dumb as a dead Flounder at Table, 


others are not therefore oblig'd to fit as 
mute as Fiſhes, tor fear of calling decently 
for what they want. 
The Belly wants yes too, as well as 
Ears; for a Man is as blind as a Beetle 
4 19 
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in a hungry Mood. The faireſt Object 
cannot take him off from the Purſuit of 
his Prey; and Anger makes him inſenſible 
of his Duty, as well as of Ræſpect, either 
to Beauty, Honeſty, or good Manners. Li- 
ons have ſtopp d here; but Men a- hungry 
have often made no Bones of Innocence 
and Vertue in their Way. However, it is 
notoriouſly obſervable, that People are 
never ſo irreconcileably angry and quarrel- 
ſome, as when they are hungry. Nothing 
males the Vulgar more untractable, fierce, 
&* and ſeditious, than Scarcity, or want of 
Bread: It fills a Land with a Rabble of 
Mendicants, Malecontents, and Rebels: 
Inſomuch, that in ſome late dear Tears, 1 
have heard a Promoter of Inſurrection and 
Miſchief, cry out in the Crowd; 
ſhould the LORD Mayor have a Shoulder 
of Mutton to Dinner, and Mo- To not & 
Bit ont : | 

In ſhort, Hunger is a huge Temptation; 
and the Devil himſelf made Uſe of it, as 
an Argument to diſprove our bleſſed Savi- 
ours Divinity, and Power of turnin 
Stones into Bread; but that diabolical Teſ 
of our Lord's Veracity and Goodneſs, at - 
laſt turn'd to the Tempter's own Confuſion 
in the Anſwer, Now, he that gives Ear 
to this ſingle Reflexion, might with Eaſe 
(methinks) govern his Paſſion, 0 

18 
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his Wrath, and make a Vertue of his Ne- 
ceſ/ity, under the moſt preſſing Inſtances 
of Poverty, the moſt ſeducing Incitements 
of * or the moſt alluring Tempta- 
tions of Fleſh and Blood, to gratify his 
_ Luft, indulge his Luxury, and execute his 
Licentionſneſs, in a Pet, perhaps, only for 
the Diſappointment of a Dinner, or the 
Loſs of his daily Food. However, let the 
Neceſſity of Hunger, or Hardſhip, be ne- 
ver ſo urgent on the one Hand, and the 
Opportunity never ſo fair and tempting to 
the Commiſſion of a Theft, or an unfair 
Thing, to ſupport Nature on the other; 
there is yet no Apology at all to be made 
for ſtealing to ſatisfy the Belly, in ſo plen- 
tiful a Cormtry, where People are not forc d 
to hve by Rapine or Iniquity, and needed 
not to go to the Gallows for want either of 
Mork, of Employment, or of Bread, if they 
were but commonly honeſt and mnduſtri- 
Oris. | 
But if Corn ſhould grow ſo ſcarce again 
here, as it has been in former Days, (which 
Heaven auert) we ſhould ſoon find, that 
the Belly bad no Ears, with a Witneſs : 
And if our Eftes, either of Land, or of 
Money, were to be more equally divided 
"over again, to bring them to a better Pro- 
portion of Limit and Allowance, it woule 
puzzle the wiſeſt of our Engliſh Politiciant, 
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to perſwade particular People, by his Elo- 
quence, to give any Ear to Reaſons of 
State, or to heurten to Authority upon 
ſuch a Project for the publick Good. The 
great and the grave Cato made an admira- 
ble Oration formerly to the Romans, againſt 


the AGRARIAN Laws; and yet thought 


it a difficult Taſk to plead his Cauſe with 


Siicce ſe, upon the Account of this very 


P2overb., _ | 
Tis natural for Hunger to breed Choler 


in Abundance, which raiſes'the Paſſions to 


an exorbitant Degree of Diſſatisfuction and 
Madneſs. And ſince the Belly has no Ears 


then, I cannot but blame ſome careleſs 


giddy-brain'd Houſe-wives, by the By, 
that never mind how to pleaſe their hum- 
gry Huſbands, whoſe Callings and Confine- 
ments, perhaps, oblige em to an Hour ; 
that never conſult either their Intereſt, or 
their Health, in getting their Dinners rea- 
dy againſt a ſet Time, to prevent Quar- 
rels, and preſerve the Peace of the Family : 
Not conſidering, all the while, what Un- 
eaſmeſs, what Diſadvantage ſuch an un- 
kind Negligence may er 7 in Affairs 
of Moment, when the good Man is put out 
of Humour, upon the Diſappointment of 
his Expettations, and the balking of his 
critical Stomach for the whole Day. Bur, 
be that as it will, this Pꝛoverb, in fine, 

| ' ſeems 
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ſeems to be a moſt prudent Caution againſt 
contending with Hungry Perſons, or con- 
tradicting their quarrelſome, Tempers, by 
1ll-tim'd Apologies and Perſwaſions to Pa- 
tience. It is alſo, on the other Hand, a 
ſharp Reflexion upon thoſe Greedy-purs, 
who are ſo much addicted to the Pleaſures 
and Satisfactions of the Belly, that they 
will hear of nothing in Converſation, but 
what 1s agreeable to the luſcious Guſt of 
Gormandiging. In a Word, tis a Lefure 
of Civiltty,: as well as Diſcretion, not to 
«diſturb a Gentleman of a craving Appetite 
from his.Repaſt, nor to trouble him with 
unſeaſonable Addreſſes at Meal-Times 3 
which is as rude, as it is imprudent, to 
expect the Attention of his Ear, to a Mat- 
ter of Diſcourſe by the By, when he is en- 
gag d, Tooth and Nail, in the Buſineſs of 
the Belh, anda more neceſſary Affair of 
„ 1 
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PRO V. MIIII. 
Kiſſing goes by Favour, 


Reflexion, 


Do not know, whether the Man that 
4 kiſs'd bis Cow, was in the Right on't x 
but every one to his own Phancy : For 
People naturally Jove what they Ike, and 
greedily embrace what pleaſes them moſt, 
whether it be Milk or Mackrel, Fleſh and 
Blood, or any other Faucurite-Creature ; 
even from the ridiculous ing of 4 Cow, 
to the ſcandalous hugging of a Cat or a 
Dog now-a-days in t — | | 
Favourites always fare well, and live 
the beſt. They are ſure to be much made 
of in all Regards, both at Bed and Board, 
let who will elſe want in the Family. 
They are ſtill diſtinguiſh'd with particular 
Marks of Kindneſs and Bounty every 
where, both at Home and Abroad, whe- 
ther they deſerve it, or not, by the ſtricteſt 
Rules of Friendſhip, Juſtice, and Impar- 
tiality, to the Prejudice of all others, that 
are far more meritorious, pethaps, than 
themſelves, though leſs in Favour with 
their partial Supertors, Parents, Maſters, 
and Miſtreſſes, are but on often guilty - 
N *: its 
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the Pꝛoderb; and they unreaſonably 


make it good in a wrong Senſe, either as 
to their Chiklren, their Scholars, or their 
Servants, in a different Reſpect. _ 
"Tis a Piece of the groſſeſt Partiality, 
not to prefer thoſe Perſons in our Afettions 
and good Graces, that are molt wort hy of 
a juſt Indulgence, according to the Laws 
of right Reaſon, or common Prudence. I 
take 1t for granted, that the Church de- 
ſerves hetter of MoNARKCHV for ſupport- 
ing it, than any Conventicle does, that 
would pull it down, and level it with the 
Ground. And J hope it is not to be 
doubted, but that Royal Favour, and the 


public Eſtabliſhment, are ſtill on our Side, 


and will countenance real Merit, to all 
Poſterity ; notwithſtanding this Dꝛoverb 
ſeems to be fo much prejydigd in Favour 
of the Fanaticks, or on the Behalf of Hy- 
pactites and Occaſional Conformiſis. 

If antrinſick Worth and Merit always 
took Place, either in the Court, the Camp, 
or the Country, we ſhould enjoy Halcyon- 
Days, and have fine Times in a proſperous 
Scene of a profound laſting Peace: For 
then Truth and Sincerity, Fuſtice and In- 
regrity, Honour and Honeſty, would for 
erer flouriſb and abound, But Phancy to 
much governs the World on the one Side, 
and Intereſt cuzr-rules it fo much on the 
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other, that there is little or no Room left 
for abſolute Merit to come in Play, or in 
Competition with either of them for Pre- 
ferment. I do not ſay what Changes there 
would be in the State then, if Ming did 
not go by Favour, I do not mean, that we 
ſhould not have the ſame LORD Hicy 
ADMIRAL OF ENGLAND, the ſame Lord 
ELieuTENaNT OF IRELAND, the ſame 
GENERAL1SSIMO OF ALL HER MaJEsSTY's 
FoRces, and ſo forth; but ſome inferiour 
Officers,of little Worth and Vertue might, 
perhaps loſe their Places fort, to make 
Way for the Promotion of Perſons of grea- 
ter Merit, and better a, weer 

However, Phancy paſſes Beauty ſtill in 
all Affairs, either of preferring or admi- 
ring our Favourites ;, and Beauty it ſelf 
has no other Prerogative, than what pro- 
ceeds from meer Phancy. The Imagina- 
tion is ſtruck with a ſingular Idea, which 
_ captivates the Mind, ſeizes upon the Fudg- 

ment, and leads Reaſon in Triumph. Love 
is quite blind ; and while it ſees no Imper- 
fefions in the belov'd Object, it kiſſes in 
the Dark, and judges only by Favour. 
Favouk , that unaccountable Fondneſs, 
which is ſufficient to make Black white, 
and White black;; to recommend Defor- 
mity it ſelf to an Afection, to think a fly 
Coxcomb fit to be made a Privy-Connſelor, 
22 or 
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or to phancy a dirty Drab at laſt weltenoughi 
qualify'd to become a Lady of Honour, 
Vho but the fond fooliſh PARIS, would 
have given the GOLDEN APPLE to VENUS, 
upon a Contention for it with Juno and 
 Paitas? Who would have adjudg'd it to 
an airy Crack, rather than to a majeſtick, 
a graceful, or a chaſt Goddeſs £ But when 
we find fantaſtick Beauty preferr d before 
Dignity, Wiſdom, and Vertue, we may 
verily believe, that Arfing goes. by Fa- 
Vour. : 

By the By then, every Man muſt be al- 
low'd to love a pretty Woman ; but not 
better than ſhe deſerves by her Beauty, 
and the Fairneſs of her Complexion, which 

are only viſionary, perithable, outſide 
Ornaments of Body nor /o well neither 
in Compariſon of another Lady, though 
not half ſo Hhandſom, who is endu'd yet 
with far more durable Excellencies of 
Mind. How fortunate are ſome People to 
be admir'd, even for their Uglineſa, others 
to be prais'd for their Follies, and ſome 
again to be belov'd for their Faults, and 
Killing other Nomen beſides their own 
Wives ! Theſe are the Effects of a raſb 
Judgment, in a partial Reſpect of Perſons. 
The Paſſions of the Mind are prejudic'd, 
and an over-weening Aftection favours the 
wrong Party. i; AER | 
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This phanciful Pꝛoverb has alſo crept 
into our Schools, as well as Cburch and 
State, and has almoſt abſolutely diſcarded 
SOLOMON's Rule of an impartial CorreSion. 
It has ſo far blinded our eaſy Pedagogues, 
as either to give up, or to forfeit their 
Authority. It has quite cancell d the fun- 
damental Conſtitution of inferiour Diſci- 
pline, and abrogated the very beſt Laws of 
the Birch; which injoin an equal Diſtri- 
bution of Rewards and Puniſhments, with- 
out any Favour or Affection, or Regard to the 
Quality of the dull Delinguents in the one 
Caſe, and of the diligent Well-doers in the 
other, according as they fairly deſerve 
for their Performances, good or bad ; fo 
negligent on that Hand, or ſo ingenious on 
this, as to baffle the Mꝛoberb, and to 
make Kiſſing go (as it ever oyght to do) 
by downright Merit, In the mean Time. 
no Reſpe of Perſons can be lawful, where 
the Worthier does not take Place, and ob- 
tain the Preference, as well as the Prece- 
dency of the more Unworthy in our Favonr, = 


A; PROV, 


230 Moral Reflexion; 


O . 
Give him a RowLanD for his Oliver. 
5 Neflexion. 
I 7 OU ſhall have as good as you bring, 
<a Billing ſgate >, not to ſay, worſe. 
Toure a Whore, and you're a Whore, is 
the Language of all Scolds, from an Oy- 
fter-Huſfſy to a Lady of Pleaſure. 'I'was 
_ pleaſant enough to hear two Tongue-Pads 
a-ſcolding once, and giving one another 
the Lie. Why, ſays the one, Thou ly 
like a Punk, a;Thief, and a Witch. Well! 
but ou Bitch you, ſays the aber, you lie 
like an Almanach maler, that lies every 
| our of the Day, and all the Tear long : 
Do, you Fade you cut-do the famous Bully 
P-—TRIDGE, and the infamous Doctor 
Os, in Lying. Nou, this is the Quint 
eſſence of all Female Quarrels. Like for 
like, is the fundamental Conſtitution of Ri- 
- baldry and Detraction among the foul Sex, 
who are naturally peevith, froward, and 
ungovernable in the Liberty of their 
Tongues. ; | | 
A Couple of brawling Shrews, . well- 
match'd in a Tongue-Duel, out-do all the 
Bells in a Pariſh, or Bull-baitings in the 
1 a „ King- 
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Kingdom, for unmanly Noiſe and Barba- 
rity. Two ſuch jangling Clappers out of 
the Church-Steeple, are enough to turn all 
the Drink in the Neigbourhood , and 
ſowre the very Society of the World. The 
Loudneſs of their Rattle, and the Vio- 
lence of their Contention, like a Peal of 
Thunder, 1s ſufficient to diſturb the four 
Elements, and raiſe ſuch a Storm at Lyn, 
as requires the Prayers of the Church. If 
they could but ſpeak Broadſides of Bombs 
and Carcaſſes, they would do well in 2 
Line of Battel at Sea, and give the beft 
Account of the French Fleet, after an En- 
— in the Mouth of the Streights, 

owever, happy is the deaf Man, that 
has a ſeoldmg ie; happy be, who' is 
inſenſible of her boiſterous Clack, and can- 
not ply her with the Pꝛoberb, in Return 
of her Rallying and Clamour ! For other- 
wiſe, ſhe would give him ten Olivers for 
one Rowland, aſſert the Breeches at the 
Expence of her Duty, Obedience, or Breed. 
ing, and endanger all his Senſes at once, 

FD een 
But this P2overb is more maſculine and 
manly yet, than fo authorize the Uſe of 
ill Language upon the moſt diſingenuous 
Treatment of Obloquy or Slander. It would 
argue a womaniſh Weakneſs in a Man, to 
call Names, or to return as baſe Words as 
24 are 


232 Moral Reflexions 


are given, upon the greateſt Provocation 
of InveQive, Aſperſion, and Calumny, ei- 
ther of the Lip, or in Print. Female- 
Differences only, are to be manag d and 
decided by the Dint of Scolding, or Rail- 
lery 5 but the Controverſies of MEN ought 
to be more mannerly adjuſted, and brought 
to an amicable Accommodation upon civil 
Terms and good Language, rather than 
enflam d by ful Expreſſions, perſonal Re- 
flexions, and unpardonable Reproaches on 
both Sides, into endleſs Confisſion and 
Scandal of the Matter in Debate. How 
ſcandalous would it look for two zealous 
hot-headed Party-Doctars, to fall from 
diſbuting about a Point of Learning, to 
downright Logger-heads! To bully one 
another in Knowledge, fight it out in a 
Tavern, and make the Church ten Times 
more Militant, than it would be in tri- 
umpbing over its avow'd Enemies, by en- 
joy ing a profound Peace in its own Bo- 

Tom, and being unanimous in Convocation, 
as well as Cofee-Houſes An Afﬀront is 
not to be repay d with an Indignity, among 
Men of Senſe, Letters, or Sobriety, with- 
out Lofs of Credit on one Side, and Dan- 
ger of Reflexion or Inſany on the ot her. 
To give a Man a Slap on the Fage for a 
Box on the Ear, 1s only enhancing the 
Fuarrel, confounding the Ciieſtion, and 
ee Ot M 
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vilifying the Profeſſion of the Combatants, 
whether they be Divines, Lawyers, or 
Phyſicians , among whom, neither 11 
Words, Blome, nor the Sword, ought to 
determine the Conteſt. Fty-Cuffs are the 
fitteſt for Car-men or Porters ; calling of 
Names,forWater-men, — the foul-mouth'd 
OBSERVATOR, or REVIEW ; and Duel- 
ling, for Pimps, Sharpers, Hettors, Bul- 
lies, or bloody Butchers - All excluded 
the Benefit of this P2overb, in Point of 
civil Converſation, and honourable Treat- 
ment, . | 
In fine, this Saying is not always to be 
taken in a bad Senſe : It does not diſcard 
an innocent Reparty out of human Society. 
A witty quick Reply, upon a Queſtion 
ſtarted among Friends, if it does not ſa- 
vour too much of the Banter and Feft, is 
wonderful! —.— in Company; for 
it ſeaſons all Diſcourſe, like Salt, with a 
grateful Guſt, garniſhes all our Talk, and 
makes it entertaining to the laſt Degree of 
Reliſh, Splendor, and Diverſion. It ſharpens 
the Taſte of the moſt inſipid Palate, and 
quickens the Company into Gaiety, good Hu- 
mour, and Admiration of its Elegancy. And 
then again, a ſmart Anſwer within the 
Compaſs of good Manners, how queint or 
ſevere ſoever, to a ſcandalous Libel, either 
againſt the Church or the State, may ver | 

N | we 
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well plead the Privilege of this P2overb, 
without arguing the Licentiouſneſs of the 
Preſs ; if good Manners in writing againſt 
Buffoons, WRlos, and Republicans, with 
Candour and Civility, be not dead with 
the late facetious and complaiſant Sir R 
L' Eftrange : For why thould not loyal 
Authors, or ToklEs, have the Liberty, 
upon all Occaſions, to give thoſe rebel- 
Iious Fanaticks an honourable RowLAaND 
for their infamous OLIVER ? * 
Ihe main Streſs of this modern Adage, 


ſeems to be couch'd under the ancient Law 
of Retaliation; and old as it is, it is not 
yet obſolete, nor out of Uſe, at this Day, 
among People that act up to the Rigour of 
a revengeful Requital upon every Turn, 
An Eye for a Eye, and a Tooth for a Tooth, 
ſays the hard-hearted Few; but a Chriſtian 
ought to be, of a better Temper, of a 
peaceable, or a forgetting Diſpoſition, and 
to forgive his Enemies, Perſecutors, and 
Slanderers, in Spite of the private Re- 
venge either of hardWords,or rude Attions ; 
Neither does it become his Character, al- 
ways out of a Spirit of Vexation, to caſt 
the Cauſe of an,opprobious Affront, or a 
contumelious Injury, upon an Iſſue of pub- 
lick Juſtice. A little more Charity practis d 
among Men with common: Prudence and 
Diſeretion, would prevent a great deal of 
—_ Mans: 
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Wrangling in the World. However yet, 
a paſlionate Love of Loyalty in former Days, 
firſt broach'd this honeſt Expreſſon, of 
giving a ſawcy Roundbæad a ROWLAND for 
his OLIVER; as certain as that noble 
Cavalier MoNK did in vindicating that 
Right, by returning the Diſſentert as 
good as they brought, in the bappy Re 
ſtauration of an injur d MoNARcRH: 
If the Mercy of the reſtor d Prince had 
not over-{way'd his Fuſtice , 'confirm'd 
to the plundering Sequeſtrators their ill. 
gotten Eſtates, and crown'd his Return, 
at laſt, with Ingratitude to his beſt 
Friends, and the Beggary of his moſt 
faithful Subjects, through a too generous 
Oblivion of their Crimes, Rebellion, Rob- 
bery, and Sacrilege, and an ill advis'd 
7 nk both of their Perſons and Poc- 
kets, without being oblig d to refumd 3 
Farthing towards the Relief of many poor 
Sufferers, whom they had utterly ruin d 
by Oppreſſion, Rapine, and Pillage. This 
was not Like for Like, according to the 
Law of thoſe Republican Rapparees under 
OLIvER's Protection. This was not requi- 
ting the Kindneſſes and good Services of 
the TokiEs on the one Hand, nor retalia- 
ting the Injuries and Iniquities of the 
Wriss on the other. In thort, this was 
not acting up to the Character of Row- 
re | LAND 
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LAND in the Pꝛoverb, nor to the Rea- 
ſon of a juſt Retribution. To ſay no more 
then, though Loſers have Leave ts talk at 
large, this loyal Sarcaſm was not calcula- 
ted to create a Civil War in the Kingdom; 
but intended rather to put honeſt Cavaliers 
upon their Guard againſt ſuch a growing 
Uſurpation, or a proſperous Faction, and 
to cruſh the Cockatrice in the Egg upon its 
firſt hatching of Miſchief; to eſpouſe their 
lawful Prince's Cauſe, and to reſtore a 
languiſhing Monarchy to its former Vigour 
and Glory. And this may, at all Times, 
ſerve inſtead of a Proclamation to awaken 
the ſleepy Church, and rouſe the drowſy 
State out of the Lethargy of a 228 Mo- 
deration, in Oppoſition to thoſe Oliverian 


Projeftors, that would at any Time limit, 
mix, and mince the eſtabhſh'd Government 
into a Commonwealth again, by inverting 
the Pꝛoverb, and impoſing an ignoble 
PROTECTOR upon the Nation, inſtead 
of 4a RoYAL SOVEREIGN. 
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PRO VN. VV. 


'Tis an ill Wind that blows no Body 
Good. 


Reflexion. 

OME Body will always be the better 

O for other People's Miſcarriages, either 
in Point of Manners, Inſtruction, or mend- 
ing his own Miftakes for the Future. One 
lofes, and another wins; one falls, and 
another riſes 5 one's beggar'd, and another 
is enrich'd by't; and lo the Game of the 
World goes round. In ſhort, it is as na- 
tural for ſome Perſons to profit by the Cala- 
mities or croſs Accidents of others, as for the 
Wdd to blow upon the Earth, let it come 
from what Quarter ſoever of the Univerſe, 
"Tis true, the Eaſtern Corner was ever 
reckon d the worſt for ENGLAND, both as 
to Man and Beaſt ; but when all's done, 
it never fails yet of blowing ſome Body 
Good at laſt, in the various Revolutions of 
Fortune, Traffick, or the Times; either 
by IVracks at Sea in a Storm, or by better 
IWeather at Land, than Hurricanes of 
State and Contraſto's of Government. 
The late terrible TEMPEST, which hap- 
pen'd November 26 and 27, 1703, Was 
attended 
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attended with the moſt 15. N ill Conſe- 
quences that can be expreſs d; and yet it 
made well for the Carpenters, Bricklayers, 
Glaſiers, and others, in their Way of Bu- 
fineſs, or in their Senſe of Things: Inſo- 
much, that I believe ſome of em made a 


Banter of the JUDGMENT with this D- 


verb ; and it was a common Saying among 
them, at the ſame Time, as I have heard, 


that it was an ill Wind blew no Body Good. 
However, there will always be particular 


Advantages in a general Calamity, what 
Uſe ſoever ſuch ſorry People make of it, 
whether Good or Bad. But it is ill ſpor- 
Fing with the angry Powers Above, and 
on 1 like blurting againſt the THUNDER. 
o bring Good out of Evil, is Gob 
ALMrcntyY's own great Work. That 
STORM was as remarkable for the Death 
of ſeveral extraordinary Perſons, as diſ- 
mal in the Concluſion of its heaping up 


* Houſes together in Rubbiſh : But nothing 


makes it more memorable to me, by the 


| By, than a indy Harangue I heard upon 
hat 


Occaſion, before a numerous Aſſem- 
bly, from a thundering Preacher, who aſ- 
&1b'd the JUDGMENT of it, out of the 
Pulpit, in a great Meaſure, to Nocruk- 
NAL PolTlurlodNs: His Text was the th 
Verſe of the Ath PsAl : Stand in Awe, 


and ſin not. Commune with your own 


Heart, 
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Heart, and in your Chamber, and be — 
Now, Chambering and Wantonneſs are hor- 
rid Sins indeed; but how well or ill this 
Notion anſwerd for the Character of 
SOME of thoſe very Perſons that periſh'd 
in the common Calamity, I am not able to 
determine: Only, Ithink, we are loft in 
our Reaſon, if we either bring down a 
decreeing Providence to every Skip of a Flea 
on the one Hand, or if we attribute a ju- 
dicial, divine, national Vengeance to the 
Crimes of any particular Whore-maſter, on 
the other, not excepting the moſt publick,, 
as well as private Debauchee. 
But Jet that be as it will, all religious 
Controverſy a- part, we ſhall find ſome Be- 
nefig ſtill even in Misfortune ; for it gene- 


rally makes us either wiſer or better, than 


we were before in the full Career of our 
PROSPERITY. Afiidion is the Mother of 
Vertue lt teaches us the Art of Patience, 
Perſeverance, and Contentment . It calls 
us Home from the moſt extravagant Ram- 
ble, and tames the wildeſt Temper in the 
World. In a Word, it gives us a Glimpſe 
of the PROMIS D LAND in the Wilderneſs 
of our Vagarics. If the learned ZENo 
had not been ſhipwrackd, he had never 
betaken himſelf ſo cloſe to the Study of 
Philoſophy ; which afterwards prov'd his 
chief Happineſs, and the Honour of his 
| whole 


240 Moral Reflexions 
whole Life. No Man can deny, but that 
it is a proſperous Voyage, to be caſt away 
even at Court for a good Conſcience, or to 


fuffer the Puniſhment of Poverty and Con- 


zempt, for an honeſt byal Principle : So 


that this P2overb turns all for the beſt 


ſtill, to the faithful Moraliſt, and bears 


him up through all Misforrunes trium- 


phantly.. Beſides, Adverfity is commonly 
accompany d with this 2 Effect too, 
that, when we are forſaken by our falſe 
Friends, we have a more particular Re- 
gard then to our ſelves upon the Experi- 
ence ; and let who will gather up our 
Winp-FaLLs, or take our Places, we find 
our ſelves little worſe at long Run, for the 
Lyſs of thoſe gawdy unconſtant Trumpe- 
ries of Fortune, as Riches and Honour, 
The true State of our ADAGE then, will 


be this, that there is a Remedy in Poiſon ; 


and that Diſeaſes themſelves, as well as 
ather Misfortunes, are good for ſomething. 
There's ſome Benefit to be reap'd ſtill, ei- 
ther of Health and Devotion from the one, 
or of Prudence and Integrity from the 
other; if we do but make a right Uſe of 
our Tyyals in all Caſes, Caſualties, and 
Incumbrances, either of Body or of Mind. 
In fine, we are often getting ſomething or 
other alſo, by the very DEATH of our 
deareſt Friends and neareſt Relations ; 
though 
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though I would not have his taken by the 
wrong Handle neither, as if I meant to 
have ſuch WiND-FALLs of Fortune rec- 
kon'd among the Bleſſmgs of our own 
wicked over-haſty Defires, and undutiful 
longing Expectations to ſee them in their 
Graves, for the Lucre of what is left ws 
by their LAST WiLLs and TESTAMEN Ts. 
There are bountiful Diſaſters enough in the 
World, beſides ſuch unnatural and un- 
grateful Hopes of inheriting all the Ad- 
vantages of this miſinterpreted Pꝛoverb 
with a 7eſt. 

Let the Wind blow never ſo bard, where- 
ſoever it liſts, J am well fatisfy'd it is al- 
ways appointed for ſome good Purpoſe or 
other ; for 'tis GoD ALMIGHTY's Weather 
ftill, and that muſt needs be the beſt for 
us ; or elſe JUPITER's bold Farmer had 
never repented of his Bargain. Such Sea- 
{ons of Sorrow, Want, or n 
are ſometimes highly 2 for our 
Correction: We ſhoul otherwite forger 
whereabouts we are, and what we are a 
doing, They put us in Mind of our Du- 
ty, our thankleſs Practices, and our un- 
bounded Wiſhes, as if we were to govern 
every Blaſt of Wind for our own Ends, 
without any Reformation of Matters in the 
World. But I would not launch out too 
far neither, for fear of a Storm; and be- 


wg 
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ing ſafe in the Port ſtill from any Malig- 
nity of the Nꝛoverb, I ſhall only mention 
a particular comical , Story in Defence of 
it, all Miſconſtructions a- part: L went once. 
to ſee an old Acquaimance, and to condole 
with him for the Loſs of his Wife, who. 
had been dead about a Manth, I think. 
Well! Man, ſaid he, Pil never trouble 
Jour, ſelf: for that Tis only a BENEFIT 
i lnssanu, doit oh ud Hi 

However, ſane vulgar People, after all, 
often make an unmannerly Uſe of this 
P2overb, and are apt to apply it rudely 
to every PUEF of the Poſleriors. I do not 
know how far KINO James the Firlt's: 


Lam may juſti a Mans! reaking Mind 


backwards in Company 5 but J am ſure, 
though It may, perhaps, diſoblige A Neigb- 


benr-at ſecond Hand, yet it may do him- 


felF @ great deal of Cod in the Cholick: 
So that even this alſo verifies the notable 
OLD SAYING ſtill, either, in Point of 
H ealth, Eaſe, or ſome. other Aduantage. 
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PRO V. XLVI. 


Look not too high, leſt a Chip fall in 
your Eye. 


Reflex ion. 

WAS Pride firſt threw Lucirkk 
| out of Heaven, and ſent him pre- 
ſently a packing to a Helliſh Place of end- 
leſs Miſery and Puniſhment, for his auda- 
cious Inſolence. His high and mighty Looks 
were ſoon taken down, and his aſpiring, 
Impudence chang d into woful Torment, 
for attempting ſaucily to rival, to inſult, 
or to ung his CREATOR: So that even 
Angels themſelves would book too high, if 
they ſhould not be contented with the 
beatifick Viſion, and act within their pro- 
per Sphere of a due Diſtance, or an appoin- 
ted Subordination. Such bold and big 
Pretenſions exceed the Bounds of a celeſtial 
Humility, Piety, or Perfection. But this 
1s too ſublime, perhaps, by the By, for the 

Buſineſs of a humble Pꝛoverb. . 
Pride, however, is undoubtedly the great 
Blind of all our inferior Actions in the 
tower World. It turns Men into Mon- 
lers, Giants, and Rebels, both againſt 
Heaven and Earth, It coſt our fit Pa- 
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rents Paradiſe, and the Pleaſure of their 
primitive Innocence; as their Ambition was 
complicated with a diſobedient Search af- 
ter Knowledge, to become as wiſe and as 
good as their MAKER. It alſo brought 
haughty HAMAN to the Gallows at laſt, 
in the midſt of all his Pomp and Prefer- 
ment, and mounted him fifty Cubits high, 
only for an Example of a dangerous Pre- 
fumption, or a Spectacle of an offending 
r TE ONTO (0357, 
 Fhis ſame Pride again gave PHAETHON 
a dreadful Fall for his ambitious  Foolery, 
in meddling with what he was not able to 
manage. The Height of Ambition turn d 
the Brain of this youthful, giddy, arro- 
gant- Horſpur,; and down he came head- 
long with a Thimder, for fear of burning 
what was only to be warm'd by the en- 
Hvening Beams of à well-govern'd S 
And though the Story be fabulous, yet it 1s 
abundantly moral:z'd over and over now- 
a-days, among thouſands of preſumptuous, 
aſpiring little People upon Earth, who 
are ſo puff d up with Promotion, and ſwoln 
With Inſolence, that they burſt into Ruin, 
Sbame, and Nothing in the End; or what 
is worſe than Nothing, they either get an 
it Name living, or ſuffer a; monumental 
Scandal and Diſaracꝰ after Death. They 
ſoar too near the Sun, to be ſafe. in their 
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daring Flights, and ſink at laſt into an 
Abyſs of Pride and Perdition of their own 
ſeeking and Courtſhip. In ſhort, proud 
imperious Perſons will always be climbing 
ſo high, till a Chip falls in their Eye, as 
the Pꝛoverb jingles ; and then they muſt 
tumble of Courſe, blindfold, Gob knows 
whither, in the Event of a fatal AMBI- 
TION. 

What is Pride, but the Precipice of De- 
ſtruction? Does not the ambitious Man 
ftand all the while upon the Brink of a 
Fall? There's no ſure Footing upon the 
Top of ſo ſteep a Hill, the Pinnacle of Ho- 
nour, the Monument of Glory, or the 
Meather-cock of Fortune. Aſpiring too 
high, looks like going up the Ladder, on- 
ly to be turn d off genteely. Height it ſelf 
commonly begets Giddineſs, It creates an 
Unſteadinzſs of Mind, produces ſtrange 
Aoprebenſions, makes the exalted Man ſtag- 
ger upon the Danger of a falſe Step, and 
ſeldom or never fails of bringing his lofty 
Head down at laſt to the Bottom. The 
higheſt Station is but precarious and uncer- 
tain at beſt : And I queſtion whether there 
are not ſome ill-diſpos' d, ſawey, high- 
minded People watching daily, if not 
wiſhing alſo, for the Fal of GREAT GE- 
NERALS, who, they think, ſtand only up- 
on ſlippery Ground with a Wi: nels, becauſe 

we * they 
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they are not of their Kidney, Council, 
Faction, Intereſt, or Promotion. Such 


Arrogance deſerves to be exemplarily pu- 


niſh'd in the Expectation. 

However, the Pꝛoverb is no Fault, 
but reproves even prond Kings for their 
Sakes, who do not Took too high, do not 
imperiouſly fly in their Faces for Revenge; 
do not, like uſurping bloody- minded Tray- 
tors, barbarouſly murder their ſacred Per- 
ſons, at the Foot of the Account: While 
thoſe arbitrary and domineering Princes, 
on the other Hand, perhaps, uncontrou- 
2 tyrannize, inſult, and perſecute tlieir 

ful humble Servants , and obedient 
Subjefts. But a popular petulant Conten- 
tion with our Superiors and Severeigns, 
out of meer Haughtineſs, Malice, or Miſ- 
chief, is never like to fare better, than to 
be baffled with the utmoſt Confuſ ion Ot 
Face, as well as the Loſs of Life, For- 


tune, or Liberty. The inſolent Compe- 


tition is unnatural , and the Arrogance 
highly imprudent. Every ſuch irregular 
Advancement, in Defiance of Royal Power 
and Prerogative, is a large Step towards a 
1 7 e Downfall, 

Ve have many excellent good Leſſons 
of this Kind, beſides the comical Pꝛoverb 
of not looking too high, for fear of the 
worſt, given us 2gainſt the ay 
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ctices of Ambition; as particularly, Haſty 
Climbers have ſudden Falls, And this may 
ſerve as an inc mparable Caution, er Re- 
proof rather to ſome proud Upſtarts, leſt a 
ſudden Change ſhould happen in the twinł- 
ling of an He, and humble their Hick 
AND MicHTiNESSEs, It is likewiſe a 
diſcreet Check upon ſeveral high-flown 
Court-Favonrites, who may riſe on a ſud- 
den, perhaps, from a lam Condition, to a 
large Eſtate, or the higheſt Pitch of Glo- 
ry, and in a little Time, fa as faſt again 
into their original Obſcnrity, or dwindle 
into nothing of Extract, Honour, and 
Commendation. Fallen Stars loſe all 
their Hrightneſe, and become contemptible 
out of Ke ſhining Orbe; their Luſtre 
goes off as ſoon as they are dtn, and the 
worthleſs Thing is deſpis d: So when 
Beauty fails, the Admiration ceales, and 
turns either into a downright Diſreſpeck, 
or an unregarding Indifferency. This ſeems 
to be the Danger then of ies to great 
Dignity ; namely, that all the haſty Ad- 
vanceme?nts of ambitious Perſons, are apt to 
beget Pride; and that Pride never fails of 
railing Folly in themſelvzs, as well as En- 
ay In others So that what with the fawcy 
Impertinence, or preſumptuous Security gf 
the one, and the vigilant Cenſortoufnelt, 
or malevolent Infinnations of the grey, 
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they muſt needs be cruſb d between both 
off- hand, and hurry'd out of Favour with 
an inſulting Kind of Precipitation and 
Triumph. Fs 
But this Pꝛoverb turns upon another 
Foot alſo, beſides taking Heed how we 
climb up too high to come at Court-Preſer- 
ments, or to graſp at inconſtant Riches and 
Honour Though it is Matter of Hiſtory, 
with what Succeſs the famous S1k WAI- 
TER RAWLEIGH ventur'd at laſt to im- 
bark upon this rotten Bottom of Ambition + 
what Courſe he fteerd to Royal Favour, 
and what came on't in the End of his Ele- 
vation, and great Services, Why, tis a 
Wonder his Heart did not fail him to 
climb at all, upon this ſingle Conſidera- 
tion, that the higheſt Flood always has the 
loweſt Ebb, and the higheſt Standing, the 
loweſt Fall. But be it as it will, this goad 
old Saying teaches us, over and above yet, 
the Happineſs of a contented Life in a mean 
Station, without hazarding our Heads, 
by aiming at too high Things, without 
hurting our Eyes by arrogant Proſpetts, 
without leſſening our Fftates by prodigal 
Prefumptions, without prejudicing our Per- 
ſons by inſolent Practices, and without en- 
danger ing our Lives at laſt by any hig h- 
own Ambition. Happy he then, thrice 
Kappy, that can adjuſt all his Actions, 
= wee Under 
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Undertakings, or Attempts whatſoever, to 
this ſtanding Rule of Moderation, and the 
modeſteſt Maxim of Morality ! He, I 
mean, whoſe Projects are carry d on no 
higher than the Pꝛoverb preſcribes, with 
5 5 to his PERSON, and the Securit 
of his FORTUNE, upon this comfornable 
Experience in a Country Retirement, that 
the talleſt Tree hath the greateſt Fall, 


PROV. XLVIL 
Faſt bind, faſt find. 


Reflexion. 


5 IS a loſe Age we live in, and 
lewd to the laſt Degree, in Point 

of good Faith, as well as good Manners. 
Many Men are ſo mad, even out of Bed- 
lam, that there is no dealing with them, 
except they be bound, Knavery ſeems now 
to be in its Zenith, and looks giddy with 
its own Height; but we may deſpair of 
its Declenſion yet, till an univerſal Refor- 
matiom of Fraud, Intereſt, and Tasca 
brings it down lower, upon a Level with 
common Honeſty. = FD 
There's no Faith in Man, quoth CoLE- 
MAY, upon the Diſappointment of his Ex- 
ak TE pectations 
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pectations at Tyburn ; where he was 27d 
faſt enough from telling of Stories, and 
making of Plots or Diſcoveries. Court- 
Promiſes are not to be rely'd on, without 
a wiſe Diſtruſt, till they areperform'd, and 
we can BRAO of them in the Enjoyment. 
If Policy or Intereſt makes the Favour ne- 
ceſſary, perhaps it may be granted ; for 
the Courtier is bound in Conſcience then to 
do Wonders. I remember an Addreſs 
made to a Great Man, ſeveral Years ago, 
by a poor Relation, for ſome Preferment : 
Why, ſays the DUKE, if you hear of any 
Thing worth your While, I'll give it a Lift. 
Now, ſomething conſiderable was found 
out accordingly ; and the mighty Lift 
begg'd for't ; but nothing ever yet done in 
it, to this Day, nor any other  Kendneſs 
beſtow'd upon the Petitioner's Family, af- 
ter all the Obligations of Honour, Friend- 
ſhip, and Veracity: So that Werde are 
but Wind, at this Rate, be they never. fo 
ſedate, fair, and calm about the inconſtant 
Weather-cock, It looks as if no Faith was 
to be kept with Inferiors, or as if Great 
Men were of another Religim, and little 
.Penple to be reckon d Hereticks, 
After many ſuch Diſappointments, and 
Falſe Practices of this Quality, who would 
believe the faireſt Pretences and Profeſſions 
of Affability, Courteſy, aN 
c . 17 Lo_ 
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Who would take a Place of Preferment 
for granted, upon Honour, before he was 
actually put in Paſſæſſion on't? Who would 
expect to find a Gentleman as good as his 
Mord, true to his Truſt, faſt: to his Pro- 
miſe, firm to his Proteſtations, or faithful 
to his Friend at laſt ; a Man, I mean, that 
is no faſter bound to this Behaviour, than 
by a little Flattery, Complement, and 
Diflimulation 2 When Apollo made Love 
to Caſſandra, ſhe would not yield to his 
Deſire, and yet countenanc'd him ſo far 
ſtill, as to keep on the Amour, till the had 
got the Gift of Prophecy from him; but 
then the rejected all his Adareſſes Points 
blank, and broke Faith with her Friend: 
Upon this, Apollo finding it inconſiſtent 
with his Honour and Majeſty, to reaſſume 
the Grant, he reſolv'd to lay a Puniſhment 
upon't ; ſo that whatever Caſſandra ſhould 
prophecy for the Future, no Body ſhould 
ever give any Credit to't. This is the 
Fate of all common Lzers, not to be be- 
liev'd when they ſpeak Truth; of all no- 
torious Cheats, not to be truſted, when 
they would deal boneſtly; and of all gene- 
ral Lovers, not to be receiv'd, when they 
are really in earneſt, or ſincere. Lying, 
Cheating, and Inconſtancy, muſt needs 
find but few Confidents, Cuſtomers, or 

| humble 
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humble Servants, after ſo fair a Warning 
to the World. | | 
And ſince ſo it is, that People are fo 


loofe and perfidious, in general, what can 


be a greater Point of Prudence, than to be 
upon our Guard againſt Treachery and Im- 
poſition, in all our Dealings and Tranf- 
actions of Affairs, either in buying or ſel- 
ling, borrowing or lending, giving or taking, 
in order to preſerve a good Cnderſtard. 
ing, and a laſting Friendſhip among mu- 
tual Correſpondents ? Tis a wife Way to 
make a Bargain, as ſure as Earneſt, Obli- 
gation, or Ftimony can bind it, for fear 
of meeting with a Sharper in the Multi- 
tude of fair Dealers, that will play faſt 
and loofe with his Word, and flinch from 
his own Agreement. For there are Pick- 
pockets in all honeſt Crowds, and they 
creep into the very Churches too, when 
they are full. However, a Man's Word 
ought to be as good as his Bond, to all 
Intents and Purpoſes ; and he that has no 
more Conſcience, than the Law will oblige 
him to have, ſhall take none of my Mo- 
ney - But for all that, to prevent Vexa- 
tion, Trouble, and Wrangling in Weſt- 

minſter-Hull, five and twenty or thirt 
Years together, for an Act of Kindneſs, tis 
the ſafeſt Way to have good Security under 
Hand and Scal, to ſhew for the Perfor- 
| mAance 
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mance of his Promiſes. And that will not 
do neither, neither hinder, nor make an 
End of a Quarrel, unleſs the Clerk be 
a Perſon of Integrity, without the leaſt 
Fault or Flaw of a Caterpillar, that neg- 
lets /iening Releaſes upon the Concluſion 
of an old jaded Cauſe, on Purpole to pro- 
long, and multiply everlaſting Suits into a 
Plague, and entail the Infection upon the 
Polkerit) of his Client. 
It is a hard Matter to find a Perſon now- 
a- days, that is fit to be truſted with a Se- 
cret, and much leſs with our Money or 
Goode, without ſome previous Obligation 
of the Law, as well as Fidelity, Fuſtice, 
and Conſcience, Conſcience ! ( ſaid a cer- 
tain bad Pay-maſter to his Creditor, that 
demanded a Debt juſtly due to him, for 
Conſcience-ſake ;) WHAT S Thar? THE 
ITCH? So that there's no taking ſuch a 
Fellow's Word for a Fartbing, unleſs he do 
formally ſqueeze Mar for the Payment ont. 
In ſhort, we ſhould live in a diſſolute State 
of War and Rapine, without Laws to go- 
vern the Licentious, and preſerve the Peace 
of the World: Hos Ghoſt would rife. 
up in Judgment, upon ſuch 'a lawleſs 
Confuſion. But there is no Lam yet to 
prevent the Growth of Hypocriſy, both in 
Church and State; and nothing leſs than 
the Power of an 44 of Parliament, = 
make 
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make ſome Men juſt to either Church or 
Conventicle, and bind em faſt enough to 
their Duty, under the unreſtrain'd Liberty 
of conforming to both, upon Occaſion of 
Freak, Intereſt, and Advantage. 

This old Jingle holds true yet, from the 
Oblig ations of Law, to the hooping of 4 
Hog ſbead. It preſerves the Vine, and 
makes the Vintner and the Cooper faſt 
Friends. It reflects upon all ſlippery Tricks, 
that are play'd the credulous, the eaſy, 


and the negligent Manager of Affairs, and 


reproaches him with his own Loſs, Diſad. 
vantage, or Imprudence, in the End. It 
brings the careleſs Keeper to the Stool of 
Repentance, upon the Eſcape of a Priſoner, 


for want of a ſtrong Chain. It puts the 
gull d Huſband in Mind of his Folly and 


Shame, upon the Elopement of his Wife, 

for want of ſtrict Confinement. It touches 
the chows'd Creditor in the moſt ſenſible 
Part, upon the Deſpair of a round Sum of 


Money, for want of good Security. It 
makes a wild extravagant Apprentice ſerve 


our His Time, left he ſhould: loſe his In- 
dentures, or be diſappointed of his Free- 
dom. It induces an unwilling Offender to 


appear in Court, for fear of forfeiting his 


Recognizance. It ſecures the Bird from 
leaving its Cage, the Horſe. from forſaking 


his Rider, and the dts from ſlipping his 
Neck 
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Neck out of the Collar. It is concern d in 
all Contracts of Marriage, and hinders a 
Match from breaking off, for want of a 
firm Reſolution or Conſtancy. In a Word, 
it ties the true Lovers Knot, which no- 
thing but Death can unlogſe. 


r ** 


— — 


—— 


PRO V. XLVIII. 


A Man is a Man ſtill, if he hath but 
a Hoſe on his Head. 


Reflexion. 

Here's no judging of Men by their 
Cloat he, or their Outſides. Inno- 
cence was originally naked, and Truth 
keeps the ſame Dreſs ſtill, in Spite of 
Fig-Leaves, or Furbelows. The Face is 
but a falſe Index of the Mind at beſt. 
Hercules, they ſay, is known by his Foot; 
but the Brains lie two Staries higher, tho 
our upper Rooms are not always the beſt 
furniſb el. However, a Perſon of Learn- 
ing, with a Hoſe on his Head, now. a-days, 
would look very odd, and: ridiculous a- 
mong the Heaus of the Town, when long 
Wigs and falſe, Hair are fo much in Fa- 
ſhion: I had like to have faid , falſe 
Heads too; for their very Brains are bor- 
row d, 
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rote d, and their Thoughts are none of 
their own, OY] 

But the Pꝛoverb does not diſtinguiſh 
People by their external Figure. A Man 
is not to be undervalu'd and deſpis d for 
his Habit; for we may ſometimes chance 
to meet with a DLOGENES in Rags, and a 
Philoſopher in mean Apparel, with his 
Stockins out at Heels, or the forlorn Hope 
of a Shirt on. Let his Coat be never fo 
Fhread-bare, he's a Man till, and, per- 
haps, a Man of Honour too, without ever 
appearing at Court, either in the Quality 
or Equipage of an EMBASSADOR. 

[ could never yet like a Scholar the 
worle for having a long Beard; becauſe 1 
I am convinc'd, that his So does not 
grow out at his Chin ; and neither Defor- 
mity nor Poverty can {care me from an in- 
genious Converſation, Tis common Pru- 
dence only, to eſteem a Man's Qualifica- 
tions and Parts more than his Perſon ; and 
to ſet the higheſt Value upon an ineſti- 
mable Fewel, in what Dunghill ſoever it 
is found. EsOP's Vit might very well 
attone for his Shape, and deſervedly re- 
commend him to the Company and Admi- 
ration both of Ladies and Gentlemen at 


Court, Can any Thing be more enter- 
taining in Converſation, than a Man of 


Senſe, though he has not a Shoe to his Foot, 
Dr nor 
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nor a Har to his Head # Riches, Splen- 


dor, and Beauty, are not.com arable to a 


good Underſtanding, and ought never to 
come in Competition with Knowledge, Ver- 
tue, and Honour, for, intrinfick Worth and 
Excellency, Men arg not to be meaſur'd 
by their ; Purſes or Packets,” but by. their 
natural Gifts, and acquir d Parts, by theif 
extraordinary Endowments, of Mind, and 
Improvements of Knowledge: For there 
are a great many golden Blockheads in this 


Age, and Fortune ſometimes ſticks the 
fineſt Feathers in the Fool's Cap, 
Every Man of us all ought. to act up to 
the Spirit of this Pꝛoberb. ,A Principle 
of Generoſity well manag d, and. luckily 
exerted; upon a ſeaſonable Occaſion, 1s 
ſufficient to ennoble a Beggar, and make 
him a Ang Companion. Vertue can ne- 
ver fall under a Cloud, nor be totally 
eclipsd ; but {till breaks through all 05. 
ſcurities and Diſadvantages, with the grea- 
ter Luſtre, Influence, and Glory. It ge- 
nerally-grows ſtronger 4 Struggle 
with Micfortunes, and diſplays its Power 
moſt upon Oppoſition. Adverſity, Calum- 
ny, and Contempt, can never unman the 
noble Perſon in the Pꝛoverb. 
There are no perſonal Diſtinctions after 
thi World; which ſingle Conſideration is 
enough to take down t - Pride of the moſt 
. SY 
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imperious SULTAN among Chriſtizns. We 


oupht not to inſult upon our Inferiors in 
Goods of f Mind, Body or Eſtate: And, 
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i % any Th ls 1 K to fred Upon a 
0 orm, is un Wr to the Creution. Let 
N a Alan be never ſo low, he may viſe again, 
| get better Clorhs to. his Back, hd take a 
1 


92 80 Figure in "the World: But whit- 
er becomes of a Goop MAN here, with 
i Hoſe in his Heul, tlio ſliglited into = 
Grave by GREAT Men, he is ſure * 
hereafter to receive all the Benefits ak 
lorious Refurredtion, and to be croton 1 
Pick Immortality. And then the uncha- 
ritable 'Drves,- bar inhoſpitable Wrerch, 
will have'the fad Remotſe 6f ſeeing La- 
ZARUS, in Abraham's Boſom, And his Pre- 
fermbnt infinitely* beyond 15 W and 
Heefbrine 2 0 ch GW owl. 8 
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PRO. AMR. wsd 
Reckon not your Chickens before thy 
1 are batch. 8 
e 


s 
before they are lay d. We may torr 
bur Po — they — — them, a 8 
good, to keep the Tale of em; tis pru- 
dent Huſwifery > But we ought not to 
compte upon them in the Shell. Tis net 
common Diferetion to crack of our Chit- 
kens, to talk of our LH Turkeys, 5 
to 450 dur ſelves ba e Phancy 
our Goſlins ot Cypnete, befote t 
HaTcHr. And che 13 0 oy ns 
what Thouſands of People do every' Day 
in other Af airs of their Lives. 
What a fine Cop of Corn ſhall 7 have, 
Jays the covetous HUSBAND-MAN, before 
ever the Seed peeps out of the Ground, or 
Wee ou Maturity? What a 
World of 
Cherries in e, hall 7 have, ſays 
the forward GARDENER, before ever the 
Trees are well in Bloſſom, or the Fruit P 
againſt black Winds and Blights? W 
x vaſt Stock as Py Goats, bete 
Other 


TEither ought we to r2ckom 5 Erg 


ears, and Plumbs, with 
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other Cattel, ſhall I have, ſays the confi- 
dent SHEPHERD; before ever any Lambs, 
Kids, or Calves are come to Light, and 
the Danger of miſearrying is not yet over £ 
Well! but T:ſhall have a brave Eſtate, 
when my. Father dies, ſays one; I ſhall be 
in deep Mourning for my old Mother, and 
have new Cloths in a little Time, ſays ano- 
ther ; and I ſhall be Lokp:MAyor 
.Lonpox.ere long, if ſuch, or f. 
Thing happens, + cries a Third. When 
Ge knows, who ſhall live to, ſee: that 
Day 3 for theſe: are but vain Viſbes in 
ENMERIO, ill conciv d, and as likely not 
to fe out half their Time, or not to ls aft 
till their Accomplſhmnent. Now, what is 
all this, but tlie 200 of bragging: of the 
Laarks wwe. ſhall catolty. when the Sky falls, 
or rather, only; the Haſtineſs of reckoning 
ot Ghiokens. before they are HATCH'D 2 
This is a reigning Jani alſo among 
many noted uppiſh .4urbers, and Hero's 
of che Age. Ihey commonly talk 700 
-faſt of — both of them, by a Kind 
:of BRAVA PDO, anticipating their own. Ex- 
ploits and Performances. The ane affects 
an Applauſe before his Works done; and 
„the ether thinks himſelf Cock-ſure. 5 Pro- 
Ferment, before he dgſerues any. Ibis ex- 
pects to be made a Great Man, ſome Ge- 


nne kat. her, and that reckons bunſelf 
as 


2 wo» - ” £ 


A — cc _- . 
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* 


1 1 9 


as good 'as a BiSHop already; but br, 


perhaps, before their proper Turne of 
meriting ſuch Employments + Which ſeems 


to be the worſt of a precipitate Foolery, 
and a more ridiculous Forwardneſs, thun 
the very Pꝛoverb condemns; for it is 
even batching of Egge, that were never yet 
lay'd : That is, the fond Conceit has no 


Manner of. Faundation to work upon in 
our Brains. Tis to be wiſhd indeed, that 
we could knock at the Gates of PARIS' in 


Arms, as well as in Print, or Diſcourſe," 


and the ſooner the better ; but it does not 


become us to be 9ver-haſty in harbouring 
ſuch glbrious Thoughts , ſuch illuſtrious 
Confidences. —— ALL in good Time. 
We are always brooding in our Deſires, 
and hatching in our Minds,what we would 
have come ts paſs, before Things are ripe 
for't, Every one of us talks as he wiſhes, 
even from the telling of Lies, Stories, 
and News about Town; magnifying our 
Advantages Abroad, and multiplying our 
Succeſſes at Home, to the very HEN'S 
having brought forth a vaſ? Number of 
CHICKENS, before ever ſhe had ſat upon 
em. It muſt needs he, as we would have 
it, or elſe we are offended; and nothing 
but TIE can convince us of the Error 
of our raſh Conjectures, or haſty Conclu- 
font. Haſtineſs begets Blindneſs,. as the 
S 3 Bitch 
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Bite brings forth her Puppies, It often- 
times makes us over - ſnoot our Reaſon, and 
forfeit our Prudence, in reckoning chat 
our own, which is not yet ſo much as in 
ing. It puts us upon ſpeaking confi- 
dently of our having, or as good as having, 
Thing in our Power and Poſſeſſion , which 
are far off ſtill, only in Expectancy, and 
depend wholly upon Providente. In ſhort, 
ſuch ober- haſiy Reckonings proceed from 
falſe Conceptiong. They are meer Impoſi- 
tions: upon our ſelves. They are good 
Sience of our great Hopes; but no Argu- 
ments, that we may not be diſappointed. 
There are many Caſualties betwixt the 
Egg and the Bird ; betwixt a Woman's 
being with Child, and its Birth. We do 
not know what Miſcarriages may happen, 
to render our &iggeſt Expectations abort ive. 
However, theres no Doubt, but SpAIN 
Will be recover d at long Run by our Aſ- 
{ſtance ; and yet at preſent, it is only one 
of the CHICKENS in the Pꝛoverb, not 
to be crack'd on till it is quite batch'd, 
and thoroughly fedg'd with the Houſe of 
 AvsSTRIA's Feathers. ES 7 
| Farther yet, this jocular Saying has 
another Meaning; 8 againſt rec- 
| koning without our Hoſt : For, they ſay, he 
that des fo, muſt reckon twice; which ar- 
gues either a great Imprudence, and down- 
r  - mu 
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right Foly in the one, or a cunning Mu- 


very, and a manifeſt Cheat in he $ fe: 


2 5 — ny) 12 Hur d. 
Travellers 0 d Credit, that a, DIUTCE 
Reckoning ES loſes any Thing. —_ 
ing carry d in twice upon. a Scruple. of . 

Gueſts. In fine, all People would da well 
to conſult their LanDLokp's Conſciense, 
as well as their own Purſes, before they 
make any Computation of what is to pay, 


- 


for Fear of being out in their Accounts. . . 


* 


But the main Iurerpreration of the 1118 
verb belongs chiefly to the wile, gallant 
SOLDIER, as a Word Wege how to 
behaye himſelf, with Honour and Diſcre- 
tion, in the Field of War ; not to triumph 
too ſoon, before Victory; not to glary too 
haſtily, till the Bartel is won 3 not to 


inſult too raſhly, before an entiræ Conqueſt is 


made; as the FRENCH were lately routed 
at RAMELIEs, Now, both the GRACH 
Axe and the RoMANS formerly, were al- 
ways bountifully grateful to thier ſucceſs- 
ful GENERALS. They had their ENco- 
MIUMS, both in Proſe and Poetry, preſen- 
ted to 'em publickly, in Praiſe of their 
noble Adions ; they were highly Honour d 
in open View, with Triumphe and Tro- 
phies, in Token of their Valour, beſides 
other Rewards of their brave Exploits 


and they were, in a Manner, extolld to 
8 4 Heaven 
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Heaven at laſt, and Derey'd with uni- 
verfal Acclamations of Immortality, for 


their great Services upon Earth. But 
it was both a popular Shame, and a Scan- 
dal for em to expect any ſuch MiohTv 
Dol Nes, till they had abſolutely con- 
quer d the GRAND ENEMY of their Com- 
25 And this very Pꝛoverb was the 

efexion upon thoſe unfortunate Warriors 


of Old, who behav'd-themſelves with the 


utmoſt Fidelity, Gallantry, and good Diſ- 
= mirk, although they could not finith a 

AMPAICN, perhaps , according to the 
People's Minds, nor accompliſh the Work 
of the War with an EVERLASTING PEACE. 

nſomuch, that if ſuch an one came Home 
at any Time unſucceſsfully, and could lay 
never ſo juſt a Pretenfion to Merit, and to 
ROYAL Favouk : What! ſaid the Mos 
of him, do you crow now like a Dung-hill 
Cock, before ever you've engag d, or de- 
een 
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_Curs'd Cows have ſhort. Horns, 
Reflexion. . 
HIS, perhaps, makes the FRENCH 


{ - 


1 K live ſo long, upon our Threats : 


Not but that he's as mortal as another 
Man, though he may not die before his 
Time, by the Hand of a ſecond Ravn- 
LIAC, or ſuch curs'd Villains as cut off King 
Charles the Fir/?'s Head in our own Coun- 
try. We have lampoond him with our 
Pens, beſpatter d him with our Tongues, 
and p 4 him off with our Arms in ſeveral 
Battels ; but he ſeems ne er the more to 
thrive upon our Curſes and Triumphs, than 


his «wn —_— or Misfortunes, On 
this Side of the Water, he has been often 


threaten d with Deſtruction, and ſent to 
Hell for his Falſhood, Tyranny, and Op- 
preſſion, with a Pox to the Rogue and the 
Raſcal of a FRENCH BOUGRE ; and if our 


Horns had not been ſo ſhort of our W:þhes, 


the Wound had prov'd mortal too, in Spite 


either of Fate, or of Mapam DE Marn- 


TENON, to preſerve the MosT CHRISTIAN 
Tukk. However yet, on the other Side, 
the FRENCH TYRANT had bid fair for Uni- 
Wi verſal 
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verſal Monarchy long before this Time, if 
he himſelf had not labour'd at laſt under 
this P2overb, as well as his Neighbours, 
and his Will had not languiſh'd for want 
of Power either to execute, or accom- 

pliſh his ambitious Deſigns. He might 
— puſſo d, perhaps, into the Heart of 


GERMANY, and the Bowels of IraLv, as 


well as made himſelf Maſter of ſome of 
the Riches of SpalN, if his Horns had been 

Loxs enough, and no Eng liſb 9 
had ſtood in the Way to his accurs d Con- 
queſts, But curſing, or undervaluing an 
Enemy, is not the 4 Bu to beat him; and 
it only either /efſens our Viclories in Suc- 
cels on the one Hand, or reviles Providence 
in Diſtreſs and Diſaſter on the other? For 
Gop will interpoſe {til} in the Viciſſitude 


of human Affairs, and govern the World 


in both Fortunes, for the beſt, as be 
thinks tit, to controul the execrable F Orce 
either of Man ar of Beaft, in the Field of 
Bartel, and in Times of Aſlickian, as well 
as in the Day of Peace, Plenty, and Proſpe- 


it 

: But, publick Revoketions apart, the pri 

vate Grudzes, and ill. Hill of inveterate 

Enemies, ate couch d under this ridiculous 

Emblem of cursd Cows, which either 

have not the Power to, do us a Miſchief, as 

they would do, if we lay. at their Mercy, 
Qr 
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or whoſe barbarous Deſigns are often fru- 
ſtrated, and their violent Attacks diſap- 
pointed, by the Prevention of an  aver- 
ruling Providence, There's no Security in 
the Lion's Pam, without a3 Miracle. Tis 
the Nature of the Beaſt to deſtroy what- 
ever comes within his Reach. Thus Das 
NIEL, in all human Probability, had not 
eſcap d untouch'd in the Den, nor out, 
livd NEBUCHADNEZZAR's ſavage. Inten- 
tion; but an Almighty Powey interfer d for 
the Prophes's Deliverance, reſtrain d either 
the Liberty, or the Appetite of the moſt 
hungry, fierce, cruel Creatures living, 
and convinc'd the brutiſh Man, at once, 
both of his Infidelity, and the Impetency of 
his curd Attempt. Nothing lefs than 
Omnipotence it ſelf, can correct the natu- 
ral Bent of Inclination, or cramp the arbi- 
trary Clutches of Inbumanity from a mor- 
tal Graſp. Nothing /efs can diſarm the 
Will of a bloody-minded Man of Power, 
to play all the Engines of Deſtruction, 
tame the Tyger in Purſuit of his Prey, 
and fave the Lamb in the very Jaws of the 
Wolf. Nothing leſs again can ſtop the 
Mouth of a Gun, ſuſpend the Force of a 
Bullet, or prevent Execution: And, with- 
out Banter, if a Cannon-Ball grazes upon 
a Man's Shoulder in a Fight, withont hurt- 
ing his Perſon, we may. very well Dar 

| | levg 
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lieve the Wonder was by divine Commiſe 
Now, fince ſo it is, that Providence can 
eaſily defeat all the Meaſures of our moſt 
implacable Adverſaries to hurt us, we may 
very well defy the Devil upon this Confi- 
dence, and believe that curs'd Cows have 
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fort Horns ; that unmerciful People are 
commonly either baulk d of their miſchie- 
vous Intentions, or depriv d of the arbitra- ; 
» Power of executing a compleated Injury, 
though their wicked ungovernable Wills | 
be never ſo rampant ly-ſet agog upon t. For | 

ct heruiſe, what a Wilderneſs would the 
Morld be in a little Time, upon cutting. 


of Throats without Controul, and taking 
honeſt Men off at a Daſh, which ſtand in 
the Way of a proſperous Villainy, upon a Di- 
ſtinction of FACTION or PARTY ; through 
Nick-Names, Aſperſions, and Calhmmies ! 
A confederate' Malice ſticks at nothing of 
Iniquity, to gain its Point, till it is drſa- 
bled and overpower d by Fuſtice. If the 
Hands of ſome profligate Wretches were 
not ty'd behind their Backs, they would 
ſet the Malefuctors upon the Bench, and 
hang up their JuUDGEs. They would put 
TyBurN'in Mourning, for the Death of a 
rtrue-blew Plotter, or à Popiſh Aſſaſſin. 
They would ring the Bells backwards, and 
turn the Nation Toysy-Turvr into _— 

* chy 
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by and Confuſion... In ſhort, they would 
do every Thing that * not to be done, 


to hinder all honeſt 
what they ought in Duty. 1 
But, thank Gob, we have both divine 
and human Authority, for the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of this Dꝛoverb, to prevent the 
direful Mob from diſordering the World: 
And the Moral of the whole Matter will 
be this, in ſhort ; Providence ſo wiſely dif- 
poſes on the one Hand, and the Law pro- 
vides fo well on the other, that zhey who 
have the ill Vill, want either the Power, 
or the Means to wreak their Malice upon 
tboſe that live under the Protection both 
of Heaven and Earth, For when theſe pre- 
dominant Powers interpoſe for our Preſer- 
vation, they ſoon ſhorten the Horns of curs'd 
Cows, whether they be foreign or dome- 
tick, that puſh at us; and baffie all the dia- 
bolical Councils of our Enemies, either at 
Home or Abroad, in Combination to con- 
trive our Overthrou, and intail the Curſe 
of Conqueſt upon our native Country. SAC 
In fine, not to preſs this Pꝛovberb too 
far upon National Concerns, it is a ſmart 
Satyr againſt the little Piquet, virulent 
Threats, or execrable Reſolutions and Ap- 
pointments in private Families, We can- 


cople from doing 


not, muſt not do whatever we have a 
Mind to do in a Paſſion, to the Prejudice 


of 
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of our Neighbour. is not ſo fweer; 
but this ſingle Coane might be ſuf- 
ficient to embittey it, that i is "a within 
cur own Power to arcompliſb. Al 
Vengeunce is politively decty d for unfair, 
cowardly, and unlawful ; * it generally 
deſerves the very ſe Nan Puniſhment ny 
that ir ſecks to inflit upon another by du 
prize, Difadvaritage, or Inequality : 7. 1 i 
I dare not act in the Light, and bring 
Aﬀair of Diſpute bare- 40d upon the pub 
liak Stage, I I about ſome Deed or 
other, in Difeuife, that is afraid of the 
Stun, and cannot ſtand the Feft of true 
Courage % which ought to be argu d fairly 
in the oper View of the World, and before 
27 too, for fear of foul Play, 
5, and an unc u March upon 
2 Ley ce. Satisſucłion above- board, 
1 Beiserble; burt a clandeſtine Injury, be⸗ 
low a Perſon Tu W. orth, or a i 6654 


ved Gentleman. 
juſtly farpoons the 


This! th alſo juſt 
deteſtidle Execrations of 7 3 Sinners, 
or diſabled Offenders. ' — — 

miteerot — ore-maſiers 
—— wioked (HH, to the utmoſt of their 
Power, It reproves the infaſfictent Love of 
an old Lerche, who has a Month's Mind 
to u pours Girl, and is only vertuous by De. 


cy. It checks the aremperances of à lan- 
tf guiſhing 


e 


Jouſly preſerv'd, as JoNAH, the P- 
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puiſhing Lewdneſs, a feeble Paſſion, or a 
depravd Appetite, for want of Ability to 
commit a Debauch, or offer Violence to 
Nature and Virrue according to Inclination. 
Beſides, tt is enough to put all wntoward 
People, of a revengeful Spirit, quite out of 
Countenance, to be thus ridicułd and ban- 
ter d with Hrurality, Inſufficiency, and Con- 
tempt ; or, in a ord, to be ſo HORNx-· 
FY D 1 cure d Cows, and made a Feſt to 
all Mankind of a better Temper, and a 
more e peaceable Diſpoſition. e 


af PROV. II. 


Give a Man Luck, and throw him 
into the Sea. 


ed. 4. * — ä PR 
Alb 2 — 
4 


«roRefloaion.,” 
Ell! not be drown'd, if i 2overd 
is true, and can help it: But he will 
be bee ſtill, by one lucky Providence or 
another, from the imminent Danger of the 
Waves ; whether he be brought ſafe to 


— as r Axle, the — was, 


the Back of 2 Dolphin, or miracu- 


was, in the Mhale's Belly, beyond all hu- 
l But 


man Expe8ation, c 
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But this Pꝛoverb has a farther Entendre 
yet, beſides, the Letter ont. Luck is 4 
Lord, we fay ; which looks, as if it rais'd 
a Man ſometimes to great Honour and Dig- 
nity, from a low Eſtates, or made him a 
Peer of the Realm, from a mean Degree, 
upon a ſurprizing Change of Fortune. Give 
a Man but Lack, and he H run through all 
the dangerous Difficulties, both of Sæa and 
Land, with Succeſs, and ſeldom or never 
fail of being happy, even beyond: his on 
Hopes. 'Tis wonderful how ſome Per- 
ſons thrive an-End in the World, and ſeem 
to proſper upon their very Loſſes. 

Some People are ſo bardy,that they would 

live upon a Mountain, feed upon a fruitful 
Crab-Tree, and grow Fa upon Haws and 
Huſks, or the meaneſt of ordinary. Fase. 
Others become unaccountably rich, from 
little-Concerns. They have the Luck on't. 
Riches flow upon em; Money tumbles in- 
to their Laps, and Eftates drop (as it wers) 
into theit Mona he, without any . 
Game ſters, a8 to make. their H ortunes Ac | 
Play, Mon the Ruins of other Men's Wealth- 
For we have a ſmart Saying, to this Effect, 
Hit or iniſi, Luck is all; elpecially when 
the Prodigal ſhakes his Elbow at Dice, ven- 
"tures his All upon the Hazard of a 5 


or {takes an Eftare down at a Game at Car 
Fo. 


„ 
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FoRTUNE is the Miſtreſs of the Field, 
ſays the Poet: And if ſo, QUEEN ANN 
ſeems to be her chief Favourite, by the in- 
expreſſible Victories obtain d lately every 
where in the Var with the FRENCH. But 
let us not miſtake 3 Fuſtice is not to be 
meaſur d by Succeſs only, nor Succeſs to 
be aſcribd to a blind giddy Chance ; for 
Things of ſo vaſt a Concernment, as Con- 
queſts, muſt be owing to a higher Power, 
and the Glory of them acknowledg'd to the 
Wiſdom of human Conduct, under the 
Goodneſs or Direction of divine Provi- 
dence « That Providence, which is too 
often miſcall'd Luck by the Yulgar, and 
Fortune by ſome of the Learned. Howe- 
ver, a permiſſrve Providence , or worldly 
Proſperity, can be no Rule of Pradlice; for 

the Righteous do not always flouriſh. 
The World's a Lottery, crys the loſing 
Gameſter; and he that wins one while, 
perhaps, may have nothing to rag of at 
the Foot of the Account. The Tables 
may turn again, and then he muſt come 
off a Loſer, notwithſtanding all his for- 
mer lucky Hits. Tis a common Saùgthat 
Time and Chance happen to all Men : But 
when we ſee a Perſon prodigiouſly fortu- 
uate and proſperous, we are apt ts make a 
Banter of the Bleſſing, and jeſt upon Pre- 
vidence, with the * of — 
ap, 
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Cap, Luck in a Bag, and what ſays Pluck ? 


Thus is Heaven fooliſhly inſulted; and 
the Succeſs either of living happily, of 
marrying well, or of making one's Fortune 
fairly any other Way in the World, chan- 


- ces to be often ignorantly lampoon'd, and 


falſely attributed to x miſtaken Deity. No; 
rather than fail of Muh this Pꝛo- 
verb, ſome Folks will have it, that For- 
tune favours Fools; as if Providence had no 
Kindneſs for the Wiſe, and beſtow d all her 
Benefits upon the Ignorant; or as if a Man 
could not be fortunate, without being rec- 
kon d an Idiot, or a filly illiterate Fellow, 
in their raſh Conjectures, as well as ridi- 
culous Reflexions. I grant indeed, the ho- 
neſter Man, the worſe Luck! ſometimes, in 
the Eye of the Vulgar, upon a miftmdey- 
ſtanding of the Matter; but the LirzJe that 


2 good Man has, honeſtly got, will laſt the 


longer, in Spite of all Micfortune, or ill Luck, 
Well! 1 shall beg Leave now only for 


one Digreſſion, to take Notice of a Pack 


OF PkoOVERB- CARDS, lately printed, and 


cCuriouily engraud with FiGUREs, repre- 


ſenting them to the Life; ſold under the 


| Cover of a tine Frontiſpiere, ind couch d un- 


der the Motto of Hrr OR Miss, Luck's 


ll: Which is near enough a- Kin to this 
jocular Saying,” of giving a Man Lucł, anal 
Throwing him into the Sea. But the Col- 


lection 


- =. AX a: An. „„ Ahkns wot Aa wt, A _ 
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ion appears to be ſo miſerably manag'd 


with indecent Language, and ſpelld falſe 
too; ſo naſiy, ſo ſmutty, or ſo obſcene in 


general; beſides, thatione of the Pꝛoberbs 


is {o unmannerly and improperly adapted 
to the QUEEN OF HEARTS, and another 
ſo groſly reflecting upon the Clergy over 
and above ; in all Reſpects ſuch Proverbial 


Indecencies, not to Tay Untruths, that I 


cannot recommend them as fit to be play'd 
withal, neither do I'think them capable 


either of inſtructing Children, or of di- 
verting Youth into good Manners. Young 


People may laugh at em; but not learn, 
by practifing them, any great Civility, Ver- 
tue, Breeding, Learning, or any Th ing 


elſe that is worthy of Obſervation, and 


much leſs of Imitation, in the Upſhot of 
the Game. Mean Time, I muſt needs ima- 


gine, at leaſt, without Vanity, that? Tris 


Pack Or SELECT ENGLISH Pꝛoberbs, 
with moral Reflexions upon them, would 
be far berter Diverſion in Families, as well 
as more deſerving of their 7 7 ; eſpe- 
cially, if the reading f Books be prefera- 


ble at any Time to playing at Cards. 


n 
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PROV. LL 
All is well; that ends well. 
7 Reflexion. FA 


f A llere is a near Relation betwixt the 
| I Beginning and the End of all Things; 
| and the Pilkance of the one from the other, 
in F can be no Argument 
againſt their Affinity, their Friendſhip, 
and Contrivance towards the accompliſhing 
of their De/zpns through all Difficulties, 
_ Delays, and Impediments, either of Time 
or of Place: For that which cannot be 
done effectually in one Day, as RoME was, 
never. built 10 ſoon, may with Patience, 
perhaps, be finiſb d in a Tear, or more, ac- 
cording to the primary Intention of the Un- 
dertaker: And he that cannot gain his 
Poiut according to his Wiſhes at jt, in 
his 0209 Country, or in England, may yet 
E make his Fortune Abroad, 
by cravelling beyond Hercules's Pillars, or 
in the Indies... He's a ſhort-fighted Author 
indeed, that does not know his whole 
Drift, or his ultimate — of Writing, 
before ever he ſets Pen to Paper; like an 
unikilful Archer, who does not ſee the 
Mark that he aims at, before the bending 


of 


- — ot 
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of his Bow For the final Reſolution oupht 
205 thoroughly well —— A 
ken in a full View of the Matter in Hand, 
upon the of Attempt of any Affair. 
But as Things are now-a-days generall 
meaſur d by Succeſs, which is a very falſe 
mobbiſh Argument of their Goodneſs Al 
muſt needs be well, that ENDs well in the 
Eye of the Vulgar, not diſcerning the no- 
torious Fallacy and Deception, that often 
lurks under the moſt ſpecious Cover: of a 
ood Intention, or an honeſt Atchievement - 

or, by the Way, ſuch wicked Means of 
Lying, Cheating, Robbing, Perjury, or Mur- 
der, may be us d in the Execution of it; 
that, let the Exp ſeem never ſo plauſible, 
and prove never ſo ſucceſsful, thoſe baſe 
Prafices will blaſt all its Glory, and dif- 
credit its Accompliſhment amongſt Men of 
better Judgment, Honour, or Cynſcience. 
Upon this Account, I have taken ſuch 
Mea ſures in the Management of the fore- 
going Work, from the Beginning to the End 
ont, as are all of a Piece, ingemious, faith- 
ful, juſt, equal, and honeſt; to undeceive 
the World of its Saphiſtry, and credulous, 
bigotted, partial Rate of judging sf Events 
by PRoSPERITY, as well as to convince 
People of my own Integrity and fair Deal- 
ing, throughout the whole Performance. 

Let the Fate of it be what it will upon 
SY =—_ = 
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the Upſhor, whether it be done well or ill, | 
with Applauſe, or Diſſatisfattion. and Cen- 
rent. a 
s to the Latter of the Pꝛoverb, it is 
plain Matter of Fact, that the END Crowns 

all Things. Only, as the Weſtminſter- 
Scholar wittily obſerv'd in OLtvtR's Time, | 
there was no CORONATION upon the Event. | 
of that prepoſterous Revolution; no Croſs, | 
no Crown, no Biſhop, no KING, bur a con- | 
fus d Horch. potch Kind of Goverument, ; 
accompliſh'd and conſummate cyough in | 
Rebellion, Regicide, and Roguery : And | 
the happy End of that tr — too, 1 
1 a Crownd Head to EN LA n 
ain; whoſe lawful Succeſſors. may, bß 
Gon 8 ; Bleſſing, fit for ever on the Throne, 
and reign at laſt undiſturb d by Republican ö 
Spirits, and Commot ions; which are as 6 
endleſs, as they always prove unſucceſsful,” | 
But to proceed to my Purpole, The | 

Evening crawns the Day. A happy Death. 

is the never- failing Portion of a mell-ſpent.. 
Life; which — * ends in eterual Bliſs. 
and Glory, and only changes its mortal 
Condition here, for a bleſſed State of I- 5 
MORTALITY. hereafter. As for my Part, 6 
all that I court in this World by. 3 ö 
Induſtry, and Labour, is, bl make an ho- 
nourable Exit out of it, by be ing in ſome | 


Meaſure e, in my Life- Lime, to 
| my 
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my native Country: . And I cannot but 


imagine, that Men muſt needs be the bet 


ter for Learning and Inſtruttion, when I 
conſider the Story of an illiterate Country- 
Fellow, that formerly wonder'd a long 
I ime who this Fits was; and concluded, 
at laſt, he might be ſome great Scholard or 
* other, that bad written Abundance, be- 
cauſe his NAME was at the End of ſo ma- 
ny Books. However, we are all but Pil- 
 2rims upon Earth, and mult draw home- 
wards, The firſt Step of our Lives, is ſo 
much advanc'd towards the Grave; and 
the next Breath of Air we draw in any 
Climate, may be our laſt, for ought we 
know, of our Deaths: So that poor Mor- 
tals would do well to hive well every 
where, if they deſire to die well; for the 
will certainly die fooner or later, in ſack 

a Manner as they have ia, to fulfil this 
Pꝛoverb. 

In fine, the beſt Way of Judaing of 
Things beyond Miſtake, is by the Iſſue, or 
the Event of them; for as we {ay com- 
monly, The Proof of the Pudding is in 
eating, ſo.we ought to ſpeak as. we find 
only upon the 40 Tryal and Experience, 
either of its Goodneſs, or its Diſtaſte. Eve- 
ry Man's Work mult ſtand or tall, accord- 
ing to this Teſt ; and we ought. to ſuſpend 
our Judgments rather, than paſs a final 


T 4 Sen- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Sentence raſhly upon its Uſefmlneſs or Va- 
nity, its Credit or Diſeſteem, its Excellence 
or Infignificancy, before it has receiv'd the 
fiſhing Stroke of the Maker's Art. Who 
can, with common Juſtice, condemn an 
AUTHOR, upon reading his Tzle-Page, or 
upon an imperfett curſory Peruſal of two or 
three Leaves, here and there, ſacrifice the 
whole Volume to the Fury of his Scorn, Ca- 
lummy, and Contempt? For, without Equi- 
vocation, Or - ſm, Spite, Prejudice, 
or Revenge, All is well, that ends well, 
in reforming the Vices of the Age, either 
by laſhing Prophaneneſs and Immorality out 
of Countenance, or expoſing Whores and 
Rogues, both to Shame and Puniſhment in. 
this Life, as well as to Diſgrace after 
Death So that, when all is done, this 
Pꝛoverb, in a literal Senſe, is true ſtill 
to all Intents and Purpoſes ; and I with 
again, as I did in the Beginning, that it 
may be my Caſe now in : Concliſion of 
this Book, | 


FINIS. 
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ADDITIONS. 
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P R O V. LIE. 
The Maſter's Eye makes the Horle fat. 


Reflexion. 

N D good Reaſon the Horſe ſhould 
thrive under the Maſter's Eye ; who, 
it cannot well be ſuppos d, will ever let 
him want his Hay, or cheat him of his 
Provender , as the knaviſh Hoftelers do 
(and are now nick-nam'd OAT-STEALERS 
or that very Fault) in ſome Parts; un- 
leſs he has a Mind to ſtarve the poor Beaſt, 
after all his good Services, either of Di- 
verſion, or Drudgery. True, tis none of 
the Maſter's Buſineſs to feed his own Hor- 


ſes, or fodder his own Cartel; but, and 


if he does not ſee them well fed, or does 
not look ſtrictly after the Man, himſelf 
in Perſon, it is ten to one, whether they 
will ever grow fat under the other's Neg- 


ligence, Ropuery, or riding them cut too 
eme, ROBUCTY, V 2 Arche 
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hard ſometimes for his own Pleaſure, in 
the Gentleman's Abſence. And if Horſes 
could tell Stories, they would certainly com- 
plain to their Maſters, either of their own 
Servants, or of the Livery- Stables in Lo- 
DON, or of bath in Combination to defraud 
thoſe poor dumb Creatures of their Due, 
and their juſt Allowances of Hay and Straw, 
or of Oats and Beans. The lazy Dog in 
the Manger, deſerv'd hanging for ſerving 
the weary'd Ox {o barbarouſly, and keep- 
ing him from his Crib, after the labori- 
ous Tail of the Day. Let the hard-heart- 
ed Groom ruminate upon this Reflexion, 
and he will. tind the Moral in his own 
common Practice of taking little or no 
Care of his Maſter's Horſe, when he 1s 
juſt come off a long Journey. However, 
it will not be improper, nor impertinent 
in this Place, to take Notice of a fat Man's 
riding once along the Road, upon a ſtarv a, 
thin-gutted Fade; who, being aſk'd in a 
Banter, Why he bimſelf was ſo jolly and 
good- like, and his Pad ſo ſcragged and 
lean? Reply'd very par to the Purpoſe, 
May, I feed my ſelf, you muſt know : but 
ny Servant looks to my Horſe. In ſhort, 
the lean Nag (you ſee) was no little Re- 
proach to * Maſler, notwithſtandin 
his own fat Carcaſe, though he blam'd the 
Man fort: But obſerve, the Fault of the 


one, 
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one, will never excuſe the other's Foy 
from Diſgrace. And this brings to Mind 
another pleaſant Story, which ſeeins to 
have ſome Alluſion to the Matter in Hand, 
ot a Country Carter, driving his Team, up- 
on a Time, along the High-way ; the 
foremoſt Horſe, it ſeems, was in very good 
Caſe, and the reſt could hardly crawl after 
him, without the Crack of the Whip : 
Why, bow now, honeſt Man, crys a Coun- 
ſellor, how comes it, that your firſt Horſe 
is ſo fat, and the others are ſo lean? Ho ! 
Sir, ſays he, ſmartly enough, the Leader 
is a Lawyer's Horſe, and thoſe hat fol- 
low him, are but his Clients. The ſhort of 
the Matter will be this, to {ay no more 
ont: To be ſure, the former wanted for 
no good looking after, in one Senle z he 
had his Fees paid him, and every Thing, 
and was well fed with Money to carry on 
the St. But the latter, who were his ve- 
ry good Clients too, perhaps found their 
Cauſe fervs, their Bus'neſs neglected, and 
the whole Affair left to the Management 
of his wild, carcleſs Clerks, who would 
ride a free Horſe to Death, and never mind 
what becomes of him afterwards, any 
more than if he was an Aſs; or elſe the 
Complainants might have been fatter, more 


fortunate, more * more pitty d, 
2 or 
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or have had better Eſtates, both in Law 
and in Hui. 

However yet, beſides the jocular In- 
pore of this Pyoverb, either as to the 
Gentleman, or his Fockey of the Stables; it 
allo ſeriouſly calls in Queſtion the Pru- 
dence of all giddy-brain'd, idle Houſe- 
keepers, and highly condemns their Neg- 
ligence,for leaving their Domeſtick Af airs at 
Sixes, and Sevens, to the ſole Care and 
Management of their thoughtleſs Servants ; 
whether Cooks, Butlers, Clerks, Grooms, 
Gardeners, Footmen, or Stewards, and 10 
forth, without ever overlooking them at 
all, as to the faithful Diſcharge of their Du- 
fy, or examitiing into the Honeſty and Fru- 
gality of their Sarvice; beſides, having 
hir d em, perhaps too, without any Secu- 
rity for their good Bebaviour, or ſo much 
as enquiring after the Character of their 
former Lives, Liberties, and Converſations 
in other Places. Tis a common Calamity, 
and a general Complaint now- a- days, that 
there's no truſting to SERVANTS, without 
the Maſters or Miſtireſs's Eye over em; 
and that will not do neither, when they 
have a Mind to cheat em before their Fa- 
ces. They are moſt of em, Men and Maid. 
both, grown ſo diſſolute, diſobedient, and 
fawcy ;, fo lazy and lewd ; fo careleſs and 

waſteful; ſo malicious, impudent, and un- 


grateful : 


V — . LA , * 
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ateful; and ſo apt to pilfer, purlois and 
Eo to ſupport cher oe ide and 
Wantormeſs, and Extravagance, over and 
above all their other i, Qnalities : Thar 
they let {lip no fair Opportunities of do- 
ing their beſt 'BenefaFors the worſt Dif 
fervices they can think of, either by fly- 
ing in their Faces, ſlandering their Cu- 
duct, ſquandering their Goods, neglect ing 
their Buſwmeſs, or by carrying off at laſt 
more by Stealth, then their bare Wages, 
which they never deſerv/d half ſo much, 
as they do Bridemell, or a Houſe of Corre- 
ction, for their Pains. Inſomuch, that 
SERVANTS, in ſhort, are become now the 
very Peſt of Mankind, and the Plague of 
the Nation, beyond any other Reme 
than a PARLIAMENTARY Regreſs For ſo 
many Whores and Rogues of THIEVES as 
we meet with 2mong 'em, of both Sexes, 
make the DisEAsE Epidemical, and the 
CHARGE jut, as well as the CURE nece/- 


Jary. 


In a Word, upon the whole Matter, ut 
greatly behoves the Mefter and the Mi- 
ſtreſt of a Family, that keep SERVANTS, 
to have their Eyet about em in every Cor- 
ner of the Houſe : not to intruſt orbert, 
without z narrow and nice Inſbectioa into 
their Actions 5 but to take particular 
Care of ther own Concerns — 

ED ICCOTG= 
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according to the good Direction of this 
Pꝛoverb. For tis their Eyes that muſt 
make the Horſe FAT ; their Heads that 
muſt manage all for the beſt 5 their 
Hands that muſt carry on the Work to- 


wards procuring a Livelihood ; their Pru- 


dence that muſt preſerve what they have 
got ; and in fine, their Frugality and Dif. 
cretion that muſt emprove every Thivg 
elſe to the greateſt Advantage in the Fa- 
mily. The Truth ont is, all People 
ſhould mind their own Bu/mneſs THEM- 
SELVES, in Perſon; or elſe look better 
after their SERVANTS : So that this care- 
ful ADAGE is not confin d only to the 
HoksE in the Stable; it holds good allo, 
as an excellent Leſſon in Schools; where 
Uſvers will never take half the Pains with 
the Boys, that the Mas TE Rs do, to inſtrud 
em in Learning and good Manners: In NUR- 


SERIES, where Maids will never beſo care- 


ful of the Children as their Miftreſjes and 
Mot herr are, to attend em, feed em well, and 
bring em to their Feet In Shobs, where 
Apprentices will never look ſo well after the 
Buſineſs of the Trade, as, it is to be be- 
liev'd, the KEEPERS always do for their 
own Intereſt, to proſper and flouriſh in 
the World. And therefore, the PRE- 
SENCE of Maſters in all Caſes and Capa- 
Cities, and upon all Accounts, will be ab- 
ps  ſolutely 
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| ſolutely neceſſary to adjuſt their Affairs to 
the Wiſdom of this Pꝛoverb. 


— 


P R OV. LIV. 


Hie holds with the Hare, and runs 
d with the Hound. 


Reflexion. 


E ſhall find more than a meer Hun- 
ting Match, here in this diverting 
Piꝛoverb, upon enquiring into the Cha- 
| rafter of the PERSON chiefly concern d, 
who gave Occaſion to the witty Expreſſion, 
and firſt brought it into common Vague by 
his own partial Practices. For under this 
Maſk of a Man's holding with One, and 
running with Another, we may eaſily per- 
ceive the TRIMMER perſonated ingeni- 
ouſly enough by a HUNTER ; and by the 
Hare and the Hound, we are, in Courſe, to 
underſtand the PAK TIES between whom 
he was to play his Game. | 
A TR&IMMER then is a Double-Tongu'd 
Fellow, that has the mag IWheedling at 
his Finger's End. Fair Wordsare his Pa- 
 TER-NoOSTER, and Hypocriſy his CREED, 
in Point of Religion, if he has any. As 
for his Politicks, he appears to be of all 


Parties, 
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Parties, but the Right That is, an Anv- 
 THiNG-ARIAN. He, plays the cunning 
Ambidexter, or is on both Sides for Lucre, 
at the Bar; and . ſpeaks well without a 
Bribe, if he has not an Ox (or a Piece of 
Mony) in his Moth big enough to make 
him hold his Tongue. Ile is exactly Ho- 
mers AM t , or an EITHER-Ok- 
NEITHER, in the Pulpit; favouring ſome- 
times this, and ſomet imes that Faction, 
with the greateſt Luſteadineſs of Mind, 
next to the Fortune of War, and the Ingon- 
ſtaney of the Sbittle coc his beiug up or dawy. 
He 8015 one Party, and ca joles anot her, 
with the moſt plauſible Pretences or Lip- 
complaiſance, tho? his Heart and his Tongue 
never go together; hoping thereby to gain 
the Aﬀe&ions and good Will of both 
the credulous Fools: But while he ex- 
pects to kill z1w0 Birds with one Stone, he 
often miſſes his Aim at betb, like a blind 
Gunner. However, he is as moderate a 
Man indeed, as occaſional Conformity can 
make him ; and he likes no Diſputes 
or Differences among Lords and Com- 
non in the State, nor Controverſies or 
Cavils among Miniſters, Divines, and Do- 
Cors iu the Convocation ; But loves both 
the Whig and the Tory very well; would 
ther” Bale to ſtand neuter in the Quar- 
rel; and ſhould be glad to ſerve them both, 
elther 
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either HH or Low, as far as his Diſimula- 
tion will lethim. Inſomuch, that, in ſhort, 
he feigns himſelf aJack on both Sides, and 
1s really of neither, While he holds with 
the CHURCH, and runs in with the CoN- 
VENTICLE ; makes a Hare of the one, and 
a Hound of the other, and only takes 
Puſs's Part, to ſet the Dog after her, in 
Expectation of the Prey at long Run ; 
which exactly anſwers the full Scope of 
this Pꝛoverb, as to the very Thought, 
Word, and Deed of a TRIMMER. 

But, O SoLox ! SoLoN | where is now 
thy Law ? That excellent Law that was 
made againſt CoLLUSION 3 Li mean now 
the Baſeneſs of ſuch an Indifferency and 
—— either in ſecular or ecclæſia- 


ſtical Affairs of Moment, only to curry 


Favour on Bhoth ſides with the two con- 
tending Parties] whereby it was order d 
and enacted, that ThEy, who took nei- 
ther Part in any Tumult of the City, ſnould 
be brought to condign Puniſument So 
thar it was not ſo much for being idle 
Lookers-on only, or careleſs Sranders-by,. 
as for ſiding with both Offenders, to the 
great Prejudice of the Government. Tis 
noted, that LAREERIUs Minus formerly 
twitted CIickxo in the Teeth with this 
Scomm, that he usd to ſit upon two Stools: 


That is, what we call playing Booty, or 


acting 


— 
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acting on both fides ; ſo that his celebra- 


ted Eloquence, it ſeems, was 00 Prote- 
Eion againſt his bee ge and Diſſinmela- 
tion towards CASAR ; for he was , one of 
the greateſt TRIMMERS or Reprblicans in 
the Roman Commonwealth. 

Furthermore, there ought to be no Par- 
tialiiy in the Adminiſtration of publick At- 
fairs 3 no Refpe# of Perſons on either 
Side, whether for the King or the Subject, 
in order to oblige BoTH ; and no holding 
with the Prince;and running with the Pea- 
fant, in Capital Crimes, or in Caſes of M- 
UM and Tuum, to make their own Market 
either of the Crown or the Country. Shall 
a Juſtice of Peace take Money of one Male- 
tactor, and trounce another for Want ont, 
out of a Pretence of ſerving the GOVERN- 
MENT impartially? Shall a Conſtable keep 
in with one Whore, and take up another 
by Virtue: of his Officez or pick her up 
himſelf, for his own Uſe by Authority ? 
Shall a Beadle wink at the moſt wicked 
and palpable Enormities, by having his 
Fiſt greas'd, and yet lay Claim to the Fa- 
vour or Affection of the PARISH for his 
Fidelity? Tie upon't ! Such /ly Doings 
make them all guilty of the P?yoverb, 
without any farther , Reflexion, But the 
main Import yet ofthe Abac, is vaſtly large 
and extenſive. It alludes to all People 

— that 
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that carry c Faces; all Hypocrites that 
pretend to ſerve two Maſters, contra- 
ry to the holy Scriptures 3 all Turn-coats, 
and Time-ſervers, that can veer withevery 
Wind of Doctrine and Revolution that 
blows; all luke-warm Chriſtians, whe- 
ther of the Clergy or the Laity, that are 
neirher hot nor cold in the Buſineſs of 
Religion; and all perfidious Impoſtors, at 
laſt, that are Friends in Expréſſion only, 
and Enemies in very Deed : Beſides all 
thoſe too, that play 7ſt and looſe with 
the moſt ſacred Obligations; or difſemble 
with the whole World. How many fa:r- 
ſpoken Flatterers to one's Face, haveprov'd 
Cut-Throats behind one's Back, though 
they ſeem'd, at the ſame Time, to do't 
with a Feather? How many treacherous 
Changlings are there that carry Fire in one 
Hand, and Water in the other; or can 
breathe Heat and Cold, Love and Hatred, 
out of the ſame Mouth, where the Heart 
never comes perhaps, unleſs to do Miſchzef, 
or to decęive, like the DEviL? How many 
Falfe-hearted Church-men do we find run 
in with a powerful growing Faction a- 
gainſt the preſent Eſtabliſhment, only to 
ingratiate themſelves with the Diſſenters, 
as well as our Divines, or to ſerve both 
Gop and MAammoN ? But, oh! how falſe 
is that Notion, Make much of your Ene- 
Binh) 2 mies, 


mies, and oblige them; your Friends will 
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be your, Friends ſtill ! However, this Pꝛo- 
verb ſatyrizes all politick Prevarications 
either in CHURCH or STATE : And like- 
wiſe it does not only argue, but alſo re- 
prove both the Hiconſtancy of Men halting 
between two Opinions, or wavering in their 
Faith, as well as the Hypocriſy of their 
pretending to this or that Per ſwaſion, which 
they do not ſincerely profeſs but only Teeth- 


out wards, to gain their own, Point of ſome 


Selfintereſt or other in the By-ends of 


their Piſſinnolation. The Short and the Lang 


of it, is this; the Hearts of Diſſemblers 
are too far diſtant from their Mowths, for 
their Proteſtations ever to be. cordially 
true, either by ſpeaking what they think, by 
chinking what they ſpeak,or by doing their 
Duty as they either think or ſpeak. For 
their Thoughts, Words, and Aftions, muſt 
all run counter to one another; and they 
muſt turn and wind em into a thouſand 
different Shapes, deluding Fallacies, or flat 
cunning Contradiftions. Indeed Two-fac'd 
Chriſtians have their Leſſon very perfect by 
daily Practice, and can ſay the JIzoverb 
well y Heart ; but they do not ſeem to 
underſtand the true Meaning ont; while 
it reviles them to their Teeth, in the fre- 


quent Repetition of it, for the baſeſt and 
moſt abominable Counterfeits, as often as 


they 
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they bold with the Hare, and run with the 


Hound, to impoſe upon all Mankind, as 
if they were PLAIN-DEALERS at the 


Bottom. 


* 
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PR O V. LV. 


Mey Things fall out between the Cup 
and the Lap. 


Reflexion. 


Shall not be ſo great a Heathen here, 

as to interpret zhis upon an inevitable 
Fate, as the Poets fancy, or aſcribe it to 
a blind Chance in human Affairs: For 
God only knows how many thouſands of 
Things may fall our in a Moment, to di- 
ſturb our moſt ſolid Exjoymente, and to 
ſtop our Mouths, either for denying, or 
murmuring at the ſudden Turns of his un- 
accountable Providence, All Accidents are 
in his Power alone, to permit, order, and 
over-rule them as he pleaſes, beyond any 
Controverſy, or Controul. There is no- 
thing ſo ſure in our actual Poſſeſſion, but 
may be taken from us without any far- 
ther Warning ; or a certain, ſudden, un- 


foreſeen Accident may intervene and pre- 
vent 
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vent the Fruition of it. There can be 10. 
thing ſocertain in this World ; no, not even 
between the Cup and the Lip, but it may 
miſcarry before it reaches the Mouth. 
Daily Experience, almoſt as univerſal as 
Mankind, hath eſtabliſh'd this as an Ora- 
cle of Truth. And therefore it will ne- 
ver be ſafe for us to truſt to Futurities, 
fince we do not know what may happenin 
the Interim of our preſent Joys, or expe- 
fed Bliſſes; and thoſe very [hings that 
we have in ourown Hands, are but highly 
wncertain and precarious at the beſt, No- 
bing, in ſhort, though we think it never 
ſa ſecure in our on keeping, can be inſur'd 
to us againſt the wiſe Diſpoſal, or the 
Will and Pleaſure of Heaven, How can 
we depend upon the airy, fleeting, and tran- 
ſitory Bubbles of Life? How ſhould we 
tell what may come to paſs in the Turn of 
a Hand, or the Twinkling of an ye, 
without the Gift of divine Inſpiration, or 
Prophe f ::: vt 
Alas! poor Mortale] What we have 
between our Teeth, our Meat and Drink, 
is not to be calld our own for Certain, 
till it is ſafe down in our Belles : And 
not then neither, unleſs it turns to the 
Nouriſhment, Welfare, and Health of our 
Bodies. Anacreon was choak'd with a 
Grape-ſtone :. Arid no Doubt, but _— o- 
ther 
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ther People alſo have dy'd with their 
Vittuals in their Mouths, if the Truth was 
known. *Tis dangerous to preach over 
our Liquor, for fear of what may fall out 
between the Cup and the Lip, withont 
Feſting. The Story of ANCA&Us is as noto- 
rious and well known among the Learned, 
as the Pꝛoverb among the Vulgar He 
was bragging once with a Glaſs of Wine 
in his Hand, that a Servant of his had 
told him formerly in a Pet, upon ſome 
Difference they had about planting a a 
Vine, He ſhould never drink of the Fruit 
of that Tree; but that nom he ſhould 
make him a Lzar to his Face. The Word 
was no ſooner out of his Mouth, but in 
comes the Man to acquaint his Maſter, 
that a huge wild Boar was ravaging the 
Vineyard, Upon which, he ſet down the 
Wine in all haſte, to ſave his Vintage, and 
loſt his Life upon the Spot, in the Ren- 
counter with the bloody Beaſt. So that not- 
withſtanding all his Labour, or his Care to 
prevent the worſt and the great Probability 
of his making the Servant a ly ing Fellow, 
by his having the very Cup in his Hand ; 
yet he never taſted of the Juice of that 
Grapewith his Lips. ERASMUS,my Author, 
indeed varies the Hiſtory ; but without 
doing any Wrong yet tothe Truth, or the 
Memory of the fatal Adace, The — 
W 


| 
| 
1 
| 


 _ ver-ruling Providence. 
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will be the ſame ſtill, whether we pre- 
fer the Opinion of Ariſtotle, or Feſtus Pom- 
perus, or Lycophron, concerning the Per- 


fon , who, and how, and by whom or 


what Accident he was killa > But whoe- 
ver was the Propber, they all agree unani- 
mouſly, that it was foretold, one Ancæus 
ſhould be /{#in before ever he drank of the 
Fruit of tuch 2 Vine that he was then a 


planting; and it fell out accordingly be- 


tween the Cup and the Lip, even while 
he was laughing, and going to make mer- 


ry about the Falſeneſs of the Pradiction. 


But Dionyſus in Lenodotus, as well as 
Homer, relate the Matter of Antinous, 
one of Penelope s humble Servants; who, 
olding a Glaſs of Wine in his Hand, and 
ing ready to drink, (after paſſing ſome 
previous Compliment, I ſuppoſe) was ſud- 
denly ſtabb d by Ulyſſes, and 4y'd in that 
Inſtant, before ever he could carry the Li- 
quor to his Neud. Thus did this unhap- 


Py Galant wooe his 6wn Deſtruction by a 


lingering Courtſhip, upon the conhdent 
Preſumption of obtaining an uncertain, dif 


appointed Pleaſure. But be it as it will, 


the Pzoverb is as certuin in all its Cir- 
cumſtances as Death ; or that we live on- 
ly under the gracious Protection of an o- 


1 
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I need not mention here, how many 
Men have had the like lamentable Fate a- 
mong us too; who have been mortally 
wounded, or murder'd ſome other Way, 
in their Cups, upon ſudden Quarrels ari- 
fing in the Heat of Blood, as well as by 
other urilucky Accidents, either in Ta- 
verns, Ale-houſes, or elſewhere, and in 
worſe Places too. But this is too tragi- 
tal to rehearſe; and the Matter of Fact is 
ſo very obvious to every He, that it needs 
no other Proof, nor Reproof, beſides the 
Pꝛoverb. wever, it is well known, 
we were not Jae once in drinking one a- 
nother's Heakhs in ELAN D; and, 1'/ 
Pledge you, was all the Security we had 
in Quenching our Thirſt then, for Fear 
of the DANEs cutting our Throats in the 
very Action. And ſince ſo it is, and was, 
and will be again, that there is no bar- ' 
ring ſuch or the like ſad Accidents, but by 
a peculiar Blefſmg from above, we ought 
to have a wiſe Diſtruſt of our ſelves in 
DRINxIN d, and to take a particular Care 
not to over- dot, leſt ſome fatal Thing 
or other ſhould fall out all on a fudden in 
the Exceſs, and endanger either Life or 
ya: upon the Surprize. 2 

But by the By, this P1overb is alſo a 
Divine, as well as a Moral Lecture to us 
Mortals, not to e much upon 
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our Strength, Wenlth, and Vigout in all 


worldly Satisfitions.* We ought not to 
ſolace our ſelves with fond Expectati- 


ons beyond this Caveat. Tipling, and 


Toping, and Bonzing above Meaſure, 
is as bad as Bowiting in our Liquor 43 
if we would bully the Heathen God, in 


their l-wdeſt Reel, and defy them in 
the Debauch. But the Preſervation of 


Health, is wholly. owitig to another ſort 
of Heaven, than Voluptuaries or Liber- 
tines frame ro _—_ — in their poſi- 
tive Aſſurances o etal Happine 

upon vie Andie muſt x Ps 
without Dvabt, either ſooner, or later, 
with the deäreſt Tribute of Nature; that 
is, of a certain and unavoidable Dark. 
For we do not, we cannot know whe- 
ther the next Bit of Bread we eat, the 


next Draught of D##nk we take, or the 


next Breath of Ai we draw, may not be 
our laſt, through tlie prefer t Uncertain- 
ties of human Life, and a Million of un- 
foreſeen Accidents that may happert even 
between 8 Han and wt 77 ak the 

and the Lip, or the Pe and the 
. — N 6 cut off our Hopes all at 
once, either of Fortune, or Felicity in 
this World: For future Contingencie: 


are neither within the Compaſs of our 


Power nor in the View of our ſhort-fight- 
ed Underſtanding How- 
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However yet, the French make a jocy- 
lar Saying ont, to this Effect ; that be- 
tiocen the, Hand and the Mouth, the Broth 
is many tines loſt : Whether they mean, 
that a Man may ſpill his belov'd Soup by 
Chance, loſe it through his own Careleſ- 
neſs, or be depriv'd of it by ſome extra- 
ordinary Event of an irreſiſtable Force, 
or an unavoidable Neceſſity, it is all one 
to the double Entendre of the Pꝛoperb. 
It will alſo bear an equal Conſtruction in 
all other Affairs of human Inconſtancy , 
with this Remark upon our Diſappoint- 
mente, as well as a Reprimand of our 
greateſt Confidence 3 that we can be SURE 

of nothing in this World,” 
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M3 1511-1 BROW. LVL. 1 no 
The King's Cheeſe goes away Halt 


* 


Nee xion. 
His is Profuſeæneſt to the higheſt De- 
J  gree of Impudence, as well as Immo- 
 ralityamons the ſworn Sexvants in aRov- 
al. FamitLy. The Bread, and the Bin- 


ter, and the Beer, (I preſume) may all 
5 2 0 
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go the ſame Way too, and need not be 
excepted out of the Bill of Imbezilments ʒ 
where ſuch bold prodigal Pranks are 
play d, and ſuch notorious Crimes are com- 
mitted, as when the KiNc's Cheeſe goes 
Half away in Parings, And it is well if 
the Money be ſafe too from Sharpers, 
where we find ſuch extravagant Doings, 
ſuch Cheats as palpable as they are pre- 
ſumptuous, either permitted or unpu- 
niſh'd. es ig 
I be Cours of Princes have been al- 
ways profuſe in this Reſpe&, and are ſel- 
dom free from Pilferers, Pickpockets, and 
Thieves, of one Quality or another, in Pla- 
ces of Truſt. It is a ſhrewd Encourage- 
ment to them to ſteal from an Abundance. 
The Heap proves tempting, and they 
Hope it will never be WIS} if they take 
but a little from a great deal. And be- 
ſides, they promiſe themſelves this Secu- 
rity, more than any other Felons, upon 
the Fact; that if ever they chance to be 
diſcover d, it will be no greater Diſgrace 
to em perhaps than the Loſs of their Pre- 
ferment ; which is a Thing of Courſe, 
that happens every Day at Court, to one 
Perſon. or another, who is turn d out of 
Favour for leſs Faults than theirs 80 
that if * eſcape Proſecution, or Pu- 
niſoment, ſcot - free, for paring away the 
| | King's 
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King's Cheeſe, they think they ſhall ne- 
ver be diſtinguiſh'd afterwards jn rhe 
Crowd of their Fellow-ſufferers, but con- 
tinue upon a fair Level yet with the reſt 
of Mankind, either as to their popular 
Character of being good Subjefts ſtill, or 
their Reputation of having got great E. 
ſtates, though by cheati * ROWN. 
It does not require a publick Not ary, to tell 
how the King's. Taxes were gather d to 
the laſt Extremity of a Farthing, and not 
one Half yet, or a Third ſometimes, of 
the Money ever came into his Coffers, or 
was ever brought into the Exchequer. To 
{ay no more, the O—rs run away with 
R 8 
In ſhort, this P2overb manifeſtly com- 
plains of g great Grievance in ſome Na- 
tion or another, where ill Practices were 
carry d on by Stealth, even in the King's 
Houſbold. It fairly hints, as if his mental 
Servants imbezilFd his Goods, or his M- 
niſters were not honeſt. It ſeems alſo to 
to inſinuate, as if felonious Perſons were 
crept into his Offices of Truſt, or got 
into his Chambers,Cleſets, and Coffers, for 
Money, as well as into his Pantry for 
Bread and Cheeſe. But, however, it po- 
ſitively declares, that he was wrong'd of 
Half his Proviſion of Victualt, Meat, or 
Drink, under this particular comical C- 
ver 
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ver ol the CMEESE-PABEIN OS. And hence 
we may take it for granted, there will al- 
ways be ſome lavi oe in every Prince's 
Court, where a yal Table is kept, to 
waſte and confound; to prog for them- 
elves, and regale their Friends; and to 
deſtroy more in one Day, by their clande- 
fine Tricks, than would dine baff the 
Crkown'd HEADS in Europe. But imbe- 
Ziling of Belly-Timber, they think is no 
ſuch extraordinary Offence in a Palace, 
without any Regard all the While to Con- 
ſcience and Hqngur, or the Kine they cheat. 
And it is now become a ,faſhionable Kna- 
wery, to be PROfusE in all CoURTs out 
of UTop1a, except this of GREAT BN. 
ane ante ales ood ad. 
But the Pzoverb, however, aiqs; at 
higher, Things het, and , nobler Perſons, 


* 


than Beef-eaters, or Wine-bibvers, in, the 


o 


Princes Cellar. The Tax-Gathever, and 
the Collector of Cuſtoms, will find them- 
ſelves highly concern d here, as well as tlie 
Exciſe- man, OT 4 Perſon in the Poſt-Office, 
to conſider how far, and how fairly they 
diſcharge. their Duty in their refpeRive 


Offices, or do Fuſtice to their SUPREAM 


Heap and GOVERNOR. Great Courtiers 
alſo have fometimes prov'd as ireacherows 
and falſe as other Folk. For if the KiNG's 
Cbeeſe goes half away in Parings, at this 


Rate, 


oy 
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Rate, he may be robbd of his Right by 
his Subjects, or wtong'd of his Revenue, 
and the Goveriment may be cheated inte 
the Bargain. His Stores may be imbezz- 
led, as well as the publick Money, when 
it is told over a G#idiron, or converted to 
private, | had like to have ſaid Pious 
Uszs but Popery is out of Doors. We 
know well enough who STOLE the Crows 
formerly ; but who dares ſo much as ſteal 
the Deer, the Ducks, and the Geeſe out 
of the Park, or the ſb out of the Ponds 
now? The Time: are chang'd, and the 
Nation ſettl'd upon a ſurer Foot, or a bet- 
ter Foundation, Who dare now tmpoſe 
their Cheats upon our gracious, wile, and 
frugal QUEEN, either 1n Point of Peace, 
or of War £ Who dare now lay their falſe 
Accounts before her MAJESTY ho dare 
nom ttanſgreſs their Duty, either at Home: - 
or Abroad? Who dare now fink the Par- 
liamentary Money into their own Pockets, 
or run away with it to HoLLanD? Who 
dars now, inrich themſelves, by impove- 
rining the Stats? What, Officers dare 
now Wrong the common Soldiers of half 
their Pay And in fine, who. dare now 
nibble at the CRown ? ho dare curtail 
the QUzEtN's Revenue 2 Who dare de- 
fraud her of her Taxes? ho dare pre- 
tend to pare her Prerogative ? Who dare 
OT; endeavour 


* 
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endeavour to wfurpg upon her Authority ? 

I know not the Perſons ; but the P2overb 

would fain make us believe, that there ei- 

ther are, or have been, -or may be ſuch 

audacious Courtiers, ſuch mercenary Sub- 

jects, and ſuch cheating Politicians in all 
GOVERNMENTS, | 
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There's 4 great Cry, but little Wooll⸗- 
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8 Reflexion. 
HE Mountain in Labaur, and brought 
to Bed of a Mouſe, without the Help 
of 4 Midwife, according to the FABLE, 
is an exact Emblem of this comical A- 
DAGE. The fosliſh Spectators indeed were 
both amuz d and amaz'd with mighty Ex- 
pedctat ions ; they conceiv'd huge Monſters 
in their Minds, and long d to be deliver'd 
of the Wonder ; till the Morar at laſt 
ll fent em all home again, wiſer than the 
tl catne, with a Witneſs, though not ah 
1 their Sight, or a ſerious Reflexion. How- 
Il ever, they were wellpleas'd, perhaps, with 
Pi the ridiculous Trille; for certainly they 
could not be frighten'd out of thei 2 
Mouſe; 
an 
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and they had good Laughing enough tor 
their Labour, over and above, upon the 
Diſappointment of their vaſt Hopes: But 
what a great Cry was there, and how lit- 
tle Wool, when not one Sheep appear'd 
all the While upon the Mountain ; and 
out comes the diminutive, deſpicable, 
poor Creature of a Mouſe, at long Run, 
inſtead of a Mutton ; which could afford 
the idle People no extraordinary rich 
Fleece off its Back, towards cloathing their 
own, or ſetting up a Woollen Mamifacture 2 
The LoRD-MaAvORS Show comes off ſome- 
times after this rueful and romantick Man- 
ner, and yields no better Satisfaction to 
the gazing Multitude, who loſe both their 
Time and Buſineſs, to run gaping about the 
Streets as if they would ſwallow the gaw- 
2 PAGEANTS, (if there be any ;) which 
ignify no more than to ſhew the hy of 
the Town, and to expoſe the Vanity of the 
People for Fools, upon the Upſhot of ſuck 
4 noiſy, tranſient, and deluſive Specia· 

ele. | | | 
To make a Noiſe about Nothing, is Lon- 
don all over in an Uproay upon falſe Ru- 
mours, and drawn to the Life in a L- 
TLE. The ſeveral Cares of this Place are 
not greater Marks of the Peoples diffe- 
rent Wants, than ſo many good Proofs of 
the Pzoverb. Perſons in Miſery, in Di- 
Z ſtreſs, 
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ſtreſs, in Poverty, in Danger, or in Di- 
ſtraction, are always the loudeſt, and moſt 
tumultuous. Clamouring and 1 iſe muſt 
needs argue ſome Neeeſſity or other among 
People, either in Point of Brains, or of 
Money, or of making a Mob, to cry up 
their own Party and Fe#ion. But to 
make too much ado, with an induſtrious 
Clack, in Matters of little Moment, ſhews 

either the Want of Senſe, or of Honeſty ; 
and in Courſe only gives us to under- 
ſtand, either the Policy or the Offentation 
of the bouncing Pretender at the Bottom. 
It is like D— B. ge, that famous 
ſpiritual Merry- Andrew's perfidious preach- 

ing, bawling, and thumping the. Pulpir- 
with his Noiſe and Nonſenſe, to no Man- 
ner of Purpoſe, ſave only his own mer- 
cenary Ends of making a-Gain of his pre- 
tended Godlineſs © And in this Reſpect, 
— xo the Wool may be as great 
as the CRY ; though, at the ſame Time, 
without any Prejudice to the Truth of 
this Mꝛonerb ſtill, on the other Hand, 
againſt his lowd . Exclamations, .and Jittle 


Performances, by his frothy. Harangues, 


except fome religious [ntrigues, only ot 
Delufion and Match-making, carry d on 
under-hand, by his bantering Divinity; 

which are all holy Cheats, and baſe Pra- 


ices, difcarded out of the Pale of the 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Church, as well as the Sphere of 
my Undertaking. In thort, the ſole End 
of the great Noiſe he makes in the Con- 
venticle,” is to turn all RELIiGioN into 
Farce, Time: ſerving, aud getting of Money 
from ſome eredulous undiſcerning Eigots. 

But from one End of the City and Su- 
»urbs, to the other, you thall always find 
ſome bragging People, or clamourous 7 ack- 
puddings, liable ro the Laſh of this Re- 
ſexion, more or leſs: They have abun- 
Jance of Buſfmeſs, and little to do in the 
buſtle or the Crowd ; bey are in a great 
Hurry and Concern for a ſmall Matter of 
Advantage, either in View, or in Rever- 
lion ; they are often big with abortive Ex- 
pectations 3 promiſe themſelves Golden 
Mountains with the boldeſt Aſſurance; 
and do not only wake a great CRr, but 
politively crack too of ſome MicHTyY No- 
THING or other, either of Fact, Fortune, or 
Felicity. How many of our dainty,delicate, 
luxurious Ladies, have often prov'd with 


Child of àa Tympany only, after the moſt 


confident Rumours of the Reality of the 


Thing? Swoll'n up with a miſtaken Con- 
ceit, they have ſtrongly believ'd, report- 
ed, and even ery d out alfo of their great 
Bellies; but in the Event, have only been 
deliverd of a little Vind or Water, the 


Effect of their comfortable prolifick Drams, 
** cr 
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or Morning's Draughts of hot and cold 
Tes, or of ſome other more pernicious 
Potions. In fine, there has been a great 
Cry made more than once about this Mat- 
ter in {ome good Families, but little Wooll, 
or no Occaſion at all for Blankets, to ful- 
fil the Pꝛoverb in the moſt literal Accep- 
tation of it; which, for that very Rea- 
ſon, will naturally admit of this Refleæi- 
on, and the muſt bear the Blame om t. 
What a Mei and Pother do our Ham- 
kers make in a Hurry about the Streets 
with their NEws-Books here, of ſome 
great and good Intelligence from Abroad, 
with licele or nothing in em frequently, 
but. Sham and Invention at Home? And 
betides, we cannot always expect to have 
god News from HoLLAaND; for Fortune 
w:ll play her Cards ſtill as ſhe pleaſes in 
FLANDERS, and deal as ſhe thinks ht in 
the Field of _ Bartel, notwithſtanding. the 
Bravery of the Durch. However, it is 
their Buſneſs to get Money by impoſing 
upon People; and to put off for a Penny, 
£5 poſſible, the moſt Iying Poſiſcripe that 
ever was printed, or the falſeſt Paper that 
ever was pirated, with the loudeſt Cryes, 
and moſt vehement Acclamatiens, let PA- 
eUELET's Horſe have brought the Expreſs 
from what Part foever of the known 
World. What Shouts ! what Triumphe 


in 


Rh 0 HM 0 5 7 R837 _ 7 &f - WT WED 


upon PROVERBS 309 
in Town ſometimes, about little Affairs, 
not half ſo important as Peace and Qri- 
etneſs in the World! Tis like the Rab- 
ble's huzzaing a Monkey, inſtead of a Mo- 
narch ʒ like railing a Tumult about a dead 
Cat, a live Mouſe, or two Bull-Dogs a 
fighting; and making an Inſurrection for 
leſs Matters than Liberty and Property, 
or concerning Popery and arbitrary Pow- 
er. Popular Clamours generally happen 
about inſignificant Trifles, In a Word, 
the mountainous Ck proves always to be 
greater than the WooLL that is got by't. 
But, when all is ſaid and done, the 
main Inſtruction and Morality of this good 
old Saying, lies in giving us a Cantion a- 
gainſt boating too much of our own Strength 
or Qualifications to do Wonders, for 
fear of a Foil, a Fall, or ſome little ridi- 
culous Production in the Event; which 
may either blaſt our Credit for the fu- 
ture, or throw this ſevere Reproach in our 
Diſh, to chew the Cud upon hereafter ; 
by pretending confidently to do what we 
were not able to perform, with more Ap- 
plauſe, and better Succeſs, upon the va- 
niſhing of our great Bluſter, and noiſy 
Prefumption, into NoTHING. 'Tisthecom- 
mon Way of all Braggadochio's, to mag- 
nify Things beyond Reality 5 to make an 
Elephant of a Fly ; or to talk as high as 
Moun- 
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Mountains, and come off at, length with 
humble Mole-hills or Mouſe-holes. Their 
Speceh may be loud and lofty, but their 
ions mean and low, or ſurprizingly fri- 
volous in the Execution of their mighty 
Pretenſions. When Lovis LE GRAN 
makes himſelf lictle by any diſhonoura- 
ble Practices, either in Peace or War, 1 
15 the Height of this Pꝛoverb; and it 
will abide tranſplanting into FRANCE or 
SPAIN, upon Occaſion. But ſome Perſons 
have alſo interpreted it otherwiſe, upon 
MaroMET's Hill: That Impoſtor pretendod 
to remove Mountains : ; but upon his fa:l- 
ing to do the Miracle, he had no other 
Way to bring himſelf off, than by a re- 
markable Buf/ooxry, and this very Jeſt of 
great Promiſes, but ſmall Performances a- 
mong his deluded, Admirers. However, 
all Beaſters think to raiſe a huge Duſt in 
the World, like the bragging Fh upon 
the C zri-wheel, from the Faith or. good 
Manners of other Me en, by their vam 
Clary; while they only put out their own 
Her, by endeavouring to blind the Un- 
3 of thoſe that have the Pati- 
ence to give em the Hearing. | 
This Sgying therefore is a ſevere Satyr 
againſt thoſe GLokioso's of the Age, 
that promiſe great Matters, even PRoDI- 
GIES, in Front or Appearance what with 


the 
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the Haughtineſs of their Looks, the Fine- 
neſs of their Dreſs, and the Authority of 
their Gate ; affable, courteous, and ſeem- 
ingly humble only out of Craft, to raiſe 
the Admiration of the Vulzar, and to be 
thought wonderiully wiſe, or as politicł 
as Purlianient- men, by the Gravity and 
Statelineſs of their Carriage : But when 
they come to the Tz/?, either of Learning, 
or. of common Bujmefs, they prove the 
meereſt Novices in Nature ; nothing but 
Outſide, Pageantry, and Oſtentation. They 
know no more of State-4f airs, or of Phi- 
laſophy, than their ignorant  Fellow-Sub- 
jecta ʒ illiterate to the worſt Degree of a 
leſſen d Character; and in the 44% Tryal, 
are ſo far from anſwering Peoples vaſt 
mountainous Expectations, from the Mag- 
nificence of their external Figure, that 
they cannot perform any Thing compara- 
ble to what they promis d at firſt Sight by 
their Big Words, and their Golden Flee- 
* 0 . ee eee, 

It is Iikewiſe a juſt Lampoon upon ex- 
tolling and crying up worthleſs Creatures, 
whether rational or irrational, dead or 
Huing, with the fulſomeſt Flarreries, and 
moſt monſtrous Commendations, in Me- 
mory of their feeble Feriues.: It alſo 
touches our vain-glorious Scribblers to the 


Quick, who vant themſelves either upon 
IF. their 
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their own Parts and 8 or the 
pompous Paneg yricks of other Paraſites; 
to the great Diminution of both their De- 
ſerts, as well as the Diſgrace of their Ac- 
compliſhments: For, in ſhort, this only 
makes them Proverbial GENTLEMEN. But 
after all, the honeſt Country Fellow had 
good Reaſon to have this pleaſant banter- 
ing Expreſſion in his Mouth, when he 
ſbear d bis Hogs ; whether it happen d ei- 
ther out of the Simplicity of his own 
29000. upon the Folly of the Action, or 
from other Peoples making a mighty Noiſe 
about a Thing of nought; a Thing of no 
Profit, nor Advantage, nor Wiſdom in the 
World : For we can neither expe& any 
Beaver off a Hog's Back, nor Wooll off a 
Mouſe's © Skin, without a JEST, and the 
juſteſt Raſſesion of the Pꝛoverb. | 
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195 
Friendſhip does not depend upon Comple- 


ment, 201 
Futurities are liable to Diſappoimtments, 
LEAP 217 
Favourites are always careſs'd, or much 
Fondneſs is the Cauſe of Favour, 227 
Female Differences decided by Dint of Scold- 


ing, 232 
> | OE Fall'n 


The IN DEX. 
Fall'n Stars de their Brightneſs, 247 


Face is @ falſe Index of the Mind, p. 255 
1 e res & oo of the Fi eld, 273 


| 5 
N 

"\Luttony deſtroys the Body, 12 
GENTLEMEN org ht not to live above 
Biber Eſtates, 15 
Goverrimen of the Thought, bom difficult, 
£41 20 
Great Rogues bang up little ones, 36 
N Nl in {.oxpox, are Cheats, 


Gora Bill d with 2 Pebble, xr 
Cold is good ſor tha Fyes, - 62 
Golliping — Quarrels in Pali, 71 
| Gollips are the Peſt of the Town, 72 
Gameſters are often Cheats,” 4 75 


Gop ALMIGHTY, 30 Neuter, MY 
Gent ilit y not to be ' Plirchas with Meek 


„ann el 3 
Gifts of Nature and Fortune, not 1 in 
* "at, 128 2 16 


G0 Handi i in vos. of 1 no Orator, 179 
Gratitude has no Inſurance-Office, 200 
'Graritications of Senſe,/ea06 a 2 Stin 
vbrlial en, * 32220 28 
Greed y-Gurs wil bear of norbing but. eat- 
Ang; 224 
Go Mantiors in nung, to be Indſero d, 


. 234 
Generab 


The IN DEX 
General Calamities have particular Advan? 


tages, 238 
Gentlemen onght to be. aq good a as their 
Word, „ 112-5 
Generoſity may be in a * „„ 7 
Greatneſs no Argument of oodneſs,”. -258 
GRACIANS grateful to their Generals, 263 
Gon governs the World, <1 1268 
H. 


Unger makes Men do ſtrange Then 


Hunger is powerful, next to 4 Ae. þ - 


Hoſpitality almoſt quite loft, 13 
Hypocriſy reigns mightiy, 21 
Health 20 be preſervd by moderate Diet; 

60, 61 


HolLAND has heen bountifully relieu d Ka 


England, 
one's not the Way to deter deſperate 


87 

Humility 0 Advancement, very com- 
mendable, . \  :),,1; Bol 
Humanity, nat infallible, 103 


HEATHEN Gops, mo# of em lemd, 104, 105 
HERCULES call'd upon for Help, 114 
Heirs often ruin d by their Mother's Fond- 
ne, 57 5.34 

Heads of 3 Men xy . 
Honour to m ꝛ ͤ ] 1478 
„ Halt. 


The INDE x. 


Hoſpitable Perſons often ill rewarded, 200 
HERop's Luſt, the Cauſe of St. JOHN's 
"Death, 4 | vm -1:511 opp 
Hupgry Men, the moſt unreaſonable, 218, 
W arg 
Halcyon-Days in Time of Peace, 226 
Heavy Judgments not to be banter'd, 238 
Hoping for our Parents Death, very unna- 
tural, 


241 
HAMAN brought to the Gallows by Pride, 


| | | 24 
Height of Ambition turns the Brain, LF 
x | 245 
High Station is very ſlippery, 245 
Haughtineſs never proſpers long, 246, 247 
Haſty Climbers generally fall, 247 
Happineſs, to be content in a menn Condi- 
Tion, 248 


Hosss his Philgſophy would come in Play, 

dit hot Laws, n 253 
Hypocriſy not to be prevented, without an 

Act of Parliament, 253, 254 
HERCULES known by his Fort, 253 
Haſtineſs ſet forth, in reckoning Things too 
_ 259, 260, 261 


I Nrention cannot make an ill Alion good, 


Impoſabilitics, not ro be undertaken, 4 
I | JASON 


The INV DEI. 
JasoN's ſtealing the Golden F leece, 1 


 Intemperance, dangerous, 12 
Jeſting is againſt the Rules of good Man- 
ners, | 22 
Intereſt governs the World, 22 
Inconltangy of Affection, notorious in both 

xes, 26 


on, no School-Maſter, by his Patience, 33 
prudence zo truſt a ſworn Enemy, 45 
Impertinence in Company, is troubleſom, 54, 
Interruptions in Talk, not good Breeding, 
56 

Intrinſick Work, the true Rate 5 Things, 


Idolatry rings from Money, 5 63, 64 
TY: other) of Money, 65 
ngratitude deſerves no Ræſpect, 87,88 
ISRAELITES murmur d againſt Moses, oy 
3 hard to be alter d, 
Indulgence of Parents ſpoils Children, 95 
ladiffer erency in Matters of Moment, a Fault, 
103 
IAIsEH-Mex, admir 4 by Engliſh Women, 
8 107 
Jack would ſain be a Gentleman © 115 
Jacos's Bleſſing, 


Interpretation of the Scriptures belongs tg 


875 30 
Turing loft by Self-Conceit, _ 166 
; _ by the Outhde, not ſafe nor 


— 177 
uſtice 


—— — — — em 


The IN DEN. 


Juſtice z5 aways to be done, we” 4 
22 duſtry „ the only "9 0 2 We ell, 189, 

* 
Jos' s Comforters: were all falſe, | os 
Judgment ought not ta be raſh, 228 


Iapartial Correction, the ended ag of 
\ Schools, 229 
in Language not to be return 4 for Sadr 


Iademnity of Rebels, iladuizd in the 70 

3 Ws 2335 
0 

"IN GS, not to be Provok 4 by the peo. 


ple, 
ing of ARRAGON could not have made FF 


I 


Mori batter, 6 62 
Kindneſſes not to be done to rngrateful Per- 
c IE 88 
ac GHTS. EkRA r, bave imaginary Whim: 
$56 217 
KiNe JAMES the F irſt, bis Law of F--ting, 
242 
al ROW at the Abel. Pich - 249 

4 55 

ug, makes a Man Fa biz 

; Lovers, their Complaints, 26 


Love: to: be belt try '4 by Abſence, ' 27 
Likeneſs Aries Parents 46d Children 1 


\ YEARS, 32 
e | Lookers- 


The INDEX. 
Lookers- on, the beſt Judges of Aﬀairs, 40 
L' ESTANGE's ingenious Anſwer to F ATHER 


PETERS, 275112" 8 
Little Things are not contemptible, 66 
Lyars in any Profe 5 ion, not to be belies 4, 

6g 
Ladies ſbould not mix with their _ 


Likeneſs, the chief Lure of Society, 74,75 
Lazarus fed with an empty Prayer, 7 
Libelling the Government, not prudent, 84 


Liberty ig 2 dear Thang, 129 
Law-Suits, nor prudent againſt poor Peo- 
ple, 130 


1 preferable to Eſtate, 133, 136 
Lay-men ſhould be advisd by Divines, 

I 56. 

Love that's true, hides all perfonal Diſad- 
16 

. never fails of an Aſter- Clap, 172 

Long-Wigs, no Sign of Learning in mean 

People, 177 

La Ayn up againſt the evil Day, highly pru- 


190, I 
Love kiſſes in the Dark, de * 


227 


Like for Like, the Foundation of Ribalary, 


230 
Logger-heads not proper ng the Learn- 
([0115:11112 Js 
Loſers have Laube to talk, [11:11 896 
| n ern «Wife no BRNRETr- T ver- 
3 


The IV DEX. | 
Lyucirek caft out of Heaven for Pride, 243 
Lying, the worſt of Qualities, 251 
Letchers only vertuous by Decay, 270 
Luck is an unaccountable Thing, 271 


M. 


Iſcarrizges often happen for want f | 


thinking, 

Men, all have their Weak-fides, 19, 
Mockery not to be allo a, "21; 32 
| Miſtakes may be innocent in Company, 21 
MERrcuky ffole ADMETUS's Cartel, 36 
MAJESTY not to be affronted by the Mob, 41 
Match-makers are treacherous Perſons, 47 
Mans, his Efeminancy expos'd by 9 
CAN, 

Matrimony of old Perſons, ſeldom Wa; 


pete 4 

Money commands all Things, 3 
Money has its Vertues, as wel as Vices, 65 
Maſters ſoould not make Servants familiar, 


74 
Marrying without Parents Conſent, a Poly, 
Malt-Drink, no Liguer from the Bern 


ning, 
Mercies barden unprateful People, 
Melancholy inberiz-d — * & | 
Mechanicks,'nor fit . Mont, k i7 


cows mt fit to 
fie ro govern,” Mich! wy 


The Ix5 E = 


Miſchief-making, univetſal, oo 
Mocking is catehin 140, 144 
Malice, as Ur ue as Fire or Gun. Pow. 


+ . 
Mysrestes Or FairH abour human 
derſtanding, > 
Mtpas, 10 Fudge 0 I Muſick, 
Ma RSYAS,. 4 port Pretender, 


Miracles, nor 20 be expetted by idle Pe 


Misfortune has frw Friends, 
MakK ANTHONY Was ruin 
| TRA, ; 


Merit Gould always take Place, 2, * 

. Monakcny Supported by the I 
Miniſtry, in the Mein, need not be. chang, 
327 

Monk' 5 reftoring King Cranes the Se- 
1 235 
Mirac ulous Preſervation of Joxan, - 279 
„ 


Eoeſſaries of i 4 2g 41 


14 

fature loves neither Exceſs, nor Pe ect, 
14, (o 

Novelty more admir d, than any Thing, 
29 

Natives more valuable, than Foreigners, 81 
| — 


The INDEX. 


Nature, no Changeling, 91 
Nothing venture, nothing have, 113 
No Man has a Capatity for every Thing, 
r 

No one it Judge of | Dis 0703 Work, I 58, 

159 
None fo good, but another may be as good, 
We 2163 


NAxcissus admir d bim elf to Death, 165 
'Negl! rgence of thoughtleſs Servants at Ta- 


Ble, „„ 
N ed 7 is very powerful, 192, 193 
Nxcxssrrv IIS No LAw, en mifin- 

terpreted, (+ I 

Now the beſt Time Ayn 477 
No Apology for Nah in a plentiful 

Country, 222 

Nocturnal Pollurions ſzid to be the Cauſe 
che laſt great Wind, 2238 
National ments not to be aſeribd to 

little Matters, 239 

No Faith in Man, ſaid CoLEman, 249, 


250 
NESUCHADNEZZAR's [ſavage Intention a- 


gainff DANIEL, 267 
wi ke _ 22 to nobbiſb In. 
fultt, N 268 


The IN DE. 
33 


O rtunĩty makes the Thief, 
Obligations cannot bind againft Na- 


ture, 46 
Old Age not eafily impos d upon, 49 
Old People twice Children, _ 


Old Offenders will have their Deſerts, 
92 


Opinion, no true Rate of Things, 120 
Oſtentat ion ts meer Impoſition, 124 
Obſervator (Turchid) not fit for a Ge- 
S 1224, 123 
Owl in the Fable, ber young Ones no Beau- 
_ 160, 161 
Opiniators, the worſt of People, and affe- 
fed Pretenders, | + 1: YOU 
Occaſion is bald behind, 170 
Ornaments of Body, no Arguments of in- 
' ternal Vertue, 177 
Opportunities ( good) never to be negle- 
Fed, 188 
OviD fi imp his Sorrows ſweetly, 203 
Ornaments of Boay not to admird, 228 
OLIVER, in former Days, infamone, 2 34, 
27 
Other People's Miſcarriages berter i 
ſome, 
Obligations of the Law, abſolutely pere. 


in this looſe Age, 253 
7 . 4 X 2 Occa- 


The In DEX. 


Occaſional Conformity is ſcandalous, 245 
Oppoſition makes V ertue exert it Jelf, 


257 

OMNIPOTENCE, , 4 Check upon all Inbuma- 

nity, 267 
F. 

Royidential Deliverances, not ro be 

banter'd, 8,9 

ANDORA's Box, fall of Diſeaſes, 12 


Pampering, an Enemy to Health, Is - 

Prodigality breaks a Man preſently, we 
Prodigality, better than Nigma 18 

Princes are Slaves to their Paſſions, 75 

PIkITHOUS's great Frienadſoi ip, 

Parents Gould take Care, 2 their Chil. 


dren either hear, or fee. ill Things, 
3r 

Partiality intolerable, either i in Publick, or 
in Private, 35,36 


* « ought to make a Conſcience of Li- 
rt 42 
Pupils Gould conſider well, who are their 
Guardians, 47 
n is not fit for Society, 59,57 
Pygma ion unjuſt Riches did not proſper, 


| 64 
| Poverty diſpirits, at leaſt, 66 
Pretenders, in all Caſes, are good for no- 
Pte, , 68 


Pr Q= 


The INDEX. 
Profeſſors ought not to be illiterate Perſons, 


6 
Preſbyterians ſeldom deal with Churck- 
MEN » 75 


Profuſeneſs, no right Charity, 78, 79, 80 
Proſperity makes Men forget themſelves, 
| 99, 100 
Perfection in this Life, not poſſible, 108 
PARTHIANS, their way of Fighting, 111 
Priſons pay no Debts, 130 
Plotters ſeldom or never 'ſcape Puniſbment, 
ers 142, 143 
Prkil Lus handſell d his cm Engin of Death, 
P I 
Perſons taken in their own Craft, = 
Preachers ſpould not be admir'd for external 
Advantages, 1 
PAN fooliſhly challeng'd Apol Lo in Myſick, 
FEY 157 
Paraſites appear every where, 163 
Procraſtinating Things, very preſumptuous, 


170 
Philoſopher's Stone, explain d what it fig- 


ni ies, 183 
Play-Houſes are Nurſeries of Lewaneſc, 
211 

Poſſeſſion gives no Right, 213 
Pais ſhould not have given the Golden Ap- 
ple to Venus, 228 


2 


The IND Ex. 


Q 


UtyeDo s Parliament of Cats,” 43 
. „not Quantity, makes the 


57 

Qrare, 17 e the Seventh Son cures 

" the King's Evil, © 133 

Queens ſhould fem faireſt 1 in their King's 

© Byes, 166 

Quinteſſence of Female Quarrels, 230 
Quarrelling not the ay zo end Comtrover-, 

er, 232 

| Qualificati ions, internal, more valuable 

en outward Garb, 2 56 


REG Expreſſ ons are of ill deere 


Raſhnefs recbi ls upon the Speaker — 
24, 27 

Reformation of Manners ſhould begin at 
' the Top-People, 35 
of Perſons ſer forth at logs, 37, 
30, 39 

Religion med a Stalking-Horſe to Villam, 
42 

Rebels to fl kept off at a Diſtance, 45 
| Ramblers, no good Compamons, 56 
Ko Hoon s Story well known, 67 
Romance, 


The IN DET. 
Romance, not an Artick of Faith, 69 
Reformers ſhould be very good chem ſelves, 
7 1 
Reports often falſe and deſigning in Trade, 


FE 75 
Rigour of Parents ſometimes ſpoils Chit 
ren, 82 
Rewards and Puniſhments ſhculd be ſuited 
to our Actions, 8 
Reſtraints in vain againſt natural Inclina- 
un 925, 93 
Relarions and F riends are fl ighred by Up- 
ſtarts, | © 
Roman cpu very ridiculous, 119 
RoME formerly ruin d by ber own Srrengrk, 


145 
Ready Money the ſole Procurer of Friends 


ſbip, 200, 201 
Remorſe the * of all ſenſual Pleaſures, 
| | 207, 208 


Reverſion of ay Thing uncertain, 215 
Reſ pect ought to be given according to Me- 


=, 226 
Review no fair Writer, 233 
Reparty, innocent in Compan WW, 233 
Retaliation is no (riſen Law, 234 
Revenge muſt never n — 
** of King. HARLES was happy 

in it ſelf, 233 
Royal OVERAION better chan 4 Prote- 


_ or, 226 
5 Riches 


The IVD Ex. 
Riches and Honour are but Trumperies of 


Fortune, 240 

Ruin the End of Pride, | 244, 245 

RawLEiGH, Sir Walter's fatal Promotion, | 
248 


Reckoning without our Hoſt, a Folly, 262, 


8. 
Elf. Preſervation, 4 Maſh for Keele, 


= 4a = Aa 


Soromowe Rule of training up Truth, 


a4 nA a a ww aKMgNd 


Stealing the Crown, 4 bold Attempt, 5 
| l 20, 79, 85 
Servants ape t 2 and Miftreſſes, 


33, 34 
Soldiers, Scandalous for loving Whores, 


52 
Spirit of Contradictien in Diſcourſe, into- 


terable, 
Sermons ſuited 70 the Auditory, ate 2. | 


a 4a = a 


Stuffing of Carcaſes, umwhole efome, 98 85 = 

| — in all Profe Mant, 69 
9s. Fry Creatutes, . 70, 72 | 
ranch be diſtinguiſb d, 7 
W vation, el fated, 7s good, | 


79 
So- 


The INDEX. 
SOPHISTICATING of Wine is become notori- 
ous, 86 
Soul ſeparate, hankers after the Body, gt 
Skip-Kennels ſer up for Gentlemen, 101 
Sinners, all, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
| | IOA, 105 
SAMSON's Strength deſtroy d by a Woman, 
$43 Y 106 
Sweet-Hearts love no dallying, 109, 110 
St. Nicol As Image in Spain; deſpis d, 


118 

Singularity very diſagreeable, 120, 121 
SOPHOCLES's wiſe Saying, 123 
Spite recoils upon the Hater, 141 
SUICIDES, or Authors of their own Deſtru- 
dion, | 144 
Suffering makes People wiſe, 148 
Sermons not to be judg'd of by the Wliite- 
rate, 156 


Self-Conceit, the Mother of Miſtake, 1 755 
166 


STRATONICUS reprimandt @ Blackſmith, 
for pretending to more than he knew, 157 
Self-Love, the Cauſe of all Oftemation, 
162 

| Sakponick Herb cauſes Laughter to 
Death, I72 
gers are no true Friends, 198, 199 
SOLOMON had 4 Rod for the Fool, 205 
SIRENs, not to be hearkend to by ULys- 
SES, 209 
1 Stock- 


The INDEX. 
Stock-Jobbers are not fit to be dealt with, 


216 
| KD. 

_ x Hings of Worth and Value, are only 
Thought 7s hardly to be governd, 20, 21 
Tongue,tbe 2 Inſtrument of Mi ſebief, a 
Talking at Random, fooliſh, ' 24 
'FHESEUS, his Example of Fidelity, 27 
Fray tors never ta be truſted, 46 


Fravellers wit hunt Maney may ling, but 

| ſtarve, an n deen enn 
pptations nor 10 be fool'd with, 106 
Talking FRENCH, does not make a Gen- 


_ © theman, * 1182S 
Tradeſmen ſbould not ſet up for Stateſmen, 
154 


Time to be taken by the Forelock, 170 
'FRoJans ruin d by HELENA, 171, 172 
Femporizing, the Buſineſs of all Sorts of 

Anenes, 1.85, 186 
FRUANTS neff he correctedl at School, 203 
Tranſgreſſions not to be committed over a- 


gain, | | 205 
Trading upon 4 good Bottom, the beft, 216 
To-morrow never to be truſted, 217- 


Talking at Vifuals, unmannerly, 226 
'Foktts haue as much. Right to wyite- 40 

Whigs, 84 
2307 1 . 


The INDEX. 
Terrible Tempeſt, that bappen d Nov. 


36, 27. 1703, | 237 
Tryals of Patience may be beneficial to us, 
| 240 
Tyrannical Princes reprov'd, 246 
Truth is naked, * 255 


Triumph before Victory, aver-baſty, 263 
Things not to be meaſur d by Succeſs, 277 


U. 


* breaks through all Diffuulties, 

or Diſtance, 27, 28, 
UNIVERSITIES, extraordinay Schools a- 
gainſt ill Habits, and Vices of Families, 


32, 92 

Villainies of all Sorts, ariſe from Ingrati- 
titude, 89, 90 
Vicious Perſons would fain ſeem vertuous, 
95, 96 

Upſtarts always haughty, 100, 247 
Vanities of Dreſſing ſet fort, 107 


Valour always comes off ſucceſsfully, 110 
Underſtan — does not always go accord- 
ing to Seniority, 133 
ULYSSES dreaded the Sea, after repeated 
Dangers, 149 
Vulgar, not to meddle with Church or State, 
; 154, 155 
Vice complemented now-s-days, as well at 
Vertue, 4 164 
12 Vir- 


The IN PD Ex. 


Virginity once loft, is irrecoverable, 170 


Vertue needs no Set-Offs, "73 
Ule to be made of our Time, > EO 
Undertakings, all, ought to be well tim d, 

1 181, 182 


Vertue muſt never capitulate, 186, 187 
Voluptuaries commonly impos d upon to their 


rr 208 

Uncertainties not to be depended upon, 

214 

Uſurpation ought to make Men contin 

| 23 

Vertue attain'd by Aſfliction, 239 

Univerſal Monachy aſpird at by the 

FRENCH King, | 266 

Vengeance private, all mmlawful, 270 
8 =} 


Iſdom frequently comes too late, 5 
VV Words, as well as Actions, to be 


Faucurably imerpreted, 23 
Whig and Tory, a baſe Diſtinction, 42, 
| | Ps 


Whittington's Cat, an old Story, - oy 

 WorkLD grown à great Cheat, 53 

Wars ſupported by the Power of Money, 
| 6 


* . 
* 


n 3 
Want of Money, 2 miſerable Thing, 66 


Wiltul Errors, not pardonable, 84 
Women lay their Faults at the Men's 
Doors, 108 


Watching 


The IN PD Ex. 
Watching Harm, the Way to catch it, 


i . —143 
Wicked Men pay d off in their own Coin, 
: 1343, 144 
Warnings ought to be taken, 152 
Workmen ſhould pleaſe their Cuſtomers, not 
themſelves, 153 


Woman's Character, is, to be cajol d, 164 
Wives to be admir d before all other No- 


men, 167 
Worldly Affairs, not to take Place of Re- 
ligion, 170 
Worth (intrinſick) needs no external Or- 
naments, 174 
Wine of late Tears, is very much balder- 
daſh'd, 174 


Widows ſhould not appear too flaunt ing, 176 
Me ought to preſerve the Subſtance before 

the Shadow, | 217 
Wrath, the greateſt, proceeds from Hun- 


ger, | 218 
Want of Bread in @ Country, of dangerous 
Conſeqnence, 221 


Well-doers ought ſtill to be encourag d, 229 
Women ſhould not wear the Breeches, 231 
Wind-falls of Fortune, no Bleſſmgs, 241 


Wiſhes ought to be bounded, 241 
Weather zs beſt that Gop ſends, 241 
Words are but Wind, 250 


Warriors unfortunate, injuſtly treated, 264 
* : Wicked 


The IN DEx. 
Wicked Means mey be ut d to à good End, 
T5 Rs 
Works, not to be condemn d upon reading 
tbe Title-Page, 280 


Whores and Rogues, to be experd, 280 


J. 


X.7 Outh apt to be deluded, 50 
| Y Young People in Love with every 
Thing that s fair, | I 
Younger Children ought to be PE 

Jorg: C 131 


c «. 


Z. 


Exo made a right Uſe of his Misfor- 
tune, in being Ship-wrack'd, 239,240 


FINIS. 


ERRATAS. 


AGE 23. Line 5. for inprudent, read imprudent. P. 
P I. 14. f hurts, r. Burt; f. flrikes, r. ſtrike. P. 54. 172 
f. rough, r. lroug ht. f. P. 64. I. 2. 4, T. as. P. 116. J. 30 and in 
other Places, f. Grandure, r. Grandeur. P. 127. l. 19. f. 
in World, r. in the World. P. 155. 1. 15. f. is Evidence, r. 
is the Evidence. P. 165. I. 23. f. per / picuous, r. perſpica- 
cio. P. 169. 1, 16. f. entertaing, r. entertaining. P. 171. 
I. 2c. f. deed, r. dead. P. 171. J. 22. f. Buſineſs, r. Bufi- 
21eſs. P. 176. I. 22, f. flauntring, r. launting, P. 193. I. Tr. 
f. He, r. It. P. 207, I. 13. f. the, r. they, P. 208, I. 15. 
f. voluntary, r. voluptuary. P. 246. l. 5. f. ij no, r. i in 
no. P. 268. 1. rr. f. compleated, r. complotted, Some Li- 
xerals have eſcap'), which the Reader is deſir'd to excuſe. 
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A Catalogue of Books Printed for and 
Sold by G. Sawbridge, at the Three Gol- 
den Flower-de-Luces in Little-Britaig. 


Ully's two Eſſays of old Age, and of Friendſhip. 

With his Stoical Paradoxes, aud Scipio's Dream. 

Render'd into Engliſh, by Samuel Parker, Gent. Price 
bound 1s. 6 d. 

Euſebius Pamphilus's ten Books of Eccleſiaſtieal Hi- 
ſtory, faithfully tranſlated and abrigd'd from the Oxigi- 
nal, By Samuel Parker, Gent. To which is prefix ed, 
a Diſſertation concerning the Uſe and Authority of Ec- 
clefiaſtical Hiſtory, By the Author of the Snake in the 
Graſs. In a Letter to the Abridger. With the Life of 
Euſebius, abſtracted from the beſt Authors. Alſo an 
Account of his Works. And a large Index of the me- 
morable Perſons, &c. mention'd in the Abridgment- 
Price bound 3 s. 6d. 

The Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories of Socrates, Sozomen, and 
Theodorit, faithfully abridg*d from the Originals. By 
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Letter to the Abridger, from Charles Leily, M. A. Chan- 
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Grecz Sententiz Evariis Grecorum Libris hinc inde 
excerptæ, Quibus inſuper adduntur Aurea Carmina Pytha- 
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ad quam Orationis partem ſingula pertinent Vocabula In- 
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AT ices bard 5 to be truſted now-a- 


days, Page 286 
All Accidents are in the Power of Gop, 
293. 


AxacREON ch d with a Grape-Stone, 

294 
ANcæus, a memorable Story, 295, &c. 
ANTINoOUs fiabb'd 54 ULrssEsS, 296 
——gels, bis canting Intrigues, 306 
Buſineſs does not confift in bragging, 


307 
Boaſters, like the Fl y upon the Cort-wheel, i 
319 


C. 
= negleted by their Law yers, 
283 
Z Cha- 


The IND Ex. 


Character of Servants, 284 

CICERO, 4 Republican, or a Trimmer, 290 

Court-Preterments inconſtant, 300 
D. 


W. the falſeſt of Men, 292 
Death, how unavoidable, 296, 298 
DANEs il 0 cut the Throats of the Eng- 
lifh, 297 
Drink: ing too bard the moſt dangeros Thing, 
ibid. 

E. 


E uence 10 Proteclion againſt Hy po- 


criſy, 290 
ſtates or by N the Crown, 301 


Latterers are abominable, 291 
| Futurities not 70 be truſted ta, 294 
Fable of the Mountain in ng 304 


. 

\Rievances 3 in a Nation, where Princes 

are rorong 4, 5 301 

G LORIOSO'S, 2 ridiculous People, 310 
H. 


IOſtelers 20 be well lo- aſter, 281 
Houſe-keepers very inprudæut, 284 
ow crites delude People, 288 


Aal, the Bleſſing of Heaven, 298 


LI. Servants e Pld of rhe Nation „285 
Jack on bath Sides, _ 2288, 289 


E pledge you, what it means, 297 
TS , Imbesiling 
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* in Faſbion, | 302 
K. 
Nowledge ; none, of Riture Contin- 
gencies, 298 
Kings ſometimes notoriouſly cheated, 303 
I. 5 
Ivery-Stables not ober- honet, 282 
LABERTIUSs Minus ſcoff d Cicero for 
plaxing booty, 289 
Lord-Mayors Show, not worth ſeeing, 
905 
Loud Exclamations, little Performances, . 
306 
M. 
Ms ought to have an Eye over their 
Servants, 281 


Moderation, againſt the Church, 288 
Murder falls out often in our Cups, 297 


Men are fond of Sights, 304 
ManoMET's HILL, a Cheat of that Im- 
poſtor, 310 


N. 
Oiſe about nothing, ridiculous, 305 
News-Papers very often falſe, 308 
| NoThixc, the End o 3 al Bluſter, 309 


N 


Brice Your ExEmits, 4 falſe No- 


tion, 292 
Ofiicers of Truſt, are (ſome of em) given 
to imbe ⁊iling, 301, 302 
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Leaſant Story of a Carter, 293 
Partiality not to be us d in publick Af- 
fairs, 290 
Prevarication' odious either in Church or 
State, 2. 
Providence over-rules all Things, 293, 294. 
Preaching over our Liquor, dangerous, 295 
Profuſeneſs, notorious in Kings Houſes, 299 
Preſent State of ENGLAND, 304 


| Quuacras proceed from Drunken neſs, 297 


Riz: 5 fall Iſe, 305 
Ridiculous to wy 2 if Sights, ibid. 
Ervants neglett — Maſter's Bufmeſs, 
282 

Solos excellent Law againſt Colluſion, 
and Party-men, 289 
* in all Courts, 300 


F. 
Rimmers characteria d, 187, 289 
Trifles may N N diverting, 304 
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Shers nor ſo diligem as Maſters in 
Schools,, W. 286 
Ants of People diſcoverable by Up- 
roars, 306 
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Unon - Proverb : 
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If Sxbpaw has a Cap, 
SCRUFFELL wots full well of That. 


Setting forth, 


I. The Neceſſity of Uniting. 

II. The good Conſequences of Uni- 
ting. 

III. The happy Union of England 

and Scotland, 


— 


LOND O N. 


Printed for GRroxeE SAWBRIDGE, at 
the Three Golden Flower-de-Luces in Little Britain. 
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In Caſe of a Foreign [ nvaſſon. 


Felix quem faciuut aliena Pericula cautum. | 


J. 


—— — | 
it y—_ r * ſt ** „— „** at. * Ate Als a * 
_ 
PY 3 
. 
% 
_ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


To the T RUE 


Britiſh 3 


' [TH Submiſſion, 
I think I need ſay. 
little ore here, by Way of 
Preface; but that this 139 
only a Proverb at large, or 
rather a Provincial Saying 
in the ſtricteſt Acceptation : 
And ſo I night unmediate= 
ly conclude with Mr. Rar's 
excellent Remark pont; 
A2 which 


To the Reader. 


which ſets the dark Expreſ- 
ſion in A TC 
as to the Situation of Places, 
and the . Sigmfication of 
Words; with a ſhort Hint 
alſo of its Moxaiiry, over 


and above, to this Effed. 


© Sktppaw and SCRUFFELL, 
* are two Neighbour-Hills, 
© or high Mou ntains; the 
© one in Cumberland in 
*. ExcLavd\, the other” in 
„ Anandale in ScorrANb: 
Aud if the former hap- 
pens at any Time to be 
eappd with Clouds, or 
*foggy Miſts, it will not 
ih long er Rain, or the 
n „„ 


\ 


4 


— 
£ 


To the Reader. 


< like, falls on the latter. 
It is alſo ſpoken of ſuch, 
« who muſt expect to ſy m- 
* pathize in their Suffer- 
„ ings, by Reaſon of the 
* Vicinity of their Habi- 
* tations. 


But after all, finding, 
upon ſecond Thoughts, that 
this Proverbial Canto had 
more than a vulgar, or a 
natural Senſe in it; more 
than either bare Jingle, 
or meer Hiſtory and Geo- 
graphy; as it ſeems plainly 
to touch upon the common 
Advantages of two. neigh- 
bourims Kingdoms uniting, 

| where 


To the Reader. 


where the Safety of the One 
wholly depends upon the 
Welfare of the Other ; 
and as it may alſo for cer= 
2 be - * and _ 
fomly apply d to Civil At- 
3 — Underſtand- 
ing between the good People 
different Nations, for 
Fear of any Foreign, or 
French Invaſions, and other 
external Calamities, as well 
as inteſtine Troubles, ar 
inevitable Sf erings, either 


in Point of Commerce, ar 
of War: Finding, 1 Jay, 
that the Proverb, as it 
conches anincomparableEn- 

tendre of S ATH, or 
| having 


To the Reader. 


Having a true Fellow-Feel- 
ing of one another's Miſ- 
fortunes, either at Home 
or Abroad, might amount 
to all Tas, at leaſt, and 
anſwer, in ſome Meaſure, 
likewiſe for the Joint-Hap- 
pineſs of ExcLax and Scor- 
LAND, lately united under 
the Name of GEA Brrrain; 
habe made bold to com- 
municate it to the Publick, 
in ſome impartial, upreju- 
dicd, and innocent Re- 
PLEXIONS, After 4 more co 
pious Manner, to dreert 
the true Lovers of Bris 
UNION. 


The 


f 
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Sympathy between ENGLAND and 
x_) SCOTLAND, Page 1, $ 
Much the ſame Seaſons in both Countries, 2 
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own Choice of the Weather, ibid. 
We ought to be Friends on both Sides of the 
TWEED, | 3 
An ENTIRE UNION would be the Happineſs 
of GREAT BRITAIN, ibid. 
It would prevent any Invaſions, ibid. 


Neighbouring Countries apprebenſive of 
one another's Fate, 3 4 
The Calamity of the one muſt affect the o- 
ther, | ibid. 
Vicinity of Habitationt ſhould make the 
ENGLISH and Scors good Friends, 5 
The People not ſo different, but eaſily re- 
_ gonclileable, m__ 
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Our Speech good enough, ſoit be not FRENCH, 
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F we ſhould. fall out, the French would be 
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Tf the UNION do not make us ſafe and bap- 
P, tis our own Fanlt, 10 
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When SkIDDAW has a Cap, 
SCRUFFELL wots full well of That. 


Reflexions. 


HIS does not argue, that, when 

it is foul or fair Weather in ENG- 

- LAND, it muſt needs always be 

ſo too in SCOTLAND of Courſe 5 

and yet they are not ſo far diſtant, in 
in Point of Sun and Climate, but that (ge- 
nerally ſpeaking) the Inhabitants of the 
One are very ſenſible of the good or bad. 
Seaſons, which happen yearly in the 
Other Infomuch, that both Kingdoms 
ſeem to ſympathize in ſome Meaſure, ei- 
ther as to the Bleſſinge, or the Frowns of 
HEAVEN in its natural Influences upon 
Earth. However, in particular, * 
the 


2 Ihe Union- Proverb. 


the Borders of Either, this PROVERB 
holds true, by common Oblervation, e- 
ven from a Fog or a Miſt upon SKIDDaw, 
to rainy Wenther about SCRUFFEL 3 and 

ſo the Clouds on the Scotch Side allo, are 
as good Prognoſticks of ſending Wind or 
Wer back again on the Engliſh Coaſt : 
Which firſt gave Occaſion to the ludicrous 
Expreſſion of a Cap on the One Hill, or a 
BoNNET on the Ozher ; threatening the 
like Diſcharge and Diſaſter of a dull, a 
dirty, or diſmal Day in either Country, as 

it naturally Hoe without Except ion up- 
on both. But be it as it will, as to that 
Matter, though I believe it to be zruer, 
than PARTRIDGE S:d/manack ever foretelis 
of Hail, Snow, or Rain, It is not long 

nes ye had hardly. any dry Summers, hut 
What aug dream d of in EN ND; and 
then there was ſuch a Scarcity of Corn in 
SCOTLAYD.,, as indeed was next fo a 
DEARTH, in ſome late ad Harveſt-Tears, 
The Sup feem d to be angry with us both, 
for ſome Sins we had committed, or ſome 
Chayges of our own creating; as JUPL- 
TERS Farmer could never thriue upon his 
own Choice of the Weather ; for we can- 
not command the Revolution of Seaſons : 
So that this verifies the Pꝛoverb to all 
Intents and Purpoſes, in the moſt wu 


The Union-Proverb. 3 


and genuine Signification of the Words, to 


the very Letter ont. 


But the main Streſs and Parport of it 
lyes bigher yet, than either of the cloudy 
Mountains in Diſtrefs of Weather, or in 
Labour of Rain: For, in a political Senſe, 
it contains the kindeſt” Inmendo for the 
IWellfare, and Happineſs of both: King- 
doms. It is an excellent Lecture of mu- 
tual Friendſhip on either Side of the 
TwEED. It ingenuouily tell us what we 
are to truſt to in troubleſome Times, either 
of Oppreſſion at Home, or of Miſcarriage, 
Aftliction, and Misfortune from Abroad. 
It is likewiſe a moſt politic and prudent 
Caution againſt foreign Invaſions, It does 
not only, and that pathetically too, ſet 
forth the Neceſſity of the two Kingdoms 
UNITING heartily in all Caſes of Diſaſter, 
or Diſturbance ; bac alſo manifeſtly ſhews 
the happy Conſequences of ſuch an ENTIRE 
UNnroNn, both in Point of Government and 
Traffick, as will be able to defeat the tur- 
bulent Deſigns of our greateſt Enemies, 
either in Time of Peace, or of War, This 
is the main Stock, on which our Common 
Hopes ought to be grafted, of making 
GREAT BRITAIN! ſtouriſb and 50 in 
Spite of French Blaßs, or Cater-Pillars. 


B 2 "Tis 


4 The Union - Proverb. 
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Tis natural for neighbouring Countries 
to be apprehenſive of one another's Fate. 
There muſt needs be a SYMPATHY be- 
tween People that are ſo near ally d, that 
are under ſo many Obligations of Royal 
Blood and Benevolence to each other; be- 
ſides the Proximity of Places, which are 
near adjoining, that a Man may almoſt as 
eaſily piſs out of the One into the Other, 


as over a Straw, But however, I'm aſ- 


ſur d, that two may ſhake Hands in each 
County: Inſomuch, that it cannot thunder 
in This, but it may be heard diſtinctly in 
That; and not without Fear and Trem- 
bling neither on the other Side of the Wa- 
ter, at ſuch a National Crack of a ſurpri- 


zing War, as may diſturb the PEace of 


both Kingdoms at the ſame Time. I mean, 


the Calamities of the One muſt needs af- 


fe& the Other in the moſt ſenſible Part, 
as well as in the moſt diſmal Efe&#s, if 


not timely prevented by an unanimous 


Courage, Conduct, Kindneſs, mutual Love, 
and Aſſiſtance. There cannot be a little 
Uproar or Noiſe in the NokTH, but we 
muſt preſently hear on't, with both our 
Ears, in the SoUTH; and with great 


Concern too, for Fear of the worſt; for 


Fear of involving ws in the ſame e 
or a farther M:ſchief of mobbiſh Tumult 
and Inſurrections. In ſhort, if the FRENCH 


ſhould 


The Union-Proverb. * 


ſhould invade SCOTLAND at any Time; 
who can be ſo ſtupid, as not to imagine, 
that it would be our Tn next, or that 
ENGLAND might repent of it at Let re, 
without ſpeedy Relief to vanquith the 
Common Foe, the Grand Enemy of both 
Countries? For the One is always likely 
to follow the Fate of the Other, in all 
Fortunes, good or bad; and in Times of 


Adverſity too, as well as Proſperity. 


What ſhould hinder us then to become 
as good Friends as we ought to be in this 
regard of a reciprocal Obligation? And 
eſpecially ſince the Yicimicy of our Habi- 
tation equally demands c us to Sy- 
'PATRIZE in our Sufferings, our Dengers, 
or our Diſappointments from Abroad? Tis 
true, we are a different People at Home, 
ENGLISH and SCOTCH; but more in Name, 
than in any thing elſe of Moment, We 
are not ſo very diſagreeable in our Man- 
ners, Habit, Diet, Diſcipline, or Learning; 
but we may cotton well enough in theſe 
Reſpects, or come in Competition with one 
another for the Knowledge of Stare-Afﬀairs, 
and not think the Compariſon odious or 
unequal, As to the GENTRY, or better 
Sort, we are both well bred, well fed, 
well clad, well taught, and as well ap- 

233 pointed, 


6 The Union-Proverb. 
— in all other Regards, as any civi- 
z d People in EUROPE. Our SPEECH 
differs a little indeed; but more in Pro- 
menciation and Dialect, than in any ſolid 
Senſe or Significancy : And the ſame Ob- 
jection might as well be made againft Ty. 
frire-Langunge, or Weſt-Cormiry-Fargon. 
But however, all's ſafe and right enough, 
fo long as we do not ſpeak FRENCH, nor 
turn Engliſh and Scotch, that is, true 
BrIT1$H, into Gaſcoignazle, or Dutch, by 
Adoption. Beſides, this can be no Reaſon 
for not UNITING in a 7Tighteons Cafe ; 
for TRUTH is the ſame in all Lingiia s. 
We ought not to ſtand off neither upon 
vulgar Prejudices, Shams and Bugbears. 
Theſe only frighten either Children or 
Fools from a good Defign. 4790 * 


And farther yet, we have no Colour of 
Argument to be at Variance about popular 
Fefts, Seoffs, or Characters. The Rabble is 
not to be minded in Matters of Importance. 
What and if the ScoTs are troubled with 
the Itch ſometimes, why ſhould we be a- 
fraid on't at a Diſtance? Or if the Infection 
ſhould ſpread among us, where's the 

mighty Harm on't, when we have Brim- 
frone and Milk enough in ENGLAND to 
cure the Diſtemper effectually? And be- 
fides, we had a great deal better _ 

I hat 


The Union-Proverb. 7 


that too upon our Hands, than the 
FRENCH: Pox, and the Te-ne-ſcayquoy of 
a GALLICK-AGUE, or an intermitting Fe- 
ver in the STATE. Moreover, on the 
contrary, we ENGLISH are as much affit- 
cted with the Scurvy, as they are with the 
Scrub 5 and it is altogether as catobing 
too, either in temper of Mind or of Body, 
by our own luxurious and licent ious way 
of Living. And fo we are hrh but equal 
{141 in the Main, as to our Natural Conſti- 
tutions,, I would fain perſuade my ſelf, 
that we are equally ſober, temperate, and 
keal:bjuls but I'm afraid, if there be any 
Diſproportion or Inequality inthe Caſe, it 
is on gur Side for the Worſe, by indulging 
our Selves too much in luſciaus Diet, as 
well as by drmking to prodigious Exceſſes.' 
As for the Differences of HaBiT, they 
ought not to reer us in the leaſt; for 
it would look ridiculous for us to quarrel 
about Faſhions; ſo long as they are not 
A-la-mode du Paris. Beſides that, Cloaths 
do not make the Man, but Manners, ac- 
cording to WILLIAM of Wickham. Their 
Hool may not be ſo good as ours; but 
their Mutton, perhaps, may be better, and 
ſweeter to the Tooth. However, a 
SCOTCH-PLAD may be as toarm as a Gayer- 
Coat. And any Man of common Senſe 
would ſooner chooſe a good Gray, _ 


8 The Union- Proverb. 


Blue BONNET for his Head, than a pair 
of Wooden-Shoes for his Feet. But, by 
the Way, perhaps, we are jealous and 
afraid of one another's growing too rich; 
and that's no Argument neither, in my 
Opinion, why we ſhould not ſeriouſly en- 
ter into a perfect League of mutual 
Friendſhip. The richer, the better; the 
more peaceable and potent : For there is 
nothing ſo troubleſomæ upon Earth as to 
live near poor. diſtreſſed Neighbours ,, al- 
ways petitioning for Relief, and dunning 
at our Doors for a DEBT that we juſtly 
owe, as charitable Chriſtians to our affiz- 
Hed Brethren, And there 1s no End nei- 
ther of diſcharging this OBLIGATION, till 
they are in ſo good a Condition, as not to 
ſtand any longer in Need of our A//iſtance, 
All People are quiet, when their Bellies 
are fil z and if the ScoTs do not love 
Pork, (which 1s only a vulgar Error) they 
may have other Vittuals for their Money : 
But why ſhould we grudge em their Rich- 
es, if they were only to bear their Char- 
ges up to LoNDON, or to pay the Expen- 
ces of their tedious Fourneys back and for- 
ward, to ſerve their QUEEN and Country? 
So that, in ſhort, upon the whole Matter, 
J can perceive no inveterate Antiphaty, 
and no 1rreconcileable Difference between 
the zww9 Nations, but what is meerly Chi- 

| merical, 
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merical, and vaniſnhes into a better Air, 
upon the Name of UNION. 


An Unton, that would take away all 
iuvidious Diſtinftions ; a laſting Union, 
that would make us One People for ever 
beyond Rewolc, upon a right Foundation! 
'Tis granted, we once unhappily ſhook 
Hands in a foul, falſe. and fatal Iniquity 5 
and we made a barbarous Bargain ont in- 
deed, upon buying and ſelling the Blood 
of a ROYAL SOVEREIGN, Alas! that 
abominable Fact! Herop and PoNTIUSs 
PILATE agreed again! And why ſhould. 
we not as well units now in a good Cauſe, 
and upon a far better Account? It mult be 
own'd, however, that we were formerly, 
always, at Daggers-drawing between our 
Selves, and fell out often into Civil Wars ʒ 
what with Heart-burnings, and Jealouſies, 
and pretended Injuries on both ſides, to 
blow the Coal. But it is high Time nom to 
forget all old done Deeds, to lay afide our 
jarring Animoſuties, and to d'off our pub- 
lick Prejudices, as well as private Piſques : 
Now, I ſay, when the PHILISTINS may 
be upon us, e re long, and reconcile us too 
late; only like the BEAR in the Fable, 
which ſoon united two ſnarling Dogs, that 

could never agree before, till at laſt they 
law themſelves * attach d by an auom d 


Enemy 
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Enemy to them both, and were in danger 


alſo of being worſted. For, if the FRENCH 
ſhould undertake a Deſcent, and land in 
either Country at this Juncture, and I can- 
not but repeat it upon the juſteſt Appre- 
Hbenſions of publick Authority, it would 
be ſuch an Alarum as would make'us both 
look about us for Unanimity, and Concord: 
For tho they could not conquer, they would 
endeavour to divide us; to difunite us; 
to diſtract us; to impoſe upon us, or to 
render us zrreconcileable to our own Inter- 
eſt and Advantage, by holding a treache- 

raus Correſpondence with FRANCE, | 


But notwithſtanding this, there's an 
abſolute Neceſſity over and above, for 
ENGLAND and SCOTLAND's uniting in all. 
human Policy; to make, the Britains a 
rich and a flouriſhing People: Maugre the 
whole PossE of Dunkirk, Red-kirk, or 
any KIRk, but that of our own Country, 
It will eafily be granted, that nothing can 
render a Kingdom more powerful and ſafe, 
than a perfect UNON in it {elf ; for to 
be all of one Mind, and all of 2 Piece, 
fortihies us like a Bukwark, and ſtrengthens 
us beyond breaking - But when two King- 
doms are ſo ſtrickly united, they are ſtill 
the ſtronger, and the leſs expos'd to the 
vaolent Inſults of their Enemies, ay 

| ca 
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Sea or Land. However, on the other 
R Hand, take em /mgle or ſeparate, wrang= 
ling within their own Bowels, riſing up 
in Judgment againſt their own Peace or 
Tranquility ; and they are as unſafe again, 
and as weak as SAMPSON without his 
Hair, To part the one from the other, 
would be like cutting off the Locks of the 
brave Iſraelitiſh (I had like to have ſaid 
So, Champion, and betraying him to 
his Adverſaries. Nothing but our own 
inteſtine Diviſions, can invite the French 
King to ſet Foot upon ENGLISH or SCOTCH 
Ground; tho' we may alſo then expect, 
and with very good Reaſon, to be Fellow- 
ſufferers upon the Upſhot of ſuch an Inva- 
ſoon : According to the manifeſt Truth, as 
well as politick Inſinuation, of the Pꝛo- 
verb. 

This UxroN therefore muſt needs be 
attended with the happieſt Conſequences ; 
in ſtrengthning, preſerving, and enrichin 
Great Britain: Since nothing elſe in al 
Probability can ſecure the Subjects of it 
in their Lives and Fortunes, upon a juſt 
Cauſe of Var, againſt the circumventing 
Attempts of an aſpiring MoNARKcH, who 
is ſtill uſing his utmoſt Eforts to inſlave 
both Nations. Nothing again can make 
us ſo warlike and formidable to our Ene- 
mics, either in our own Boſoms, or of 

St, 
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St. GERMAINs, as this glorious UNION 
upon a right and a ſure Bottom. It will 
certainly encreaſe our Trade; enhance 
our Wealth ; and in all Likelihood, as it 
1s reaſonably to be hop'd, will bring us 
PEACE home at the laſt; Which would be 
a more valuable Bleſſing, a more accepta- 


ble Preſent, after ſo lone a WAR, than the 
beſt Riches of both the IN DIEs. 


Such an UNION as this alſo, well be- 
gun, and as wiſely accompliſh'd between 

NGLAND and SCOTLAND; if it could be 
carry'd on a little faber (with Submiſſi- 
on) to an Unity of Principles, Judg- 
ments, and Affections, (I do not (ay, fu 
dicature, or Religion) it would be ſuch 
a Gordian Knot, I believe, as Lovis LE 
GRAND could never be able to wntie with 
all his Cunning, and modern Policy ; nor 
to cn, like ALEXANDER the Great, with 
all his Force and military Power, 


But fince the Church and State are iy. 
ferent (till in both Countries, as to ſome ſin- 
gular Matters, methinks the UX1oN is 
not yet ſo-abſolure, as to put us ont of all 
Danger of little Tumults, Inſurrections, 
or Diſcontentments on one fide or t'other; 
for ſome bor-headed Perſons are reſtleſs, 
and never ſatisfy d with any but their _ 

| inde- 


The Union-Proverb. [3 
independent or diſtinguſbing Schemes of 


GOVERNMENT : Tho they may, to their 


great Diſcredit and Conviction, depend 
upon't, that this Pꝛoverb is true to the 
laſt Degree, in a politick, as well as a 
natural Senſe ; and that, if SCRUFFELL 
— a Cap, SKIDDaw knows full well of 
t Hat. I; 


However, in fine, all Animoſity and 
Prejudice a- part, we cannot now be jealows 
any longer of one another's Privileges , 
or PARLIAMENTS. Ve cannot with com- 
mon Reaſon entertain the leaſt Suſpicion of 
_ encroaching upon one another's Rights. 
We cannot in Juſtice ſuppoſe there will be 
any intrenching upon one another's Trade, 
or Commerce; after ſo fair, ſo faithful, and 


ſo happy an UNION. And therefore, tis 


to be hop'd, that the unfortunate Buſineſs 
of DaRIEN will be forgotten; that the 


cruel Affair of GLENCOW will be forgi- 


ven; and that all exaſperating Reflexions, 
or ignominious Provecations,w1ll be whol- 
ly forborn on both ſides for the future. 
Sure, People will now leave of jeſting 


with the UNION; and not miſcal it an 


Onion, to make our Eyes water; unleſs 
we are to weep for Foy at the hap J Com- 
pletion of it; being fully ſatisfy d, that 
Mirth, and not Sorrow, Suffering, or Trou- 
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ble, will be the everlaſting Conſequence of 
our UNITED BRITISH ESTABLISHMENT. 
In a Word, there can be no Neceſſity now 
for any more idle timorous Talk of the 
Picrs-WALL, or irritating Tattle about 
BoTHWELL BRIDGE. Thoſe things, as 
well as the bloody Murder of the BisHop 
of St. Andrews, muſt be quite oblitera- 
ted; in order that GREAT BkITAIN may 
enjoy an undiſturbd Union, and conti- 
nue in a profound Peace, for fear of the 


Pꝛoverb. 


